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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 



 

3 

 
Prelude   —   “La Nativité” from Poèmes Évangéliques                             Jean Langlais 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 269                                       “Once in Royal David’s City” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature  
  and yet more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the  
  divine life of the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ,  
  your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
  one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

Each section of Jean Langlais’s “The Nativity” paints a musical picture of the       
evening of the Lord’s birth. The composer writes the accompanying text: 

 

“In a humble manger on a silent night, Mary and Joseph awaited the birth of the 
Lord Christ. Once the child was born, the heavenly host in a gracious appearance, 

announced to the shepherds the event that took place in Bethlehem. The shep-
herds came to the manger and offered the child Jesus their most tender melodies as 

a sign of adoration. Thus the Holy Family found calm in the peace of the Lord.” 
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First Reading   —   Isaiah 61:10—62:3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn of Praise   —   ELW No. 289               “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

 
Second Reading   —   Galatians 4:4-7 
 
 

 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 

4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 
law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adop-
tion as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into 
our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child 
then also an heir, through God. 

 10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations. 
62:1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
 until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
  and her salvation like a burning torch. 
 2The nations shall see your vindication, 
  and all the kings your glory; 
 and you shall be called by a new name 
  that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 
  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Luke 2:22-40                                                   Spark Story Bible, page 226 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph and 
Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the 
law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they 
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves 
or two young pigeons.” 
 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous 
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on 
him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and 
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the 
law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
  according to your word; 
 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
  31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
  and for glory to your people Israel.” 
 33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 
34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the 
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that the 
inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
 36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as 
a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with 
fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise God 
and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
 39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 
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 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                               Rev. Amanda Simons 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 313                                    “O Lord, Now Let Your Servant” 

 
*The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father;  
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven and is  
  seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  on divinum mysterium                                                     Alfred V. Fedak 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 2   divinum mysterium 
 

Oh, that birth forever blessed, when the virgin, full of grace, 
by the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore the Savior of our race, 

and the babe, the world’s redeemer, first revealed his sacred face, 
evermore and evermore. 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
  As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the  
  grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song of  
  your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
   now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 296                                                        “What Child Is This” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Prayer at the Beginning of the Year 
 

 L Eternal God, you have placed us in a world of space and time, 
  and through the events of our lives you bless us with your love. 
  Grant that in the new year we may know your presence, see your love 
  at work, and live in the light of the event that gives us joy forever— 
  the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
  with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 267                                               “Joy to the World” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “Joy to the World”                                                         Craig Phillips 
 

+   +   + 

 

Baptism of Our Lord 
 

Genesis 1:1-5   †   Psalm 29   †   Acts 19:1-7   †   Mark 1:4-11 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZt9nHGnvWJ2X0RNW3UwteB3RFrNUC8WYf_IMYnoz1khsBxQ/viewform
mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:finance@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:rob.quanbeck@gmail.com
childrens@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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