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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +

 
Prelude   —   “From Heaven Above”           F. Melius Christiansen, arr. G. Winston Cassler 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
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Gathering Hymn   —   “From Heaven Above” (ELW #268)           vom himmel hoch 
 
 
 
 

 Cantors 1 “From heav’n above to earth I come to bear good news to ev’ry home! 
   Glad tidings of great joy I bring to all the world, and gladly sing:” 
 

  2 “To you this night is born a child of Mary, chosen virgin mild; 
   this newborn child of lowly birth shall be the joy of all the earth.” 
 

  3 “This is the Christ, God’s Son most high, who hears your sad and bitter cry, 
   who will himself your Savior be and from all sin will set you free.” 
 

  4 “The blessing that the Father planned the Son holds in his infant hand, 
   that in his kingdom, bright and fair, you may with us his glory share.” 
 

  5 “These are the signs that you will see to let you know that it is he: 
   in manger-bed, in swaddling clothes the child who all the earth upholds.” 
 

 All 6 Now let us all with joyful cheer go with the shepherds and draw near 
   to see this wondrous gift of God, the blessed child to us bestowed. 
 

 Low voices 7 Look, look dear friends, look over there! What lies within that manger bare? 
   Who is that lovely little one? The baby Jesus, God’s dear Son. 
 

 All 8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, through whom this sinful world is blest! 
   You turned not from our needs away; how can our thanks such love repay? 
 

High voices 9 O Lord, you have created all! How did you come to be so small, 
   to sweetly sleep in manger-bed where lowing cattle lately fed? 
 

 Organ only 10 Were earth a thousand times as fair and set with gold and jewels rare, 
   still such a cradle would not do to rock a prince so great as you. 
 

 Pet owners 11 For velvets soft and silken stuff you have but hay and straw so rough 
   on which as kings so rich and great to be enthroned in humble state. 
 

Carls & Oles 12 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy child, prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 
   a quiet chamber in my heart, that you and I may never part. 
 

 Norwegian  13 My heart for very joy now leaps; my voice no longer silence keeps; 
 sweaters  I too must sing with joyful tongue the sweetest ancient cradle-song: 
 

   All stand during organ interlude. 
 

 *All 14 “Glory to God in highest heav’n, who unto us the Son has giv’n.” 
   With angels sing in pious mirth a glad new year to all the earth! 
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*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our  
  minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think  
  and act according to your good will and may live continually in the light  
  of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
  one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Hymn of Praise   —   ELW No. 292                                           “Love Has Come” 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 

18Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19His mother 
used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with 
her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and 
say, “May the Lord repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made to 
the Lord”; and then they would return to their home. 
  26Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the Lord 
and with the people. 
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Psalmody   —   Psalm 148, “Praise God in the Highest Heaven”           regent square 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Second Reading   —   Colossians 3:12-17 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 

12As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in per-
fect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach 
and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

Psalm Paraphrase: Michael Morgan © 1999 Witherspoon Press; Music: Henry Smart 
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*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Luke 2:41-52 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 2nd chapter. 

 C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                  Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 648                                          “Beloved, God’s Chosen” 
 

41Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43When the festival 
was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his 
parents did not know it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a 
day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. 
45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46After three 
days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and 
asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and 
his answers. 48When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to 
him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been search-
ing for you in great anxiety.” 49He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did 
you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50But they did not understand what 
he said to them. 51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedi-
ent to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 
  52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 
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*The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 
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Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  “In the Bleak Midwinter”                                                                 Pamela Decker 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 2         divinum mysterium 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Oh, that birth forever blessed, when the virgin, full of grace,  
by the Holy Ghost conceiving, bore the Savior of our race, 

and the babe, the world’s redeemer, first revealed his sacred face, 
evermore and evermore. 

 
*Offering Prayer 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. 
  As we offer ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the  
  grace and truth you offer at this table and renew in us the song of  
  your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, tr.; Music: Plainsong mode V, 13th cent. 
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 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary;  

ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center.  
After you have been served the bread you will be offered wine or grape juice.  

The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 
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Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer at the End of the Year 

 L Eternal God, you have placed us in a world of space and time, 
  and through the events of our lives you bless us with your love. 
  Grant that in the new year we may know your presence, see your love 
  at work, and live in the light of the event that gives us joy forever— 
  the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
  with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 267                                                            “Joy to the World” 
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 *Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   “From Heaven Above”                                                      Johann Pachelbel 

 

+   +   +
 

 

Second Sunday of Christmas 
 

Jeremiah 31:7-14   †   Psalm 147:12-20   †   Ephesians 1:3-14   †   John 1:1-18 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:sharedministry@stjohnsnorthfield.org
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childrens@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/group_detail.php?group_id=52%20%20%20
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/group_detail.php?group_id=53
mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:finance@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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