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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Proclamation on wachet auf”                          Aaron David Miller 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  
  alive in the world, reviving creation,  
  arriving soon. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

  God of mercy, 

 C we confess that we have sinned. We have trusted earthly powers  
  and human authority too much. We have grown fearful.  
  We have clung to false comforts. 
 

 P God of might, 

 C we confess that we have sinned. We have trusted false promises. 
  We have turned away from our neighbors.  
 

 P God in our midst, 

 C we confess that we have sinned. We plead: come to us. 
  Bring your mercy to birth in us. 
 

 P A righteous branch springs forth: it is Christ, our Savior, 
  in whom we have forgiveness, life, and mercy. 
  By the power of the Holy Spirit, receive the grace and  

  forgiveness of God through ☩ Christ Jesus, whose day draws near. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 436       “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” 
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*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection  
  alert us to the threating dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life  
  of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  
  one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

 L We praise you, Eternal One. As we light the first candle on this wreath, 
  wake us up to Christ’s coming, that we might welcome your presence in  
  our world and in our hearts. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose  
  coming is certain, and whose day draws near. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Response Hymn   —   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” stanza 1         veni, emmanuel 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Children’s Message 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, tr. composite; Music: French processional, 15th cent. 



 

5 

First Reading   —   Jeremiah 33:14-16  Spark Story Bible, page 178; Pew Bible, page 645 
 

 After the reading: 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 25:1-6                                 Antiphon: Carolyn Jennings 
 

 Antiphon: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
 
 

 
 
  1To | you, O Lord, 
   I lift | up my soul. 
  2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
   nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
  3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
   rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
  4Show me your | ways, O Lord, 
   and teach | me your paths. 
  5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
   for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
  6Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love, 
   for they are from | everlasting. Antiphon 

 
Second Reading   —   1 Thessalonians 3:9-13                          Pew Bible, page 960 
 

 After the reading: 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation   —   “Wait for the Lord”             wait for the lord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Text: Taizé Community; Music: Jacques Berthier © 1994 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications 
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*Gospel   —   Luke 21:25-36 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 21st chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                          Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 901                           “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper” 

 
*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 Front of ACS hymnal, page 19 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will 
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the 
heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with 
power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise 
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they 
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, 
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 
32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 
33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunk-
enness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a 
trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all 
times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take 
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
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*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “Song in the Night”                                                                arr. Zach Busch 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “An Advent Prayer”                                                         Allen Pote 
 
 

 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 1   divinum mysterium 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Savior of the nations, come, and make your home here in us. 
  Feed us with your love, that our faith shines ever new 
  and our lives reveal your light. Amen. 

 

Come to us. O Jesus, my Savior, my song in the night, come to us with thy tender 
love, my soul’s delight. Unto thee, O Lord, in affliction I call. My comfort by day 
and my song in the night. Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! E’en though it 

be a cross that raiseth me, still all my song shall be, nearer, my God, to thee. 
Though like the wanderer, the sun gone down, darkness be over me, my rest a 

stone. O Jesus, my song, yet in my dreams I’d be nearer my God, to thee. 
– Joseph Swain, Sarah Flower Adams 

Come holy Jesus, come to free us from our sin. Come holy Jesus, and make us pure 
within. Inspire each heart with illumined surprise, enkindle a flame anew. Increase 

our faith and strengthen our lives, show us the joy of living life in you. 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 

 P  It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of the sanctuary; ushers will direct  

you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  
bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  

of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  
and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 (8:30) Hymn   —   “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness, O Lord” 
 

   Refrain  —  all; Verses  —  choir 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For verse texts, see All Creation Sings, page 32 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 243                                                      “Lost in the Night” 

 

Text: With One Voice, Music: Anne Krentz Organ © 20202 Augsburg Fortress 



 

10 

*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your  
  glory for all people to see together. Nourished by this meal,  
  send us out to proclaim your good news of liberation and release,  
  brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 239                                                   “Hark, the Glad Sound!” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “Festival Voluntary”                                    Flor Peeters 

 

+   +   +
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Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Malachi 3:1-4   †   Luke 1:68-79   †   Philippians 1:3-11   †   Luke 3:1-6 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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