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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Proclamation on wachet auf”                          Aaron David Miller 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 Front of ELW hymnal, page 94 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 436             “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day and Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

 L Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. You hold us in our waiting  
  and keep us awake to the world. Bless us as we light this candle to keep  
  vigil for your arrival. We trust that even though we do not know the day  

  or the hour, you hurry to gather all people to your peace.  C  Amen. 

 
Response Hymn   —   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                            veni, emmanuel 
 

 
 
 
 

Text: Barbara Lundblad, 2013. Used with permission. Music: French processional 
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First Reading   —   Isaiah 2:1-5   Spark Story Bible, page 164; Pew Bible, page 550 
 

 After the reading: 
 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 122                        Antiphon: Paul J. Christiansen 
 

 Antiphon: Peace be unto you. 
 
 
 

 
  1I was glad when they | said to me, 
   “Let us go to the house | of the Lord.” 
  2Now our | feet are standing 
   within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 
 

  3Jerusalem is built | as a city 
   that is at unity | with itself; 
  4to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the Lord, 
   the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the Lord. Antiphon 
 

  5For there are the | thrones of judgment, 
   the thrones of the | house of David. 
  6Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 
   “May they pros- | per who love you. 
 

  7Peace be with- | in your walls 
   and quietness with- | in your towers. 
  8For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 
   I pray for | your prosperity. Antiphon 

 
Second Reading   —   Romans 13:11-14                           Pew Bible, page 923 
 

 After the reading: 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 
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Children’s Message 
 

 “Wonders of Worship” 

 
 

 
 
 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 24:36-44 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 24th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels 
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in the days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they 
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming 
of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 
41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 
42Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief 
was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do 
not expect.” 

Text and Music: Anne Krentz Organ 

Text: Taizé Community; Music: Jacques Berthier © 1994 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications 
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Sermon                                                             Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 438                                          “My Lord, What a Morning” 

 
*Advent Credo                 Daniel Berrigan, 1921–2016 
 

P It is not true that creation and the human family are doomed to  
  destruction and loss—

a This is true: “For God so loved the world that he gave  
  his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him  
  shall not perish but have everlasting life.”  (John 3:16) 
 

 P It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination,  
  hunger and poverty, death and destruction—

a This is true: “I have come that they may have life,  
  and have it abundantly.”  (John 10:10b) 
 

 P It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last word,  
  and that war and destruction rule forever— 

a This is true: “Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,  
  and the government shall be upon his shoulders,  
  his name shall be called Wonderful Councilor, Mighty God,  
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  (Isaiah 9:6) 
 

 P So let us enter Advent in hope, even hope against hope. 
  Let us see visions of love and peace and justice. 
  Let us affirm with humility, with joy, with faith, with courage: 
  Jesus Christ—the life of the world. 

 a Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
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*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “Keep Your Lamps!”                                    Spiritual, arr. André Thomas 

 
 
 

 
  (10:45) “Keep Your Lamps!”                                                 Mary Howarth 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 1        divinum mysterium 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 

 
 
 
 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams  
  in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that  
  we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come.  
  Amen. 

 

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, the time is drawing nigh.  
Children don’t get weary ’til your work is done.  

Christian journey soon be over, the time is drawing nigh. 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

 P  It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 (8:30) Anthem   —   “Bright Morning Stars”                    Spiritual, arr. Alice Parker 
 
 
 

 
Robbie Shaw, baritone 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 241                    “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” 

Bright morning stars are rising and day is a-breaking in my soul. O where are our dear 
mothers? They are sowing seeds of gladness, and day is a-breaking in my soul. O where 
are our dear fathers? They have crossed the river shouting, and day is a-breaking in my 

soul. They are all by the streams a-dancing, and day is a-breaking in my soul. 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. 
  Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, 
  and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 711                                      “O Day of Peace” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “The Peace may be exchanged.” from Rubrics      Dan Locklair 

 

+   +   +

 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Isaiah 11:1-10   †   Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19   †   Romans 15:4-13   †   Matthew 3:1-12 
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12 
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• 

• 

• 

mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:children@stjohnsnorthfield.org
mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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• 

• 

• 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZt9nHGnvWJ2X0RNW3UwteB3RFrNUC8WYf_IMYnoz1khsBxQ/viewform
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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