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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 



 

3 

 
Prelude   —   Three About John: 
 

 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”                    Franklin Ashdown 
 

 “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”                     John Ferguson 
 

 “Prepare the Royal Highway”                                   Robert Hobby 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,  
  who does wondrous things. 

 C Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

 P Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront  
  our sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 P God of new beginnings, 

 C we confess that we have not welcomed your presence among us. 
  We have strayed from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. 
  We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your refining 
  fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of 
  repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 

 P People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch,  
  a living sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

  You have put on + Christ, and your sins have been washed away. 

  Rejoice in the way of the Lord.  C  Amen. 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 264                                      “Prepare the Royal Highway” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.  
  By his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace;  
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you  
  and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

 L Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. 
  You fasten righteousness around your waist and baptize with the  
  Holy Spirit’s fire. Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple  
  flames, and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare.  
  We ask that peace abound, until none hurt or destroy over all the earth. 

 C Amen. 

 
Response Hymn   —   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”           veni, emmanuel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
(8:30) Anthem   —   “Praise and Thanksgiving”                               Edith L. Thompson 
 

Alleluia Choir 

 
(10:45) Anthem   —   “Jesus, Jesus, Come This Way”                          Michael Morris 
 
 
 
 
 

Jubilate Choir 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum; tr. composite; Music: French processional, 15th cent. 

As the winter skies turn dark, may God’s light shine like a spark guiding us to sing and say: 
“Jesus, Jesus, come this way!” As the winter winds blow cold, may our hearts burn warm and 
bold with the strength to hope and pray: “Jesus, Jesus, come this way!” As the winter nights 

grow long, may we hear a holy song ev’ry eve till Christmas day…“Jesus, Jesus, come this way!”
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Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 11:1-10                       Spark Story Bible, page 172 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Reading   —   Romans 15:4-13                                      Pew Bible, page 924 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 3His delight 
shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by 
what his ears hear; 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equi-
ty for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with 
the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his 
waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a 
little child shall lead them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down 
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child shall play over the 
hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9They will 
not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a 
signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
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*Gospel   —   Matthew 3:1-12 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 3rd chapter.  C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 P The Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                              Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 256                            “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the proph-
et Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” 4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with 
a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the peo-
ple of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 
6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7But when he 
saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repent-
ance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell 
you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire. 11I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 
clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.” 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy,  C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always.  C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Stewardship Moment 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “Lift Up Your Heads”                                                                             John L. Bell 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                                Roberta Rowland-Raybold 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 1   divinum mysterium 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 

Lift up your heads, eternal gates, alleluia! See how the king of glory waits, alleluia! 
The Lord of Hosts is drawing near, the Savior of the world is here. Alleluia! But not in 
arms or battle dress, alleluia! God comes a child amidst distress, alleluia! No mighty 
armies shield the way, only coarse linen, wool, and hay. Alleluia! God brings a new 

face to the brave, alleluia! God redefines who best can save: alleluia! Not those whose 
power relies on threat, terror or torture, destruction or debt. Alleluia! God’s match-
less and majestic strength, alleluia! In all its height, depth, breadth, and length, alle-
luia! Now is revealed, its power to prove, by Christ protesting “God is love!” Alleluia! 

                                – George Weissel, trans. Catherine Winkworth, adapt. John L. Bell 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to  
  thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
  and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your  
  healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary;  

ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center.  
After you have been served the bread you will be offered wine or grape juice.  

The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 272                          “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your people,  
  bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for  
  the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen  
  us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to  
  birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 244                    “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   on haf trones lampa färdig           Margrethe Hokanson 

 

+   +   + 
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Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Isaiah 35:1-10   †   Psalm 146:5-10   †   James 5:7-10   †   Matthew 11:2-11 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:finance@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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• 

https://stjohnsnorthfield.org/files/Poinsettia-Order-Form-2022.pdf
http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://stjohnsnorthfield.org/about/forms/
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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