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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are listening this morning! 
 

During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow 
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our 

community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the 
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease, 

and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances. 
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart. 

 

Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you  
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,  

and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways 
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else. 

 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”        Aaron David Miller 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be God, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
  whose forgiveness is sure 
  and whose steadfast love endures forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

  Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power. 
 

  Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 P Loving and forgiving God, 

 C we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
  Even with our best efforts, we have gone astray.  
  We have not welcomed the stranger; 
  we have not loved our neighbor; 
  we have not been Christ to one another. 
  Restore us, O God. 
  Wake us, turn us from our sins, 
  and renew us each day in the light of Christ. 
 

 P People of God, hear this glad news: 
  by God’s endless grace 
  your sins are forgiven and you are free— 
  free from all that holds you back, 
  and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
  May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

  ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 
  and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 C Amen. 
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*Hymn   —   “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” (#242)                rejoice, rejoice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

 L We light candles during Advent, praying that our preparation for Christmas 
  may help us look outward in love and look forward in hope. 
 

  Through an angel, God speaks to Mary:  
  You will conceive and give birth to a son,  
  and you are to give him the name Jesus. God will give him the  
  throne of his ancestor David and his reign shall never end. 

Text and Music: Marty Haugen, © 1983 GIA Publication, Inc. 
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  Through Mary, God speaks to us:  
  My spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior, whose name is holy,  
  who has scattered the proud, brought down the monarchs  
  from their thrones, raised on high the lowly,  
  filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 
 

  We light our fourth candle as a sign of God’s love,  
  shining in the world through people past and present. 

 C Risen Christ, Light of the world, 
  shine in our lives and shine among us now. 

 
*Response Hymn   —   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (#257)    veni, emmanuel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 a And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and  
  might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly  
  we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign  
  with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, tr. composite; Music: French processional, 15th cent. 
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Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Reading   —   Romans 16:25-27 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 
 

1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all 
his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a 
house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all 
that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.” 
  4But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant 
David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not 
lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, 
but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about 
among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of 
Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not 
built me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus 
says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be 
prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut 
off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name 
of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will 
plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evil-
doers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over 
my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord de-
clares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall 
be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 

25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclama-
tion of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for 
long ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to 
all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedi-
ence of faith—27to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! 
Amen. 
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*Gospel Acclamation   —   “Wait for the Lord” (#262)                        wait for the lord 
 
 

 

 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Luke 1:26-38 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 1st chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                                      Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was 
sent by God to a town in Galilee called Naz-
areth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came 
to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! 
The Lord is with you.” 29But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what 
sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 
have found favor with God. 31And now, you 
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be 
great, and will be called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a 
son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with 
me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

Text: Taizé Community; Music: Jacques Berthier © 1994 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications 
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Hymn of the Day   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” (#295)         divinum mysterium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 “Canticle of the Turning”   Anne Krentz Organ 

Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius; Music: Plainsong mode V, 13th cent. 
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*Thanksgiving for the Word    Refrain from “A New Magnificat” by Carolyn Jennings 
 

 P Holy God, the Beginning and the Ending, our Hope as we wait,  
  we praise you for joining us to your people of old.  
  We bless you for your prophets who call us to righteousness  
  and promise a new earth with peace for all. 
 

  Refrain: 
 
 
 
 
 

  We praise you for the coming of Jesus our Lord, 
  who lifts up the lowly, heals the suffering world, 
  and proclaims your way of mercy and truth. 
 

  Refrain 
 

  Send your Spirit on all who receive your Word. 
  Nurture our faith with your grace,  
  accompany us with your might,  
  and empower our zeal for your justice and joy.  
  For your Word through the church,  
  we praise you, O God. 
 

  Refrain 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
  

 Response: C Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn   —   “Canticle of the Turning” (#723)           star of the county down 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Rory Cooney, based on the Magnificat © 1990 GIA Publications; Music: Irish traditional 
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*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   “Nimrod” from Enigma Variations                Edward Elgar, arr. Alan Ridout 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

+   +   + 
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First Sunday of Christmas 
 

Isaiah 61:10—62:3   †   Psalm 148   †   1 John 1:1-9   †   Luke 2:22-40 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://kymnradio.net/


 

16  


