THE REVIEWS:

1. Ruminate on the hornet's nest into which Jesus enters,
and Mark's story-telling, in the context of Jesus'
determination and control of events.

FURTHER STUDY:

A. Scriptures (parallel Gospel accounts):
Matthew 21:1-21; Luke 19:28-47; John 12:12-19; 2:13-25

B. Suggested Reference Materials:

"Practicing the Way" by .M Comer

"The Last Week" by M. Borg & ).D. Crossan

"Beautiful Outlaw" by John Eldredge

"The Jesus | Never Knew" by Phillip Yancey

"Walking in the Dust of Rabbi Jesus" by Lois Tverberg

Next Week: Mark 11:27 through 12:1-44
"Who is Testing Whom?"

You won't want to miss it!

1 Wlklpedla "the Messiah's Donkey"

! Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 98a
?"Passage Lookup: Zachariah 9:9".
BibleGateway.com. Retrieved 2012-01-05.
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LESSON #17
“Messiah On Mission”
Mark 11:1-25

Focus Scripture:
Mark 11:18
"And when the chief priests and the scribes
heard it, they kept looking for a way to kill him,
for they were afraid of him because the whole
crowd was spellbound by his teaching."

Food for Thought
There are many characters in these last few
chapters of Mark. With whom do you identify?



Vocabulary Definitions:

Chief Priests: Since Moses, temple priests were of the tribe of Levi. After 60 BCE
under occupation, Rome chose and installed Israel's priests (including the High
Priest) from wealthy Jewish noblemen who were willing to cooperate with Rome.

Temple: Jerusalem's temple was the dwelling place of God. It was the place of
sacrifice for worship, and from where atonement was made for forgiveness of sin.

Passover: (nn'oo, pesay): Two words, pass-over, refer to Israel's delivery from
Egypt by slaying a perfect lamb, applying its blood on the doorstep, roasting and
eating it. It is a seven day festival with rules and traditions which tell the Exodus
story and is celebrated world-wide.

Fig Tree: Common to the Mediterranean area, fig trees in scripture represent the
nation of Israel. (Hosea 9:10, Jeremiah 8:13; 24, Micah 4:4)

Brief Historical and/or Cultural Context:

Jerusalem, Passover week 30’ish CE: Jerusalem is an occupied city. Rome oversees
commerce to collect taxes, and keep the peace. Jews are fractured into political
camps, the Hellenists (who side with Rome), the Zealots (who are radically
against Rome), the Chief Priests, handpicked by and subordinate to Rome, the
Pharisees (who oppose Rome, but are determined to keep the peace between the
Zealots and Rome). Jesus has achieved “rock star status” in all the surrounding
territories because he heals crowds of people, and talks about God’s kingdom
with authority. He is believed to be the Messiah who will conquer Rome with his
“magical powers” and usher in a new kingdom like King David’s. For Passover
Jews travel from all territories to celebrate (the liberation of their ancestors from
slavery in Eqypt) in the heart of their religious “Mecca”, Jerusalem, the city on a
hill. All factions are present, and everyone is on edge. We enter this story on the
day Jesus orchestrates a dramatic entry into this emotionally charged
atmosphere.

On same day Jesus rides into Jerusalem, Pontious Pilate and his contingency of
Roman soldiers process in with their military finery, pomp and power display.
They are not here to honor the Jewish Passover, but to demonstrate who is really
in charge and determined to quell any outbreaks of protest against the Roman
occupation.

And a word about the donkey. From the prophet Zechariah 9:9 - "...your king is
coming to you; righteous and having salvation is he, humble and mounted on a
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey." The "king" refferred to is interpreted as the
Messiah. In Jewish tradition, the Messiah's Donkey (Hebrew: nnini w7 nw'n)
refers to the donkey upon which the Messiah will arrive to redeem the world at
the end of days. In Modern Hebrew the phrase "the Messiah's donkey" is used to
refer to someone who does the 'dirty work' on behalf of someone else.

Scene 1-Sunday

THE STAGE: Read Mark 11:1-11
1. Where are they?
2. What are the two disciples supposed to do?
3. How do the people around Jesus react?

THE SCRIPT:
1. How does Mark show this is a pre-meditated event, and not
spontaneous?
2. According to v. 11, where does Jesus go, and what does he do
after entering Jerusalem?

Scene 2-Monday
Scene 3-Tuesday Morning

THE STAGE: Read Mark 11:12-25
1. Describe the route Jesus takes on Monday through Tuesday
morning.
2. Who is with him?

THE SCRIPT: Fig trees bear fruit in two stages. First, from March to
April, little nuggets are formed called tagsh. These are edible. By June
the tagsh have fallen off and the figs are growing, getting ready for
harvest. If a fig tree bears no tagsh, it will bear no figs.

1. What prophecy against the Temple authorities (priests, religious
leaders) is Jesus making with with the barren fig tree encounter
on Monday morning?

Scene in the Temple: Read John 3:13-15

2. What detaill in John's account reveals this is a pre-meditated
event?

3. What indictment is Jesus making about the Temple authorities
(priests, religious leaders) when he calls it a "den of
thieves?" (Hint: what might thieves do in their dens?)

4. On Tuesday morning, what has happened to the fig tree?

5. What is Mark trying to say about Israel in vs 12-22?

6.Vv.23-25seem out of place. If"this mountain"refers toJerusalem
(Mt. Zion, upon which the temple sits), what might Jesus be trying
to say?


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaism%22%20%5Co%20%22Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew%22%20%5Co%20%22Hebrew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donkey%22%20%5Co%20%22Donkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messiah%22%20%5Co%20%22Messiah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eschatology%22%20%5Co%20%22Eschatology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_Hebrew%22%20%5Co%20%22Modern%20Hebrew

