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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme” BWV 645                        J. S. Bach 
 

Paul Beck, trombone 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,  
  who does wondrous things. 

 C Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

 P Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront  
  our sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

 P God of new beginnings, 

 C we confess that we have not welcomed your presence among us. 
  We have strayed from your paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. 
  We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your refining 
  fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of 
  repentance, and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 

 P People of God,  
  a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. 
  By water and the Spirit you are joined to this wonder. 

  You have put on + Christ, and your sins have been washed away. 
  Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 436                            “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Stir up your power, L0rd Christ, and come. By your merciful protection  
  save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk  
  in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and  
  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

 L Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. You hold us in our  
  waiting and keep us awake to the world. You show up in our lives at  
  unexpected times. Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your  
  arrival. We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour,  
  you hurry to gather all people to your peace.  

 C Amen. 

 
Response Hymn   —   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”           veni, emmanuel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 2:1-5   Spark Story Bible, page 164; Pew Bible, page 550 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum; tr. composite; Music: French processional, 15th cent. 
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Psalmody   —   Psalm 122                                                         Antiphon: John Ferguson 
 

 Antiphon: I was glad when they said unto me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” 

 

 
  1I was glad when they | said to me, 
   “Let us go to the house | of the Lord.” 
  2Now our | feet are standing 
   within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 
  3Jerusalem is built | as a city 
   that is at unity | with itself; 
  4to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the Lord, 
   the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the Lord. Antiphon 
  5For there are the | thrones of judgment, 
   the thrones of the | house of David. 
  6Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 
   “May they pros- | per who love you. 
  7Peace be with- | in your walls 
   and quietness with- | in your towers. 
  8For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 
   I pray for | your prosperity.” Antiphon 

 
Second Reading   —   Romans 13:11-14                                      Pew Bible, page 923 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
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*Gospel   —   Matthew 24:36-44                                                   Pew Bible, page 806 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 24th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                 Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 904                                  “Come to Be Our Hope, O Jesus” 
 

Stanza 1  —  cantor, Spanish; Stanzas 1–2  —  all singing, English 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giv-
ing in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the 
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then 
two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grind-
ing meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you 
do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed 
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain”                      Carolyn Jennings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                                                     John Ferguson 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” stanza 1   divinum mysterium 
 

Of the Father’s love begotten ere the worlds began to be, 
he is Alpha and Omega, he the source, the ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 
evermore and evermore. 

 
 
 

Climb to the top of the highest mountain, joyous tiding proclaim to the world, lift up 
your voice, shout the good news: Behold, your Lord comes to you. He will feed his 

flock like a shepherd, he will carry the lambs in his arms, he will ever keep them safe 
from harm. Behold, your Lord comes to you. He who made the stars in the heaven, he 

who fashioned the earth and the sea, from time eternal he was God, the Alpha and 
Omega, he. Behold, your Lord! He will come in power and glory, he will rule with  

mercy and truth, hope of all the nations, light of all the world. He will love the little     
children, he will hold them in his arms. Love him and trust him as a child, behold,       

your Lord comes to you. Love him, trust him as a child. 
                                                 – Adapted from Isaiah 40 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to  
  thirsty ground. Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, 
  and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need of your  
  healing and justice. We ask this through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 
 

On the fourth Sunday of the month during communion, we offer the practice of  
anointing your brow with oil and receiving a blessing. If you want, you may ask for a  

specific prayer blessing from the anointer. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Hymn   —   ACS No. 949        “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning” 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your people,  
  bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for  
  the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen  
  us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your promised future, coming to  
  birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 711                                      “O Day of Peace” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   on jerusalem                                                   Charles Callahan 

 

+   +   + 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe2PxEU8VZ0-mv5PYsUDIgr8d2LSWR7qnGcw8GIVrfkZ8hffA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe2PxEU8VZ0-mv5PYsUDIgr8d2LSWR7qnGcw8GIVrfkZ8hffA/viewform
mailto:children@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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https://stjohnsnorthfield.org/files/Poinsettia-Order-Form-2022.pdf
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Isaiah 11:1-10   †   Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19   †   Romans 15:4-13   †   Matthew 3:1-12 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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