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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Three About John: 
 

     “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”                                     Wayne Wold 
 

     “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”                                  John Ferguson 
 

     “Prepare the Royal Highway”                                               Robert Hobby 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
  alive in the world, reviving creation, arriving soon. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

  God of mercy, 

 C we confess that we have sinned. We have trusted earthly powers  
  and human authority too much. We have grown fearful.  
  We have clung to false comforts. 
 

 P God of might, 

 C we confess that we have sinned. We have trusted false promises. 
  We have turned away from our neighbors.  
 

 P God in our midst, 

 C we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. 
  Bring your mercy to birth in us. 
 

 P A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ, our Savior, 
  in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. 
  By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the grace and  

  forgiveness of God through ☩ Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 264                 “Prepare the Royal Highway” 
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*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his  
  coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation;  
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you  
  and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

 L We praise you, Redeeming One. As we light two candles on this wreath,  
  kindle in us your Spirit’s fire, that we might welcome others as you have  
  welcomed us. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain,  
  and whose day draws near. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Response Hymn   —   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” stanza 1         veni, emmanuel 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Children’s Message 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, tr. composite; Music: French processional, 15th cent. 
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First Reading   —   Malachi 3:1-4                        Pew Bible, page 778 
 

 After the reading: 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Luke 1:68-69, 76-79                    Antiphon: Carolyn Jennings 
 

 Antiphon: In the tender compassion of our God the dawn  
 from on high will break upon us. 
 
 

 
 

  68Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel, 
   you have come to your people and | set them free. 
  69You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior, 
   born of the house of your | servant David. 
  76And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High, 
   for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way, 
  77to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation 
   by the forgiveness | of their sins. 
  78In the tender compassion | of our God 
   the dawn from on high shall | break upon us, 
  79to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shad- | ow of death, 
   and to guide our feet into the | way of peace. Antiphon 

 
Second Reading   —   Philippians 1:3-11 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of 
my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until 
now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it 
to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of 
you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both 
in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my 
witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my 
prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to 
help you to determine what really matters, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure 
and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation   —   “Wait for the Lord”             wait for the lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Luke 3:1-6                              Spark Story Bible, page 234 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 3rd chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                             Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 249                            “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 

 
 

1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor 
of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Itu-
raea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas 
and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3He 
went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight. 
 5Every valley shall be filled, 
  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
 and the crooked shall be made straight, 
  and the rough ways made smooth; 
 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ” 

Text: Taizé Community; Music: Jacques Berthier © 1994 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications 
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*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 Front of ELW hymnal, page 127 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord”                                          Evelyn Larter 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper”                      Mark Sedio 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 1   divinum mysterium 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 

My soul now magnifies the Lord, my spirit leaps, by joy possessed. You keep me    
in your kind regard; all generations call me blessed. For you alone, O God of might, 
have done amazing things for me. Your mercy flows; your name like light remains 
in time perpetually. Your arm is strong; your strength is great. You scatter those  

of proud intent and cast them down from high estate; then give the low your   
nourishment. You feed the hungry as your own; the wealthy leave with empty 

hands. You give your help to Israel; your gracious promise always stands.           
Sing glory to the Holy One, give honor to the incarnate Word, and praise             

the Power of God most high, from age to age by all adored. 
– Stephanie K. Frey 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Savior of the nations, come, and make your home here in us. 
  Feed us with your love, that our faith shines ever new 
  and our lives reveal your light. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

 P  It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of the sanctuary; ushers will direct  

you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  
bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  

of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  
and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 (8:30) Anthem   —   “Comfort, Comfort”                       arr. John Ferguson 
 

For anthem text, see ELW No. 256. 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 726                             “Light Dawns on a Weary World” 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your  
  glory for all people to see together. Nourished by this meal,  
  send us out to proclaim your good news of liberation and release,  
  brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 244                                             “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   on haf trones lampa färdig           Margrethe Hokanson 

 

+   +   +
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/group_detail.php?group_id=169
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/group_detail.php?group_id=169
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• 

• 

• 

https://stjohnsnorthfield.org/files/Poinsettia-Order-Form-2024-1.pdf
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Zephaniah 3:14-20   †   Isaiah 12:2-6   †   Philippians 4:4-7   †   Luke 3:7-18 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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