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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are listening this morning! 
 

During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow 
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our 

community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the 
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease, 

and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances. 
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart. 

 

Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you  
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,  

and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways 
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else. 

 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Variations on The Holly and the Ivy”                 David Sims 

 

 I. Theme 
 II. “A blossom as white as the lily flower” 
 III. “A berry, as red as any blood” 
 IV. “A bark, as bitter as any gall” 
 V. “Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ on Christmas Day” 
 VI. “The playing of the merry organ” 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (#270)        mendelssohn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, alt.; Music: Felix Mendelssohn, arr. William H. Cummings 
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*Opening Litany: Zephaniah 3:14-15, 18-20 (Read responsively) 
 

 14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! 
 Rejoice and exult with all your heart,  
  O daughter Jerusalem! 
 15The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, 
  and has turned away your enemies.  
 18I will remove disaster from you, 
  so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
 19I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. 
  And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, 
  and I will change their shame into praise 
  and renown in all the earth. 
 20At that time I will bring you home, 
  at the time when I gather you; 
  for I will make you renowned and praised 
  among all the peoples of the earth, 
  when I restore your fortunes 
  before your eyes, says the Lord. 

 
*Hymn of Praise   —   “Angels We Have Heard on High” (#289)                              gloria 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: French carol; tr. H. F Hemy; Music: French carol; arr. Edward S. Barnes 
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*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 a And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

P Merciful God, through John the apostle and evangelist you have revealed  
  the mysteries of your Word made flesh. Let the brightness of your light  
  shine on your church, so that all your people, instructed in the holy gospel,  
  may walk in the light of your truth and attain eternal life, through Jesus Christ, 
  our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
  one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 61:10—62:3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteous-
ness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with 
her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown 
in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up be-
fore all the nations. 
62:1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her 
vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. 2The nations 
shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new 
name that the mouth of the Lord will give. 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand 
of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
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Psalmody   —   Psalm 148                          regent square 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Second Reading   —   1 John 1:1-4 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 

1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen 
with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the word 
of life — 2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you 
the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us — 3we declare to you 
what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things 
so that our joy may be complete.  

Text: Psalm 148, paraphrase Michael Morgan © 1999 MM, admin. Witherspoon Press 
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*Gospel Acclamation   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (#295)   divinum mysterium 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
*Gospel   —   John 1:1-14 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 1st chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                                      Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and with-
out him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and 
the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did 
not overcome it. 
  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to tes-
tify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but 
he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 
into the world. 
  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 
not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 
12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become chil-
dren of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, 
but of God. 
  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glo-
ry as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius; Music: Plainsong mode V, 13th cent. 
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Hymn of the Day   —   “Love Has Come” (#292)                                              un flambeau 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 

Text: Ken Bible, © 1996 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Music: F. Seguin 
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  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  “From Heaven Above”                                        Walter L. Pelz 

 
*Thanksgiving for the Word 
 

 P Holy God, everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, wonderful Counselor,  
  at the birth of time your Word brought light into the world,  
  and throughout the ages, you proclaim newness of life.  
 

  In the fullness of time, your Word became flesh,  
  to shine in our world’s darkness,  
  to speak peace to all peoples,  
  and to welcome us as members of your family.  
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  Grant us now the gift of your Spirit,  
  that held, nourished, and protected by your Word,  
  we may live as your children,  
  bearing your goodness throughout the world. 
  All glory to you, holy God, now and forever.  

 C Amen. 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
  

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   “Go Tell It on the Mountain” (#290)                                  go tell it 
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*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   “From Heaven Above”                                           Johann Pachelbel 

 

+   +   + 
 

Text and Music: African American spiritual, John W. Work Jr., stanzas 
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Second Sunday of Christmas 
 

Jeremiah 31:7-14   †   Psalm 147:12-20   †   Ephesians 1:3-14   †   John 1:1-18 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://kymnradio.net/
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