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GATHERING IN GoD’S PRESENCE
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A - wake! A-wake, and greet the new morn, for an - gels her - ald its
To us, to all in sor - row and fear, Em - man - u - el comes a -

In dark - est night his com - ing shall be, when all the world is de-

Re-joice, re-joice, take heart in the night, though dark the win - ter and
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dawn-ing. Sing out your joy, for  soon he is  born, be -
sing - ing, his hum - ble song is qui - et and near, yet
spair - ing, as morn - ing light SO qui - et and free, SO
cheer-less, the ris - ing sun shall crown you with light, be
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hold! the Child of our long - ing. Come as a ba - by
fills the earth with its ring - ing; mu - sic to  heal the
warm and gen - tle and car - ing. Then shall the mute break
strong and lov - ing and  fear - lesss. Love be our song and
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weak and poor, to bring all hearts to - geth - er;, he o - pens wide the
bro - ken soul and hymns of lov - ing - kind - ness, the thun - der of his
forth in song, the lame shall leap in won - der, the weak be raised a -
love our prayer and love  our end - less sto - ry; may God fill ev - 1y
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heavn - ly  door and lives now in -side us for - ev - er
an - thems roll to shat - ter all ha-tred and blind - ness.
bove the strong, and weap-ons be bro-ken a - sun - der
day we share and bring us at last in - to glo - ry
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O come, O come, Em-man - u - el and ran-som cap-tive Is - ra - el
" O come, O Day - spring come and cheer; O Sun of jus-tice, now draw near
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that mourns in lone-ly ex - ile here un - til the Son of God ap-pear.
dis - perse the gloom-y clouds of night, and death’s dark shad-ow put to flight.
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Re-joice! Re-joice! Em-man - u-el shall come to you, O Is - ra-el.
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HEARING GoD’s WORD
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Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!
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RESPONDING TO GoD’s WORD

(UIT 1 & ORK EADEADELADDAOS AiChOOREF 06 RO OSRy 1t
0| ] — ' T J | f— \
o D | | I I j I - i | | | | | A ]
b - e, ===
Of the Fa - ther’s love be-got - ten ere the world be - gan to be,
Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless-ed, when the vir - gin, full of grace,
This is he whom seers in old time chant-ed of with one ac-cord,
Let the heights of heavn a-dore him; an - gel hosts, his prais - es sing;
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he is Al-pha and O-me - ga, he the source, the end-ing he,
by the Ho - ly Ghost con-ceiv - ing, bore the Sav - ior of our race,
whom the voic - es of the proph-ets prom-ised in their faith - ful word;
pow’s, do - min-ions, bow be -fore him and ex - tol our God and King;
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of the things that are that have been, and that fu - ture years shall see,
and the babe, the worlds re-deem - er, first re-vealed his sa - cred face,
now he shines, the long - ex-pect - ed; let cre - a - tion praise its Lord
let no tongue on earth be si - lent, ev-'ry voice in con - cert ring
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ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
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My heart oer - flows, Al-le - lu - ial
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My\_/ soul cries out with a joy - ful shout that the God of my
Though I am small, my ... God, my all, you ... work great. .
From the halls of powTr to the for - tress towr, not a stone will be
Though the na - tions rage from ... age to age, we re- mem - ber who
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heart is great, and my spir-it sings of the won - drous things that you
things in me, and your mer-cy will last from the depths of the past to the
left ~ on stone. Let the king be - ware for your jus - tice tears ev -ty
holds us fast: God’s ... mer-cy must de - liv - er us from the
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bring to the ones who wait. You fixed your sight on your ser - vant’s
end of the age to  be. Your ver - y name puts the proud to
ty - rant ... from his throne. The hun - gry poor shall ... weep no
con - quer-or’s crush - ing grasp. This sav - ing word that our fore - bears
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plight, and my weak - ness you did not spurn, so from east to
shame, and to those who would for you vyearn, you will show your
more, for the food they can nev - er earn; there are ta - bles
heard is the prom - ise which holds wus  bound, till the spear and
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west  shall my name be blest. Couldthe world be a-bout to turn?
might, put the strong to flight, for the world is a-bout to turn.
spread; ev - 'ty mouth be fed, for the world is a-bout to turn.
rod can be crushed by God, who is turn - ing the world a - round.
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My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Letthe fires of your jus-tice burn.
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Wipe a-way all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is a-bout to turn.
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Announcements

