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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Love, the Guest: “He Comes to Us as One Unknown”                  Jacob Weber 
 

 Love, the Rose: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                        John Ferguson 
 

 Love, the Star: “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”                   Paul Manz 
 

 Love, the Lord: “People, Look East”                                                   David Sims 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 248                                                       “People, Look East” 

 
*Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

 L We praise you, God of promise. 
  As we light the candles on this wreath, 
  open our eyes to see your presence in the lowly ones,  
  and open our mouths to sing joyfully of your incarnation. 
  Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming  
  is certain, and whose day draws near. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Response Hymn   —   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” stanza 1         veni, emmanuel 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, tr. composite; Music: French processional, 15th cent. 
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*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and  
  might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and  
  serve you always, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  
  one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Micah 5:2-5a 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 

 2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
 4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
 5aand he shall be the one of peace. 
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Magnificat   —   “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” (All Creation Sings, setting 12) 
 

 Refrain  —  all singing; Verses  —  choir/cantor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 For Magnificat verse text, see page 32 in All Creation Sings. 

 
Second Reading   —   Luke 1:26-38 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation   —   “Nothing in All Creation” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Naza-
reth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord 
is with you.” 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greet-
ing this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found fa-
vor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How 
can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age 
has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 
37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of 
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
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*Gospel   —   Luke 1:39-55 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 1st chapter. 

 C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                  Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 251                      “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” 

 
*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 
40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth 
heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the 
Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed 
is the fruit of your womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my 
Lord comes to me? 44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my 
womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment 
of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 
  46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Sav-
ior, 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and 
holy is his name. 50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
51He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their 
hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 
53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54He has 
helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55according to the promise he 
made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  
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  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead.  
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

  (8:30) “Larghetto in D minor”                                                  Michael Mazzatenta 
 

Rejoice Ringers 
 
  (10:45) “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”                                      Aaron David Miller 
 

Kalli Sobania, violin 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 1          divinum mysterium 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be,  
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he,  

of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see,  
evermore and evermore. 
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*Offering Prayer 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in us. 
  Feed us with your love, that our faith shines ever new 
  and our lives reveal your light. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary;  

ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center.  
After you have been served the bread you will be offered wine or grape juice.  

The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L God of abundance, we give you thanks in this holy meal. 
  May the taste of your love remain with us, and may our words 
  and our work in your name invite others into your grace. 
  Send us from your table to proclaim your presence, even as we 
  await the glorious coming of Christ our Savior. 
 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 257                                      “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 

Stanzas 1–4 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   “People, Look East”                                                       Kristina Langlois 

 

+   +   +
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childrens@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org
http://%20jdavis@stjohnsnorthfield.org/
mailto:dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com
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First Sunday of Christmas 
 

Samuel 2:18-20, 26   †   Psalm 148   †   Colossians 3:12-17   †   Luke 2:41-52 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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