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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Variations on The Holly and the Ivy”                 David Sims 

 

 I. Theme 
 II. “A blossom, as white as the lily flower” 
 III. “A berry, as red as any blood” 
 IV. “A bark, as bitter as any gall” 
 V. “Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ on Christmas Day” 
 VI. “The playing of the merry organ” 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 269       “Once in Royal David’s City” 

 

Stanza 1  —  soloist 
Stanzas 2–4  —  all 

 
*Litany and Greeting 
 

 P In the beginning was the Word,  
  and the Word was with God, 

 C and the Word was God. 
 

 P The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
  and we have seen his glory, 

 C the glory as of the Father’s only Son,  
  full of grace and truth. 
 

 P The grace, truth, and light  
  of Christ be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Hymn of Praise   —   ELW No. 289                 “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. 
  As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm 
  and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
  with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen.

 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 63:7-9 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 148, “Praise God in the Highest Heaven”                regent square 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, 
because of all that the Lord has done for us and the great favor to the house of Israel 
that he has shown them according to his mercy, according to the abundance of his stead-
fast love. 8For he said, “Surely they are my people, children who will not act deceitfully,” 
and he became their savior 9in all their distress. It was no messenger or angel but his 
presence that saved them; in his love and pity it was he who redeemed them; he lifted 
them up and carried them all the days of old. 

Text: Psalm 148, paraphrase Michael Morgan © 1999 MM, admin. Witherspoon Press 
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Second Reading   —   Hebrews 2:10-18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 2:13-23           Spark Story Bible, page 224 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 2nd chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

13Now after [the magi] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I 
tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14Then Joseph got up, 
took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt 15and remained there until the 
death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the proph-
et, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
  16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he 
sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or    

10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many 
children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 
11For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this 
reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12saying, “I will proclaim 
your name to my brothers and sisters; in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 
13And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Here am I and the children whom 
God has given me.” 14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself like-
wise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the 
power of death, that is, the devil, 15and free those who all their lives were held in slavery 
by the fear of death. 16For it is clear that he did not come to help angels but the descend-
ants of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every re-
spect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, 
to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 18Because he himself was test-
ed by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are being tested. 
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 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                                          Rev. Katie Fick 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 282                             “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” 

 
*The Nicene Creed 
 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again  
  in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is  
  seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory  
  to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

under, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 17Then what had been 
spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 18“A voice was heard in Ramah, wail-
ing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, 
because they are no more.” 
  19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said, 20“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for 
those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21Then Joseph got up, took the child 
and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was 
ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being 
warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 23There he made his home in a 
town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be ful-
filled, “He will be called a Nazarene.” 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  “Coventry Carol”                      Traditional English Carol 

 
 

 
 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 2        divinum mysterium 
 

Oh, that birth forever blessed, when the virgin, full of grace, 
by the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore the Savior of our race, 

and the babe, the world’s redeemer, first revealed his sacred face, 
evermore and evermore. 

Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child, bye bye, lully, lullay. O sisters too, how may we do 
for to preserve this day? O, this poor youngling for whom we sing, “Bye bye, lully, 
lullay”? Herod the king, in his raging, charged he hath this day his men of might,       
in his own sight, all children young to slay. That woe is me, poor child, for thee,       
and ever morn and day. For thy parting, nor say, nor sing, “Bye bye, lully, lullay. 

                                                                                                               – Robert Croo, 1534 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God with us: you came as a baby to a manger. 
  You slept on straw and greeted shepherds. 
  You come again in bread and wine. 
  Remind us how good you are at blessing ordinary things. 
  And then, through these gifts, help us to bless the lives of others  
  in the strength of your holy name. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
 

 P  It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 296                                        “What Child Is This” 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 272                          “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 



 

10 

*Prayer at the End of the Year 
 

L  Let us pray. 

 a Eternal God, you have placed us in a world of space and time,  
  and through the events of our lives you bless us with your love. 
  Grant that in the new year we may know your presence, see your love  
  at work, and live in the light of the event that gives us joy forever— 
  the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns  
  with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  Amen.

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 267                                    “Joy to the World” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   on vom himmel hoch                           Johann Pachelbel 
 

 

+   +   +
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Second Sunday of Christmas 
 

Jeremiah 31:7-14   †   Psalm 147:12-20   †   Ephesians 1:3-14   †   John 1:1-18 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/need_detail.php?need_id=2861
mailto:ladylynneg@gmail.com
mailto:ladylynneg@gmail.com
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• 

• 

https://pushpay.com/c/16e1ade7d38047379686ddbcab2f49d2/9uG0_vcG3eJ7lVXKyhDL_w
mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:children@stjohnsnorthfield.org
mailto:youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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