
 

  

Service of the Word 

First Sunday of Advent 
November 29, 2020  †  9:00 a.m. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church †  Northfield, Minnesota 



 

2 

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are listening this morning! 
 

During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow 
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our 

community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the 
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease, 

and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances. 
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart. 

 

Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you  
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,  

and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways 
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else. 

 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Proclamation on wachet auf”                     Aaron David Miller 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be God, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
  whose forgiveness is sure 
  and whose steadfast love endures forever. 

 C Amen. 
 

  Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power. 
 

  Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 P Loving and forgiving God, 

 C we confess that we are held captive by sin. 
  Even with our best efforts, we have gone astray.  
  We have not welcomed the stranger; 
  we have not loved our neighbor; 
  we have not been Christ to one another. 
  Restore us, O God. 
  Wake us, turn us from our sins, 
  and renew us each day in the light of Christ. 
 

 P People of God, hear this glad news: 
  by God’s endless grace 
  your sins are forgiven and you are free— 
  free from all that holds you back, 
  and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. 
  May you be strengthened in God’s love, 

  ☩  comforted by Christ’s peace, 
  and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 C Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn   —   “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” (#436)                 wachet auf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

 L We light candles during Advent,  
  praying that our preparation for Christmas 
  may help us look outward in love  
  and look forward in hope. 

Text: Philipp Nicolai, tr. composite © 1999 Augsburg Fortress; Music: Philipp Nicolai 
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  The prophet Isaiah cried out to God,  
  “Oh, that you would tear open the heavens and come down.  
  You have hidden your face from us; make your name known. 
  You are our potter, and we are your clay;  
  we are all the work of your hand.” 
 

  Like Isaiah we too cry out,  
  knowing God has already come and is still coming. 
  We light our first candle as a prayer for our suffering world, 
  that God, who is often hidden, may be revealed to us and to all. 

 C Risen Christ, Light of the world, 
  shine in our lives and shine among us now. 

 
*Response Hymn   —   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (#257)    veni, emmanuel 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 a And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection  
  awaken us to the threating dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless  
  until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father  
  and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen.

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, tr. composite; Music: French processional, 15th cent. 
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Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 64:1-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 80:1-6, 18-19                                           Tone: Kevin Vogt 
 

 

 
 

 
1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 

  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 

 

3Restore | us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 4O Lord | God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray? 
  

5You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
 6You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
 

1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would 
quake at your presence—2as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to 
boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble 
at your presence! 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, 
the mountains quaked at your presence. 4From ages past no one has heard, no ear has 
perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 
5You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you 
were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 6We have all be-
come like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all 
fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7There is no one who calls 
on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, 
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 8Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we 
are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. 9Do not be exceed-
ingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all 
your people. 
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18And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
 19Restore us, O Lord | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 

 
Second Reading   —   1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 L The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation   —   “Wait for the Lord” (#262)                        wait for the lord 
 
 

 

 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Mark 13:24-37 

P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 13th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4I give thanks to 
my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Je-
sus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every 
kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you 
are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon 
will not give its light, 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the 
heavens will be shaken. 26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great 
power and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four 
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 28From the fig tree learn its les-
son: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that sum-
mer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, 
at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these 
things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass 
away. 32But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 

Text: Taizé Community; Music: Jacques Berthier © 1994 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications 
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 P The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                Pastor Jonathan Davis

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   “Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory” (#561)                    joyous light 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will 
come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 
charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35There-
fore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep 
when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

Text: Greek hymn, 3rd cent., para. Marty Haugen; Music: Marty Haugen; © 1987 GIA Publications 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  “Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme” BWV 645                                     J. S. Bach 

 
*Thanksgiving for the Word 
 

 P Holy God, the Beginning and the Ending, our Hope as we wait,  
  we praise you for joining us to your people of old.  
  We bless you for your prophets who call us to righteousness  
  and promise a new earth with peace for all.  
  For the Word of your covenant, we thank you, O God.  
  Send your Spirit on all who receive your Word.  
  Nurture our faith with your grace, accompany us with your might,  
  and empower our zeal for your justice and joy.  
  For your Word through the church, we praise you, O God. 

 C Amen. 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 
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*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn   —   “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” (#244)        haf trones lampa färdig 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, tr. Sarah B. Findlater; Music: Swedish folk tune 
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*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   on haf trones lampa färdig                            Margrethe Hokanson 

 

+   +   + 
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mailto:children@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org
http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org/courageous
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mailto:children@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://communityactioncenter.org/files/CAC-5-Most-Wanted-Flyer.pdf
https://communityactioncenter.org/files/CAC-5-Most-Wanted-Flyer.pdf
mailto:rob.quanbeck@gmail.com
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Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Isaiah 40:1-11   †   Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13   †   2 Peter 3:8-15a   †   Mark 1:1-8 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://kymnradio.net/
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