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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are listening this morning! 
 

During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow 
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our 

community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the 
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease, 

and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances. 
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart. 

 

Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you  
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,  

and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways 
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else. 

 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 



 

3 

 
Prelude   —   Love, the Guest: “He Comes to Us as One Unknown”         Robert Powell 
 

 Love, the Rose: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”               John Ferguson 
 

 Love, the Star: “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”        Paul Manz 
 

 Love, the Lord: “People, Look East”                                        David Sims 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be God, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
  whose forgiveness is sure 
  and whose steadfast love endures forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

  Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power. 
 

  Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 P Loving and forgiving God, 

 C we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
  Even with our best efforts, we have gone astray.  
  We have not welcomed the stranger; 
  we have not loved our neighbor; 
  we have not been Christ to one another. 
  Restore us, O God. 
  Wake us, turn us from our sins, 
  and renew us each day in the light of Christ. 
 

 P People of God, hear this glad news: 
  by God’s endless grace 
  your sins are forgiven and you are free— 
  free from all that holds you back, 
  and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
  May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

  ☩ comforted by Christ’s peace, 
  and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 C Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn   —   “People, Look East” (#248)                                               besançon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

 L We light candles during Advent, praying that our preparation for Christmas 
  may help us look outward in love and look forward in hope. 
 

  The prophet Isaiah tells us God comes 
  through someone who receives God’s spirit, 
  and through a community that hears the good news. 
  The Spirit of the Living God is upon me, because God has anointed me 
  to announce good news to the humble, bind up the broken-hearted, 
  proclaim liberty to captives and release to those in prison, 
  to comfort all who mourn, to give them garlands instead of ashes,  
  oil of gladness instead of mourners’ tears. 

Text: Eleanor Farjeon, © Miss E. Farjeon Will Trust, by permission of David Higham Associates; Music: French carol; arr. Barry Rose, © 1999 Novello & Co. 
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  We light our third candle as a sign of hope that the Spirit of God  
  may anoint us to show God’s liberating love. 

 C Risen Christ, Light of the world, 
  shine in our lives and shine among us now. 

 
*Response Hymn   —   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (#257)    veni, emmanuel 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 a And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

P Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to  
  the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify  
  to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and  
  reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, tr. composite; Music: French processional, 15th cent. 
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First Reading   —   Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 126                                                            Antiphon: David Sims 
 

 Antiphon: When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion,  
  then were we like those who dream. 
 
 
 
 

  1When the Lord restored the for- | tunes of Zion, 
   then were we like | those who dream. 
  2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts of joy. 
   Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great | things for them.” 
  3The Lord has done great | things for us, 
   and we are | glad indeed. Antiphon 
  4Restore our for- | tunes, O Lord, 
   like the watercourses | of the Negeb. 
  5Those who | sowed with tears 
   will reap with | songs of joy. 
  6Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed, 
   will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves. Antiphon 

1The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent 
me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim lib-
erty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; 2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s fa-
vor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to provide for 
those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness 
instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called 
oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. 4They shall build up 
the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined 
cities, the devastations of many generations. 
 8For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give 
them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9Their de-
scendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all 
who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. 10I 
will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed 
me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as 
a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to 
spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the 
nations. 
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Second Reading   —   1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 
 

 
 
 
 L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation   —   “Wait for the Lord” (#262)                        wait for the lord 
 
 

 

 
 

 
*Gospel   —   John 1:6-8, 19-28 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 1st chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words 
of prophets, 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of 
evil. 23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul 
and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one 
who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. 
 19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Je-
rusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I 
am not the Messiah.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am 
not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you? 
Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, 
“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ ” 
as the prophet Isaiah said. 24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked 
him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 
prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom 
you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong 
of his sandal.” 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

Text: Taizé Community; Music: Jacques Berthier © 1994 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications 
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Sermon                                Pastor Jonathan Davis

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” (#282)                             carol 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 

Text: Edmund H. Sears; Music: Richard S. Willis 
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*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                                               Gerhard Krapf 

 
*Thanksgiving for the Word 
 

 P Holy God, the Beginning and the Ending, our Hope as we wait,  
  we praise you for joining us to your people of old.  
  We bless you for your prophets who call us to righteousness  
  and promise a new earth with peace for all.  
 

  We praise you for the coming of Jesus our Lord, 
  who lifts up the lowly, heals the suffering world, 
  and proclaims your way of mercy and truth. 
 

  Send your Spirit on all who receive your Word.  
  Nurture our faith with your grace,  
  accompany us with your might,  
  and empower our zeal for your justice and joy.  
  For your Word through the church, we praise you, O God. 

 C Amen. 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 
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*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   “Hark, the Glad Sound!” (#239)                                    chesterfield 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   “Fanfare”                                                                                 Michael Helman 

 

+   +   + 

Text: Philip Doddridge; Music: Thomas Haweis 
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http://naomibartley.com
http://naomibartley.com
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mailto:children@stjohnsnorthfield.org
mailto:dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com
http://habitatricecounty.org/
mailto:dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com
http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16   †   Romans 16:25-27   †   Luke 1:26-38   †   Luke 1:46b-55 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://kymnradio.net/
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