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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets  
in the red books at the end of the pews. 

Please pass them down to the center and then back  
so you can greet those worshipping around you. 

Ushers will gather these following worship. 
 

In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship),  
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section,  

and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 
Children’s Bibles and activity bags  

are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 
and scribble cards are available in the pews. 

 
Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 

 
Large print bulletins are available for worship services. 

Please ask an usher if you would like one. 
 

As members of the church we share in the healing ministry of Jesus, 
trusting that the peace, hope, and forgiveness of Christ can make us well. 
On the last Sunday of the month, members of the Prayer Ministry Team 

and pastoral staff offer anointing of oil and prayers for healing. 
Those who wish for prayers, may do so following communion. 
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Prelude   —   “A Rosetti Christmas”             arr. Mark Hayes 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   No. 270          “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 

 
*Opening Litany: Zephaniah 3:14-15, 18-20 (Read responsively) 
 

  14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 

   shout, O Israel! 

  Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

   O daughter Jerusalem! 

  15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, 

   and has turned away your enemies.  

  18I will remove disaster from you, 

   so that you will not bear reproach for it. 

  19I will deal with all your oppressors 

   at that time. 

  And I will save the lame 

   and gather the outcast, 

  and I will change their shame into praise 

   and renown in all the earth. 

  20At that time I will bring you home, 

   at the time when I gather you; 

  for I will make you renowned and praised 

   among all the peoples of the earth, 

  when I restore your fortunes 

   before your eyes, says the LORD.  
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*Gloria   —   Hymn No. 289              “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

 

Stanza 1 and Refrain 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 a And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

P Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and  
  yet  more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life  
  of the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,  
  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever 

C Amen. 

 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 61:10-62:3                                            Pew Bible, page 604 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 98 paraphrase   —   Hymn No. 267                  “Joy to the World” 

 
Second Reading   —   Galatians 4:4-7                                   Pew Bible, page 947 
 

 After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 
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Carol   —   No. 276                                    “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” 

 
*Gospel   —   Luke 2:22-40                    Spark Story Bible, page 226; Pew Bible, page 833 
 

 Before the reading: 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                          Pastor Andres Albertsson 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   No. 313        “O Lord, Now Let Your Servant” 

 
*The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 Music at the Offering: 
  “The Father’s Rose”              arr. Mark Hayes 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “What Child Is This”  stanza 3                  greensleeves 
 

So bring him incense, gold and myrrh; come peasant king, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone him. 
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Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby; 
joy, joy for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 

*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray together. 

 a God with us: you came as a baby to a manger.  
  You slept on straw and greeted shepherds.  
  You come again in bread and wine.  
  Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things. 
  And then, through these gifts, help us to bless the lives of others  
  in the strength of your holy name. 
  Amen 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 



 

8 

 

 

P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
All God’s children are welcome at the table. This morning we commune by means of intinction (dipping          
the wafer into the chalice). You will be given a wafer and offered a choice of two chalices. The wine is red; the 
grape juice is white. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center, and there is a chalice of grape juice in the 
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center for the gluten-free wafers only. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion 
will be brought to you. 

Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 Carol   —   No. 282                   “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” 
 

 Carol   —   No. 275           “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer at the End of the Year 
 

L  Let us pray. 

 a Eternal God, you have placed us in a world of space and time,  
  and through the events of our lives you bless us with your love.  
  Grant that in the new year we may know your presence, see your love at  
  work, and live in the light of the event that gives us joy forever— 
  the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns  
  with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
  Amen.
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*Blessing 
 

 Response:  

 C Amen.

 
*Sending Hymn   —   No. 290                   “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God.

 
*Postlude—   “Ding! Dong! Merrily on High”         arr. Mark Hayes 

 

+   +   +
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Baptism of Our Lord 
 

Isaiah 60:1-6   †   Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14   †   Acts 19: 1-7   †   Mark 1:4-11 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org


13 

mailto:children@stjohnsnorthfield.org
mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/group_detail.php?group_id=163
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Pam Fickenscher and Jonathan Davis, Pastors 

Carol Benson, Director of Alleluia Choir 

Melissa Berthelsen, Parish Nurse 

Julie Brehmer, Director of Children’s Ministry  

Tim Byers, Facility Manager 

Leah H. Garlie, Office Manager 

Angie Gehring / Rebekah Thomas, Youth Support Staff 

Christy Hall-Holt / Mary Kelvie, Shared Ministry Coordinators 

Zachery Pelletier, Director of Rejoice Ringers 

Dylan Gehring / Marvin Perez, Security and Custodial Assistants 

Nathan Proctor, Organist and Director of Worship, Music & Arts 

Bernie Renander, Financial Manager 

 

Call the Church Office, or check the website for a complete listing of staff emails. 

 