Today’s Radio Broadcast is given in loving memory of Don McRae by Marilyn McRae Raadt and
family. Sunday services are broadcast on KYMN Radio 1080AM / 95.1FM from 9:00-10:00 a.m. on
Sundays. If you would like to sponsor a broadcast (cost is $160), please contact the church office.
Next available dates: February 28 and March 28. Video broadcasts can be seen on Northfield
Community Television (NTV)-cable channel 187, Mondays at 7:30 p.m., Tuesdays at 12:00 a.m.
and 9:00 a.m., Wednesdays at 2:00 p.m., and Fridays at 7:00 p.m.

Stewardship Campaign Update

Thank you to all who have already submitted their 2021 pledge card. If you have not yet indicated
your intent, please do so as soon as possible to help facilitate our work on next year’s budget.
Please submit your giving intention for next year via the online form on our website or contact
Leah Garlie directly at office@StJohnsNorthfield.org or 612-532-6863.

Poinsettia Orders for 2020

There are still a number of poinsettias available for purchase to decorate the Sanctuary for
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services. If you would like to order a poinsettia in honor or
memory of someone, or in celebration of Christmas, please contact Leah Garlie at
office@StJohnsNorthfield.org or 612-532-6863.

Virtual Sunday School for Grades K-5 and Virtual Youth Group Take a Break Starting Next Sunday
We will take a break during the holidays on December 27 and January 3. We’ll be back on Sunday,
January 10, from 10:00-10:30 a.m. If you would like the Zoom links for either Sunday School or
Youth Group, contact Julie Brehmer (children@StJohnsNorthfield.org) or Emmanuel Kaghondi
(youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org).

Year-End Giving

Year-end giving typically provides an outsize portion of St. John’s annual budget. If you have not
yet been able to contribute in 2020 and can at this time, your gifts to our operating funds will be
much appreciated! Mailed checks need to be postmarked by December 31. Online gifts can be
given by December 28 at www.StJohnsNorthfield.org. Thank you!

Annual Meeting Reports

For all those who are submitting information for the Annual Report, please turn your report in by
tomorrow, Monday, December 21 and mark your calendar for the annual meeting on Sunday,
January 31 (watch future publications for more details regarding the annual meeting).
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Annhouncements (continued)

Thank You for supporting the Blessing Box at St. John’s!

The Blessing Box is located on the north side of St. John’s and contains hygiene and food prod-
ucts as a “stop and go” location for anyone needing a helping hand. It’s been a busy site this fall
and the need is great at this time! All donations have been greatly appreciated. Items that go
quickly are: toilet paper, hand soap/sanitizer, toothpaste and toothbrushes, deodorant and
feminine products, as well as take and eat food items. Feel free to donate items directly to the
Blessing Box. Questions? Email Julie Brehmer at children@StJohnsNorthfield.org.

Courageous Conversations Book Group

We will discuss Alicia Garza’s new book: Purpose of Power: How We Come Together When We Fall
Apart starting in January. It is available at Content in Northfield - a discount applies when you
mention the book group. We will meet via Zoom on 2™ and 4" Thursdays from 6:30-8:00 p.m.,
January 14 & 28, February 11 & 25, March 11 & 25. Contact dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com for more
information or to sign up.

Pub Theology via Zoom

Monday, December 21, 6:00 p.m.

Topic: If It Can't Be Happy, Make It Beautiful

These are the words that Rev. Sam Wells turns to in times of stress and grief - "if it can't be
happy, make it beautiful." On December 21, as we sit through the longest night of the year and
make our way toward Christmas, let's make something beautiful together. Each person is invited
to bring something to share that is connected to the Christmas season and that they think is
beautiful. Do not confuse "beautiful" with "pretty." As Sam Wells says, "Making it beautiful is
about realizing we're usually operating on a mundane level, where things will seldom make sense
and where most things are fragile and contingent." So bring with you something that has a depth
of meaning in your life to share with the group.

Holden Village in 2021?

