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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 



 

3 

 
Prelude   —   “Pastoral on forest green”                                  arr. Dale Wood 
 

Rejoice Ringers 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,  
  who does wondrous things. 

 C Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

 P Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront  
  our sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 P God of new beginnings, 

 C we confess that we have not welcomed your presence among us. 
  We have strayed from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. 
  We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your refining 
  fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of 
  repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 

 P People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch,  
  a living sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

  You have put on + Christ, and your sins have been washed away. 
  Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 250                                      “Blessed Be the God of Israel” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace  
  and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we  
  may receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and  
  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

 L Praise to you, O God, who lives with us, sharing our flesh and bones. 
  As Mary waited and Joseph dreamed, so we wait and dream for you. 
  Bless us and let your face shine upon us, more radiant than these candles, 
  and more dear than all else we seek. Restore us when we fail to refuse the  
  evil and choose the good, and banish all our fears. We pray in the name of  
  Emmanuel, your promised child and our Savior. 

 C Amen. 

 
Response Hymn   —   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”           veni, emmanuel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
First Reading   —   Romans 1:1-7 
 
 
 
 
 

1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
2which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel 
concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was de-
clared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection 
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we have received grace and 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum; tr. composite; Music: French processional, 15th cent. 
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 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
 

 Magnificat   —   “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”                  Anne Krentz Organ 
All Creation Sings, Setting 12 

 

  Refrain  —  all singing 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Choir: My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord; I sing my Savior’s praise!  
   You looked upon my lowliness, and I am full of grace. 
 

   Now every land and every age this blessing shall proclaim— 
   great wonders you have done for me, and holy is your name. Refrain, all 
 

   To all who live in holy fear your mercy ever flows.  
   With mighty arm you dash the proud, their scheming hearts expose. 
 

   The ruthless you have cast aside, the lowly throned instead; 
   the hungry filled with all good things, the rich sent off unfed. Refrain, all 
 

   To Israel, your servant blest, your help is ever sure;  
   the promise to our parents made their children will secure. 
 

   Sing glory to the Holy One, give honor to the Word, 
   and praise the Power of the Most High, one God, by all adored. Refrain, all 
 
 
 
 
 

apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of 
his name, 6including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 7To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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*Gospel   —   Matthew 1:18-25                                              Spark Story Bible, page 196 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 1st chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                              Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 902                                                      “Come Now, O God” 
 

Stanza 1  —  cantor 
Stanzas 2–3  —  all singing 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to ex-
pose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had re-
solved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son 
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: 
 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.” 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her 
until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
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  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  “Creator of the Stars of Night”                                                arr. Cathy Moklebust 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 1   divinum mysterium 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to  
  thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
  and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your  
  healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen. 



 

8 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Solo   —   “Prepare Thyself, Zion” from Christmas Oratorio                 J. S. Bach 
 

 
 

Sara Liu, soprano 

 
 Solo   —   “Savior of the Nations, Come”                               arr. Charles Peery 

Prepare thyself, Zion, with tender affection, the purest, the fairest, this day to receive. 
Thou must greet him with a heart with love overflowing! Haste then, with ardor the 

Bridegroom to welcome. 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your people,  
  bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for  
  the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen  
  us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to  
  birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 257                        “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 

Stanzas 1 –4 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”                        arr. Charles Peery 

 

+   +   + 
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Christmas Day 
 

Isaiah 52:7-10   †   Psalm 98   †   Titus 3:4-7   †   John 1:1-14 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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