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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”             Aaron David Miller 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 242               “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn” 

 
*Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

 L We praise you, Saving One. 
  As we light three candles on this wreath, 
  strengthen our hearts as we wait,  
  that we might serve our neighbors in need. 
  Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming  
  is certain, and whose day draws near. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Response Hymn   —   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” stanza 1         veni, emmanuel 

 
 
 
 

 
 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 
 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, tr. composite; Music: French processional, 15th cent. 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to  
  the preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth  
  the fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives  
  and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Zephaniah 3:14-20 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 L The word of the Lord.  C Thanks be to God. 

 
Magnificat   —   “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” (All Creation Sings, setting 12) 
 

 Refrain  —  all singing; Verses  —  choir/cantor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 For Magnificat verse text, see page 32 in All Creation Sings. 

14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O 
daughter Jerusalem! 15The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned 
away your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster 
no more. 16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your 
hands grow weak. 17The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he 
will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you 
with loud singing 18as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will 
not bear reproach for it. 19I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. And I will save 
the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in 
all the earth. 20At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will 
make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your 
fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 
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Second Reading   —   Philippians 4:4-7 
 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 

 (8:30) “Lift Up Your Heads”                                       arr. Olaf C. Christiansen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 (10:45) “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”                                    truro 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Luke 3:7-18 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 3rd chapter.  C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates. Behold the King of glory waits! The King of kings 
is drawing near, the Savior of the world is here. O blest the land, the city blest. Where 
Christ the ruler is confessed! O happy hearts and happy homes to whom the King in 
triumph comes! Fling wide the portals of your heart, make it a temple set apart from 

earthly use for heaven’s employ, adorned with prayer and love and joy. Redeemer, 
come! With us abide; our hearts to thee we open wide. Let us thy inner presence feel, 

 thy grace and love in us reveal. O King of glory, come!        —Georg Weissel 

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 
in Christ Jesus. 

7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not 
begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root 

Text: Georg Weissel, trans. Catherine Winkworth; Music: Musica Sacra 
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 P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                      Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 241                              “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” 

 
*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  
  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire.” 10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said 
to them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever 
has food must do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked 
him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount 
prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to 
them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied 
with your wages.” 15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning 
in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of 
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is com-
ing; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to 
gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

  (8:30) “E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come”                                               Paul Manz 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Chorale 
 
  (10:45) “Savior of the Nations, Come”                                                Charles Peery 
 

Elinor Niemisto, harp 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 1          divinum mysterium 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be,  
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he,  

of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see,  
evermore and evermore.  

 
*Offering Prayer 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in us. 
  Feed us with your love, that our faith shines ever new 
  and our lives reveal your light. Amen. 

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sin, who loved us all and 
shed his blood that we might saved be. Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord,       

almighty God, who was and is and is to come, sing holy, holy, Lord! Rejoice in   
heaven, all ye that dwell therein, rejoice on earth, ye saints below, for Christ is  

coming, is coming soon! E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no 
more; they need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be their All! 

                                           —Revelation 22, adapted Ruth Manz 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

9 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary;  

ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center.  
After you have been served the bread you will be offered wine or grape juice.  

The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Solo   —   “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”                  Charles Peery 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L God of abundance, we give you thanks in this holy meal. 
  May the taste of your love remain with us, and may our words 
  and our work in your name invite others into your grace. 
  Send us from your table to proclaim your presence, even as we 
  await the glorious coming of Christ our Savior. 
 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 266                                                      “All Earth Is Hopeful” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   on truro                                                                             Jonathan Reuss 

 

+   +   +

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Micah 5:2-5a   †   Luke 1:46b-55   †   Hebrews 10:5-10   †   Luke 1:39-45 



 

11 
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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