With a hopeful stance toward next summer, we are pondering a St. John’s trip to Holden Village
in 2021. If pandemic-possible, Holden would be open to cohorts for § night stays. An all-inclusive
price would include the boat ticket, meals, room, and programming. Guests would be responsi-
ble for their own travels to and from Chelan, Washington (Field’s Point). If you are interested
in being part of a group that could gather at Holden please contact Pastor Pam Fickenscher.
Registration has not been opened, but we want to be ready when it is.

Fair Trade Coffee, Tea, & Chocolates and Thistle Farms Hand Soaps
Contact dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com to place your order for contactless delivery.
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Prayer Requests

We are called to remember one another in prayer. The church office has been made aware of the
following persons for whom we pray today. This list is also for your use this week.

Healing and Support

Those in the hospital or in need of healing
Rae Pearson

Those with ongoing health concerns
Marlene Engstrom, Mary Ingbritsen, Donna James, Delores Nelson, Becky Ness,
Susan Nissen, John Quam, Jim Thompson, Julie Westerback, Laila Burns Hedstrom

All who are homebound, including
Gloria Porter, Lois Rand, Dorothy Ostlie

Involved in the mission of the church who have ties to St. John’s
The Savior (El Salvador) Lutheran Church in El Cocuy, Colombia;
lambi Lutheran Church in lambi, Tanzania;
Mark Rich and Cynthia Holder Rich, ELCA missionaries in Tanzania

Prayer Requests / Stephen Ministry Requests

Stephen Ministry Requests
Call one of the pastors at 507-645-4429.

Prayer Chain Requests
Contact Mary Cisar at 507-663-1097 or macisar@gmail.com, or contact a pastor.

Lectionary Readings for Next Week (December 27):
&EOOO 301 AAU 1T &£ #EOEOOI AD
) OABAB Y dee 0 OAT | sV B T Bis YAEA -middd

Worship with Us on Sundays via Livestream

Worship at 9:00 a.m. is livestreamed via our website.
We hope you’ll join us via livestream or radio on KYMN.

Video of the service will still be available on the website later in the week.

Mn
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This Week At-a-Glance

The full calendar of events and building usage can be accessed
on our website at www.StJohnsNorthfield.org.

Our radio worship schedule will continue with broadcasts
on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. (www.kymnradio.net).

Monday, Dec. 21 12:00 p.m.  Virtual Manna and Mercy Text Study via Zoom
6:00p.m.  Pub Theology via Zoom

Tuesday, Dec. 22 10:00 am.  Staff Meeting via Zoom
1:00 p.m. Worship Planning for Staff via Zoom

Wednesday, Dec. 23 10:00a.m. Wednesday Zoom Coffee Break

Thursday, Dec.24  5:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship via Radio Broadcast and Livestream
7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Eucharist via Zoom

Friday, Dec. 25 10:00 am.  Christmas Day Worship via Radio Broadcast and Livestream

Saturday, Dec. 26 No Scheduled Activities

Sunday, Dec. 27 9:00 a.m. Worship via Radio Broadcast and Livestream

JOIN US FOR

ST. JOHN'S CHRISTMAS =
WORSHIP SERVICES \

Christmas Eve Worship: 5:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Eucharist via Zoom 7:00 p.m.
Christmas Day: 10:00 a.m.
Every Sunday: 9:00 a.m.

Livestream at
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
or on KYMN 1080AM/95.'|FM
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500 Third Street West
Northfield, MN 55057
507-645-4429
office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
www.StJohnsNorthfield.org

Pam Fickenscher, Senior Pastor
Jonathan Davis, Associate Pastor
Carol Benson, Director of Jubilate Choir
Julie Brehmer, Director of Children’s Ministry
Tim Byers, Facility Manager
Leah H. Garlie, Office Manager / Finance Manager
Angie Gehring, Shared Ministry Coordinator
Christy Hall-Holt, Welcome Ministry Coordinator
Emmanuel Kaghondi, Director of Ministry with Youth & Families
Sally Lindell, Parish Nurse
Arielle Loy, Director of Alleluia Choir
Zachery Pelletier, Director of Rejoice Ringers
Jaida Gehring / Marvin Perez, Security and Custodial Assistants
Nathan Proctor, Organist and Director of Worship, Music & Arts

Call the church office or check the website for a complete listing of staff emails.



