Service of Holy Communion
First Sunday of Advent
November 28, 2021 † 8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning!
All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews.
Please pass them to the center and then back
so you can greet those worshipping around you.
Ushers will gather these following worship.
In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,
and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.
An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able.
P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation
Children are welcome to participate throughout our
worship service, including at Holy Communion.
Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine.

Children’s Bibles and activity bags
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary
and scribble cards are available in the pews.
Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher.
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop.
Large print bulletins are available for worship services.

+

+

+

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
2

Prelude — “Proclamation on wachet auf”

Aaron David Miller

Welcome and Announcements
*Gathering Hymn — ELW No. 436

“Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”

*Lighting of the Advent Wreath
L We praise you, Eternal One.
As we light the first candle on this wreath,
wake us up to Christ’s coming, that we might
welcome your presence in our world and in our hearts.
Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming
is certain, and whose day draws near.
C Amen.
*Response Hymn — “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” stanza 1

veni, emmanuel

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, tr. composite; Music: French processional, 15th cent.

*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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*Prayer of the Day
P Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection
alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your
life of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Children’s Message
First Reading — Jeremiah 33:14-16
14

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in
the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is
the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.”

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Magnificat — “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness” (All Creation Sings, setting 12)
Refrain — choir/cantor, then all singing

Choir: My soul proclaims your greatness, Lord; I sing my Savior’s praise!
You looked upon my lowliness, and I am full of grace.
Now every land and every age this blessing shall proclaim—
great wonders you have done for me, and holy is your name.
Refrain — all singing
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Second Reading — 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
9

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our
God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to
face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 11Now may our God and Father himself
and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and
abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may
he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and
Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation — “Nothing in All Creation”

*Gospel — Luke 21:25-36
P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 21st chapter. C Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the
heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with
power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise
your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”
29
Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they
sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also,
when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.
34
“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a
trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all
times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take
place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon

Pastor Jonathan Davis

Hymn of the Day — ACS No. 901

“Now the Heavens Start to Whisper”

*The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession

After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
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Offering of Our Gifts
(8:30) “The

Hills Are Bare at Bethlehem”

Early American tune, arr. Ralph Johnson

The hills are bare at Bethlehem, no future for the world they show; yet here new life
begins to grow, from earth’s old dust a greenwood stem. The stars are cold at Bethlehem, no warmth for those beneath the sky; yet here the radiant angels fly, and joy
burns new, a fiery gem. The heart is tired at Bethlehem, no human dream unbroken
stands; yet here God comes to mortal hands, and hope renewed cries out: “Amen!”
—Royce J. Scherf

St. John’s Chorale
(10:45) “Now

the Heavens Start to Whisper”

*Offering Hymn — “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 1

Mark Sedio
divinum mysterium

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be,
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he,
of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see,
evermore and evermore.
*Offering Prayer
L Let us pray.
C Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in us.
Feed us with your love, that our faith shines ever new
and our lives reveal your light. Amen.

*Great Thanksgiving
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P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Words of Institution
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary;
ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center.
After you have been served the bread you will be offered wine or grape juice.
The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray.
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,
and communion will be brought to you.
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Music during Communion
“Lamb of God”

*Post-Communion Blessing
*Prayer after Communion
L God of abundance, we give you thanks in this holy meal.
May the taste of your love remain with us, and may our words
and our work in your name invite others into your grace.
Send us from your table to proclaim your presence, even as we
await the glorious coming of Christ our Savior.
C Amen.

*Blessing
Response:
C Amen.
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*Sending Hymn — ELW No. 244

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”

*Dismissal
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude — on haf trones lampa färdig

+

+
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Margrethe Hokanson

+

11

12

13

Second Sunday of Advent
Malachi 3:1-4 † Luke 1:68-79 † Philippians 1:3-11 † Luke 3:1-6
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