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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), 
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section, 

and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section. 
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 
 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                        Daniel Burton 
 

Elinor Niemisto, harp 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Advent Affirmation of Hope 
 

 P Let us affirm our hope in Christ, who came,  
  who comes, and who is to come: 
 

  When violence reigns, 
  and war seems never-ending, 
  Christ is our hope, 

 C born among us, crucified and risen. 
 

 P When despair lies in wait 
  and life loses meaning, 
  Christ is our hope, 

 C born among us, crucified and risen. 
 

 P When people claim to know what God alone knows, 
  and say the end is near, 
  Christ is our hope, 

 C born among us, crucified and risen. 
 

 P When life on earth is extinguished this year, next year, 
  or in a hundred million years,  
  Christ is our hope, 

 C born among us, crucified and risen. 
 

 P In sorrow and joy, today and tomorrow, 
  in life and in death, 
  Christ is our hope, 

 C born among us, crucified and risen. 

 a Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   No. 264        “Prepare the Royal Highway” 
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*Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

 L We light candles during Advent, praying that our preparation for Christmas 
  may help us to look outward in love, and to look forward in hope. 
 

  Let us pray that waiting for Christmas may show us how to be patient  
  when things take time, how to live for Christ day by day,  
  and how to wait for promises not yet fulfilled. 

 C Risen Christ, Light of the world, 
  shine in our lives and shine among us now. 
 

 L In Isaiah, chapter 11, the prophet declares, “They will not hurt or destroy on  
  all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of God,  
  as the waters cover the sea.” We light this candle as a sign of hope that truth  
  will prevail, and justice be done, for all people. As we pray and work for truth,  
  compassion, and justice, near and far— 

 C Risen Christ, Light of the world, 
  shine in our lives and shine among us now. 

 
*Response Hymn   —   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”           veni, emmanuel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. 
  By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; 
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you  
  and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

Text: Barbara Lundblad, 2013. Used with permission. 
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Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 11:1-10                Spark Story Bible, page 172; Pew Bible, page 558 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Reading   —   Romans 15:4-13                                                      Pew Bible, page 924 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

 
 
 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 3:1-12                                                                      Pew Bible, page 784 
 

 Before the reading: 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 3rd chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                             Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

Music: Jacques Berthier, © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, admin GIA Publications, reprinted under OneLicense A-708009 
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Hymn of the Day   —   No. 256      “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” 

 
(10:45) Affirmation of Faith with New Members 
 

Presentation 
 

*Profession of Faith   —   Front of the hymnal, page 105 
 

Affirmation in the Presence of the Assembly 
 

Welcome 
 

Hymn   —   “God Welcomes All”            South African traditional 
 

Sung twice by all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer. 
 
 

Text and Music: © 2008 WGRG, Iona Community, Scotland; admin. GIA Publications, Inc., reprinted under OneLicense.net A-708009 
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*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

(8:30) “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming         arr. F. Melius Christiansen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “The Winter Moon”                                 Daniel Burton 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 1        divinum mysterium 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten, ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

L Let us pray.

a Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in us. 
  Feed us with your love, that our faith shine ever new 
  and our lives reveal your light. 
  Amen.

 

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming, from tender stem hath sprung! Of Jesse’s lineage coming 
as seers of old have sung, it came, a flow’ret bright, amid the cold of winter, when half-
spent was the night. Isaiah ’twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind; with Mary we 
behold it, the virgin mother kind. To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior, 
when half-spent was the night.                    - German carol, 15th century 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*Sanctus                                       picardy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 P Holy One, the beginning and the end...Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
 

 P With this bread and cup...we look with hope for his coming. 

 C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
 

 P Holy God, we long for your Spirit...Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

 C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
 

 P All praise and glory are yours...one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

Text: Trad. liturgical, arr. Kimberly Bracken Long 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
All God’s children are welcome at the table. Communion will be received standing at the front of the sanctuary; 
ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the middle. After you have been served the 

bread, you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray.  
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

(8:30) Anthem   —   “There is No Rose” from A Ceremony of Carols  Benjamin Britten 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hymn   —   No. 250              “Blessed Be the God of Israel” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

There is no rose of such vertu as is the rose that bare Jesu. Alleluia. For in this rose 
conteined was heaven and earth in litel space, Res miranda! (What a wondrous thing!) 
By that rose we may well see there be one God in persons three, Pares forma. (Equal in 
form.) The aungels sungen the shepherds to: Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gaudeamus! (Let 
us rejoice!) Leave we all this werldly mirth, and follow we this joyful birth.  
Transeamus! (We are transformed!)                               - Anon, 14th century 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

L Let us pray. 

 a God of abundance, we give you thanks in this holy meal. 
  May the taste of your love remain with us, and may our words  
  and our work in your name invite others into your grace. 
  Send us from your table to proclaim your presence, even as we  
  await the glorious coming of Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

C Amen.

 
*Sending Hymn   —   No. 244                     “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Christ is with you.

a Thanks be to God.

 
Postlude   —   on haf trones lampa färdig      Margrethe Hokanson 

 

+   +   + 
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Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Isaiah 35:1-10   †   Psalm 146:5-10   †   James 5:7-10   †   Matthew 11:2-11 
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mailto:finance@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:children@stjohnsnorthfield.org
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https://www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday/index.shtml
http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org


 

14 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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Pam Fickenscher, Senior Pastor 

Jonathan Davis, Associate Pastor 

Carol Benson, Director of Jubilate Choir 

Julie Brehmer, Director of Children’s Ministry  

Tim Byers, Facility Manager 

Leah H. Garlie, Office Manager 

Angie Gehring, Shared Ministry Coordinator 

Christy Hall-Holt, Welcome Ministry Coordinator 

Emmanuel Kaghondi, Director of Ministry with Youth & Families 

Sally Lindell, Parish Nurse 

Arielle Loy, Director of Alleluia Choir 

Zachery Pelletier, Director of Rejoice Ringers 

Jaida Gehring / Marvin Perez, Security and Custodial Assistants 

Nathan Proctor, Organist and Director of Worship, Music, & Arts 

Bernie Renander, Financial Manager 
 

Call the Church Office, or check the website for a complete listing of staff emails. 

 


