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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Three About John: 
 

     “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”               Franklin Ashdown 
 

     “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”                John Ferguson 
 

     “Prepare the Royal Highway”             Robert Hobby 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 Front of ELW hymnal, page 94 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 264                       “Prepare the Royal Highway” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day and Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

 L Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God. You bring water to parched  
  ground and life out of death. Bless us as this light grows, and send sorrow and  
  sighing to flee away. Give us strength and patience, trusting that you are true  
  to your promises. 

 C Amen. 
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*Response Hymn   —   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                            veni, emmanuel 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 35:1-10                             Pew Bible, page 578 
 

 After the reading: 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 146:5-10     Antiphon: Kevin Vogt, St. Olaf Morning Prayer 
 

 Antiphon: As morning breaks I look to you, O God, to be my strength this day. Alleluia. 
 
 

 

 
  5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 
   whose hope is in the | Lord their God; 
  6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
   who keeps promis- | es forever; 
  7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 
   The Lord sets the | captive free. 
  8The Lord opens the eyes of the blind and lifts up those  
  who | are bowed down; 
   the Lord | loves the righteous. 
  9The Lord cares | for the stranger; 
   the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 
  10The Lord shall | reign forever, 
   your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! Antiphon 

Text: Barbara Lundblad, 2013. Used with permission. Music: French processional 
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Second Reading   —   James 5:7-10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 11:2-11            Spark Story Bible, page 234 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 
3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus 
answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, 
the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no 
offense at me.” 
  7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What, then, did you go 
out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 
palaces. 9What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written,  
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11“Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the 
Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

7Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer 
waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early 
and the late rains. 8You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of 
the Lord is near. 9Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one another, so that you 
may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10As an example of suffering 
and patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

Text: Taizé Community; Music: Jacques Berthier © 1994 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications 
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Sermon                                                          Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 250                                       “Blessed Be the God of Israel” 

 
*Advent Credo                 Daniel Berrigan, 1921–2016 
 

P It is not true that creation and the human family are doomed to  
  destruction and loss—

a This is true: “For God so loved the world that he gave  
  his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him  
  shall not perish but have everlasting life.”  (John 3:16) 
 

 P It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination,  
  hunger and poverty, death and destruction—

a This is true: “I have come that they may have life,  
  and have it abundantly.”  (John 10:10b) 
 

 P It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last word,  
  and that war and destruction rule forever— 

a This is true: “Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,  
  and the government shall be upon his shoulders,  
  his name shall be called Wonderful Councilor, Mighty God,  
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  (Isaiah 9:6) 
 

 P So let us enter Advent in hope, even hope against hope. 
  Let us see visions of love and peace and justice. 
  Let us affirm with humility, with joy, with faith, with courage: 
  Jesus Christ—the life of the world. 

 a Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
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*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  “Let Your Heart Speak Music”                                                      Jocelyn Hagen 

 
 
 
 
 

 
St. John’s Chorale 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 1        divinum mysterium 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 

 
 

 
 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams  
  in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that  
  we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.  
  Amen. 

Kneel amid the cattle and the shepherds poor; with tender lambs and angels   
tremble and adore. Lo, within the manger lies the Undefiled, small and curled and 
rosy as any newborn child. He, the swaddled promise of the ancient law, slumbers 
in a stable on a bed of straw! Be humble here with Joseph, meek with Mary’s grace, 

and let your rapture burgeon in this hallowed place; let your heart speak music 
though your lips be dumb . . . here is Love, unmeasured! Here is heaven come! 

                                                                                        – Florence Hynes Willette 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

 P  It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 Anthem   —   “Is It Far to Bethlem City?”                                     Giovanni Gastoldi, 1591 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 867                                      “In Thee Is Gladness” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
 

Is it far to Bethlem city? Is the way lit by a bright star? Has the night revealed  
its mystery? Let us run to find the stable, let us boldly knock and enter, lay       

our gifts upon the table. And if we rock the manger, we’ll guard the babe from 
danger. May we touch the gentle oxen? May we pull the curly sheep wool?       

May we hear the shepherds’ piping? See, the sky with joy is ringing, a new star 
over manger shining, and the world hears angels singing. Three kings approach 

the maiden, with gold and incense laden. 
                    – Francis J. Guentner 
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*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. 
  Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, 
  and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 248                                  “People, Look East” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   on besançon                                                            Kristina Langlois 

 

+   +   +

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Isaiah 7:10-16   †   Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19   †   Romans 1:1-7   †   Matthew 1:18-25 



 

11 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/group_detail.php?group_id=169
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/group_detail.php?group_id=169
https://stjohnsnorthfield.org/files/Poinsettia-Order-Form-2024-1.pdf
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
http://www.lightsoutfortheyouth.org/
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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