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We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the red books at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them down to the center and then back 

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 
In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), 

page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section, 
and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section. 

 
An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

 
Children are welcome to participate throughout our 

worship service, including at Holy Communion. 
Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion 

to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the sanctuary. 
 

Large print bulletins are now available for Sunday worship services. 
Please ask an usher if you would like one. 

 
Prelude   —   “Prepare the Royal Highway”              Robert Hobby 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
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*Advent Credo                      Daniel Berrigan, b. 1921 
 

P It is not true that creation and the human family are doomed to  
  destruction and loss—

a This is true: “For God so loved the world that he gave  
  his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him  
  shall not perish but have everlasting life.”  (John 3:16) 
 

 P It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination,  
  hunger and poverty, death and destruction—

a This is true: “I have come that they may have life,  
  and have it abundantly.”  (John 10:10b) 
 

 P It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last word,  
  and that war and destruction rule forever— 

a This is true: “Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,  
  and the government shall be upon his shoulders,  
  his name shall be called Wonderful Councilor, Mighty God,  
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  (Isaiah 9:6) 
 

 P It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil  
  who seek to rule the world— 

a This is true: To me is given authority in heaven and on earth, and,  
  lo, I am with you, even until the end of the world.  (Matthew 18,20) 
 

 P So let us enter Advent in hope, even hope against hope. 
  Let us see visions of love and peace and justice. 
  Let us affirm with humility, with joy, with faith, with courage: 
  Jesus Christ—the life of the world. 

 a Amen. 

 
*Opening Hymn   —   No. 264             “Prepare the Royal Highway” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 a And also with you. 
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*Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

L Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
  John the Baptist calls all people to prepare the Lord's way 
  for the kingdom of heaven is near. 
  Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 
  Baptize us with the fire of your Spirit, 
  that we may be a light shining in the darkness 
  welcoming others as Christ has welcomed us, 
  for he is our light and our salvation.

C Amen. 

 
*Response Hymn   —   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” stanza 1   veni, emmanuel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

P Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. 
  By his coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; 
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
  one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 
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First Reading   —   Isaiah 40:1-11                                                         Pew Bible, page 581 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Reading   —   2 Peter 3:8-15a                                          Pew Bible, page 988 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation   —   “Wait for the Lord”                 Taizé Community 

 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Mark 1:1-8                                                                            Pew Bible, page 812 
 

 Before the reading: 

P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 1st chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                          Pastor Jonathan Davis

Music: Jacques Berthier, © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, admin GIA Publications, reprinted under OneLicense A-708009 
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Hymn of the Day   —   No. 250            “Blessed Be the God of Israel” 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  “The Hills are Bare at Bethlehem”            arr. Ralph Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 1  divinum mysterium 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 

 
 
 
 

The hills are bare at Bethlehem, no future for the world they show; 
yet here new life begins to grow, from earth’s old dust a greenwood stem. 
 

The stars are cold at Bethlehem, no warmth for those beneath the sky; 
yet here the radiant angels fly, and joy burns new, a fi’ry gem. 
 

The heart is tired at Bethlehem, no human dream unbroken stands; 
yet here God comes to mortal hands, and hope renewed cries out: “Amen!” 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

L Let us pray.

a Savior of the nations, come, and make your home here in us. 
  Feed us with your love, that our faith shines ever new 
  and our lives reveal your light. 
  Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*Sanctus                                       picardy 
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*Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 P Holy One, the beginning and the end...Do this for remembrance of me. 

 P Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

 P With this bread and cup...we look with hope for his coming. 

 C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

 P Holy God, we long for your Spirit...Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

 C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

 P All praise and glory are yours...one God, now and forever 

 C Amen. 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
  who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
  Amen. 

 
All God’s children are welcome at the table. Communion will be received standing at the front of the sanctuary; 
ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the middle. After you have been served 
the bread, you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
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 Anthem   —   “Comfort, Comfort”                                              arr. John Ferguson 
 

 Hymn   —   No. 249        “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 
 

 Hymn   —   No. 241          “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” 

 

 
*Post Communion Litany and Benediction 
 

 P God for whom we wait:

a Make us ready.   

 P To see you at every hungry table,

a Make us ready. 
 

 P To receive you joyfully into our hearts and lives,

a Make us ready. 
 

 P May Christ the sun of righteousness shine upon you  
  and lighten your path. Now, and forever.

a Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   No. 239                                                            “Hark, the Glad Sound!” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   “Toccata in F Major”                           Johann Pachelbel 
 
 

+   +   +
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mailto:finance@stjohnsnorthfield.org
mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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tel:(952)%20210-2358
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Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11   †   Psalm 126   †   1 Thessalonians 5:16-24   †   John 1:6-8, 19-28 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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Pam Fickenscher and Jonathan Davis, Pastors 

Carol Benson, Director of Alleluia and Jubilate Choirs 

Julie Brehmer, Director of Children’s Ministry  

Tim Byers, Facility Manager 

Leah H. Garlie, Office Manager 

Angie Gehring / Rebekah Thomas, Youth Support Staff 

Christy Hall-Holt / Mary Kelvie, Shared Ministry Coordinators 

Zachery Pelletier, Director of Rejoice Ringers 

Marvin Perez, Security and Custodial Assistant 

Nathan Proctor, Organist and Director of Worship, Music & Arts 

Bernie Renander, Financial Manager 

Melissa Berthelsen, Parish Nurse 

 

Call the church office or check the website for a complete listing of staff emails. 


