
 

  



 

2 

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), 
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section, 

and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section. 
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
 

Large print bulletins are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 
 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Reflections on ‘E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come’”              Paul Manz 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   No. 436         “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” 

 
*Greeting 
 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you.

 
*Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

 L At every beginning there is a yearning for the one who is coming. 
  O Emmanuel, 

 C Wake us up to your coming. 

 L We gather together to expect the unexpected and imagine the unimaginable. 
  O Emmanuel, 

 C Wake us up to your coming. 

 L We wait for the day when God will recycle tanks into tractors 
  and transform minefields into soccer fields. O Emmanuel, 

 C Wake us up to your coming. 

 L We stay awake by telling stories that offer a glimmer of a future 
  and agitate dormant hope within us. O Emmanuel, 

 C Wake us up to your coming. 

 L Jesus, we welcome your presence now with the lighting of this candle,  
  whose flame brings brightness to winter and fills this place with the glow of hope. 

 C Amen. 

Service of Holy Communion 

First Sunday of Advent 
December 2, 2018  †  8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
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*Response Hymn   —   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” stanza 1   veni, emmanuel 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 

 P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. 
  By your merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins,  
  and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father  
  and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Jeremiah 33:14-16      Spark Story Bible, page 178 ; Pew Bible, page 645 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 25:1-6                Antiphon: Carolyn Jennings 
 

 Antiphon: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
 

 
 

 

  1To | you, O Lord, 
   I lift | up my soul. 
  2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
   nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
  3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
   rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
  4Show me your | ways, O Lord, 
   and teach | me your paths. Antiphon 
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 5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
   for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
  6Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love, 
   for they are from | everlasting. Antiphon 

 
Second Reading   —   1 Thessalonians 3:9-13                                     Pew Bible, page 960 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God.

 
*Gospel Acclamation   —   No. 552                 “Blessed Be the God of Israel” 
 

Stanza 1 

 
*Gospel   —   Luke 21:25-36                                                                     Pew Bible, page 856 
 

 Before the reading: 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 21st chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                 Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   No. 244                     “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” 

 
*The Nicene Creed   —   page 104, front of hymnal 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

(8:30) “E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come”                                   Paul Manz 
 
 

 
 
 

 
St. John’s Chorale 

 

  (10:45) “He Will Come”                                       John L. Bell 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 1  divinum mysterium 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits  
  of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience  
  and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son,  
  our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sin, who loved us all and shed  
his blood that we might saved be. Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty God,  
who was and is and is to come; sing holy, holy, Lord! Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell 
threrein, rejoice on earth, ye saints below, for Christ is coming soon! E’en so, Lord Jesus, 
quickly come, and night shall be no more; they need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ 
will be their all!                                                    -Revelation 22, adapted Ruth and Paul Manz 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*Sanctus                                       picardy 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
*Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 P Holy One, the beginning and the end...Do this for remembrance of me. 

 P Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 
 

 P With this bread and cup...we look with hope for his coming. 

 C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
 

 P Holy God, we long for your Spirit...Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

 C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
 

 P All praise and glory are yours...one God, now and forever 

 C Amen. 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who  
 sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 
 
All God’s children are welcome at the table. Communion will be received standing at the front of the sanctuary; 
ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the middle. After you have been served the 
bread, you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray.  

If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 (8:30) Anthem   —   “”He Will Come”                              John L. Bell
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hymn   —   No. 241          “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” 

 

 Hymn   —   No. 260                          “The King Shall Come” 

He will come when we’re least expecting him, when the world is unprepared as if orphaned  
from its destiny, as if no creator cared. Though for us, it’s out of season, God decides the place 
and time. He will come when we’re least expecting him, when agendas have been set, and the  
deadlines have been finalized through which needs are seldom met. He will come when we’re  
least expecting him ,not to parliament or queen, nor to capitol or capital, blessing what has  
always seen. He will come when we’re least expecting him, as a baby at the breast, with agnostics 
in the dining room, in the answer no one guessed. Yes, he’ll come and he’ll be expecting us to  
accept his call to dine, where the guests are God’s assortment and the food is bread and wine.  
Christ shall come in proper season, take his place and claim his time.            -John L. Bell 



 

9 

*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

P Let us pray. 

 a Holy One, we give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have feasted  
  again on your endless love. Let that love overflow more and more in our  
  lives that we may be messengers to prepare your way, and bearers of your 
  eternal Word, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   No. 239                “Hark, the Glad Sound!” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God.

 
Postlude   —    “Proclamation on wachet auf”         Aaron David Miller 
 
 
 

+   +   + 
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Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Malachi 3:1-4   †   Luke 1:68-79   †   Philippians 1:3-11   †   Luke 3:1-6 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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Pam Fickenscher, Senior Pastor  

Jonathan Davis, Associate Pastor 

Carol Benson, Director of Jubilate Choir 

Melissa Berthelsen, Parish Nurse 

Julie Brehmer, Director of Children’s Ministry  

Tim Byers, Facility Manager 

Leah H. Garlie, Office Manager 

Angie Gehring / Emerson Clay, Youth Support Staff 

Christy Hall-Holt / Mary Kelvie, Shared Ministry Coordinators 

Arielle Loy, Director of Alleluia Choir 

Zachery Pelletier, Director of Rejoice Ringers 

Jaida Gehring / Marvin Perez, Security and Custodial Assistants 

Nathan Proctor, Organist and Director of Worship, Music & Arts 

Bernie Renander, Financial Manager 
 

Call the Church Office, or check the website for a complete listing of staff emails. 

 


