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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Prepare the Royal Highway”                                       arr. Sondra Tucker 
 

Rejoice Ringers 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 264                                      “Prepare the Royal Highway” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to  
  the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify  
  to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and  
  reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

L Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
  Your prophets spoke of a day when the desert would  
  blossom and waters would break forth in the wilderness. 
  Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 
  Strengthen our hearts as we prepare for the coming  
  of the Lord. May he give water to all who thirst, 
  for he is our light and our salvation. 

C Amen. 
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*Response Hymn   —   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” stanza 1   veni, emmanuel 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

1The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent 
me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim lib-
erty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s fa-
vor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to provide for 
those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness 
instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called 
oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 4They shall build up 
the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined 
cities, the devastations of many generations. 8For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery 
and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an ever-
lasting covenant with them. 9Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and 
their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a 
people whom the Lord has blessed. 10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being 
shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has cov-
ered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause right-
eousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite; Music: French processional, 15th cent. 
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Psalmody   —   Psalm 126                                      Antiphon: Mark Sedio 
 

 Antiphon: The Lord has done great things for us. 

 
 
 
 

  1When the Lord restored the for- | tunes of Zion, 
   then were we like | those who dream. 
  2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts of joy. 
   Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great | things for 
  them.” 
  3The Lord has done great | things for us, 
   and we are | glad indeed. 
  4Restore our for- | tunes, O Lord, 
   like the watercourses | of the Negeb. Antiphon 
  5Those who | sowed with tears 
   will reap with | songs of joy. 
  6Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed, 
   will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves. Antiphon 

 
Second Reading   —   1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation   —   “Wait for the Lord”                        wait for the lord 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words 
of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of 
evil. 23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul 
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one 
who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

Text: Taizé Community; Music: Jacques Berthier © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications 
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*Gospel   —   John 1:6-8, 19-28                                            Spark Story Bible, page 234 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 1st chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                          Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 726                                “Light Dawns on a Weary World” 

 
*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. 
 19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jeru-
salem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I 
am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am 
not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? 
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said,  
 “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 
 ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 
 24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, “Why then are you 
baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26John answered 
them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one 
who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” 28This took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 
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  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  “I Wonder as I Wander”                                               arr. Peggy Bettcher 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 1   divinum mysterium 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see,  
evermore and evermore. 
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 *Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Savior of the nations, come, and make your home here in us. 
  Feed us with your love, that our faith shines ever new 
  and our lives reveal your light. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
   now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 250                                    “Blessed Be the God of Israel” 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 272                                “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your  
  glory for all people to see together. Nourished by this meal,  
  send us out to proclaim your good news of liberation and  
  release, brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 248                                             “People, Look East” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   on besançon                                                               Kristina Langlois 
 

+   +   + 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16   †   Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26   †   Romans 16:25-27   †   Luke 1:26-38 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZt9nHGnvWJ2X0RNW3UwteB3RFrNUC8WYf_IMYnoz1khsBxQ/viewform
mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:finance@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:jillenestvedt@gmail.com
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mailto:womenstjohns500@gmail.com
http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org/women
http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org/women
http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:pfickenscher@stjohnsnorthfield.org
file:///I:/holdenvillage.org
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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