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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “For the Beauty of the Earth”                                             J. D. Frizzell 
 

Rejoice Ringers 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 855                “Crown Him with Many Crowns” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy.  
  We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory.  
  Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit habitation for your  
  divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns  
  with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 C Amen. 

 

 
First Reading   —   Jeremiah 23:1-6 
 

 
 
 

 

1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. 
2Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shep-
herd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and 
you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the 
Lord. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I 
have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and 
multiply. 4I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no 
longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 



 

4 

 
 
 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 46                                         Antiphon: Tom Witt 
 

 Antiphon: Though the earth shall change, though the mountains tremble, 
 though the waters rage, you, God, are here. Though the nations war, 
 though the peoples battle, though the empire falters, we will not fear. 

 
 
 
 

  1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 
   a very present | help in trouble. 
  2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 
   and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 
  3though its waters | rage and foam, 
   and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 
  4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 
   the holy habitation of | the Most High. 
  5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 
   God shall help it at the | break of day. 
  6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 
   God speaks, and the earth | melts away. Antiphon 
  7The Lord of | hosts is with us; 
   the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. 
  8Come now, regard the works | of the Lord, 
   what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth; 
  9behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world; 
   who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire. 
  10“Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 
   I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.” 
  11The Lord of | hosts is with us; 
   the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. Antiphon 

 

  5The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous 
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and right-
eousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And 
this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 
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Children’s Message 
 

 “Wonders of Worship” 

 
 
 
 
 
Second Reading   —   Colossians 1:11-20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

11May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so 
that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12giving thanks to the Father, who 
has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He has rescued us 
from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in 
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
  15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 
17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of 
the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might 
come to have first place in everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

Text and Music: Anne Krentz Organ 
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*Gospel   —   Luke 23:32-43                                                  Spark Story Bible, page 474 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 23rd chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                          Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 953                     “Before the Ancient One, Christ Stands” 

 
(8:30) *The Apostles’ Creed 
 

  Front of ACS hymnal, page 17 

 
(10:45) Affirmation of Baptism with New Members 
 

  Front of ELW hymnal, pages 234–236 
 

  Presentation 
 

    *Profession of Faith   —   Front of ELW hymnal, page 235 
 

  Affirmation in the Presence of the Assembly 

32Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him.33When 
they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the crimi-
nals, one on his right and one on his left. 34Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35And 
the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; 
let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36The soldiers also 
mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of 
the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the 
Jews.” 39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are 
you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you 
not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed 
have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this 
man has done nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in 
your kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 
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Welcome 
 

Hymn   —   ELW No. 522                                    “As We Gather at Your Table” 
 

Stanza 1 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “Jesus Loves Me”                                                  Martha Lynn Thompson 

 
  (10:45) “We Praise You, O God”                                   Emma Lou Diemer 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Now Thank We All Our God” stanza 1   nun danket alle gott 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Martin Rinkhart, tr. Catherine Winkworth; Music: Johann Crüger 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of all goodness, generations have gathered around your table,  
  and shared your abundant blessings. As we gather these gifts  
  and give thanks, we remember and care for all you have made,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 870                                             “We Praise You, O God” 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 893                           “Before You, Lord, We Bow” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. 
  Sustain us on the journey, strengthen us to care for the least of  
  your beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts 
  as we meet you on the way. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 679                 “For the Fruit of All Creation” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   on nun danket alle gott                         John Ferguson 
 
 
 

+   +   +

 

First Sunday of Advent 
 

Isaiah 2:1-5   †   Psalm 122   †   Romans 13:11-14   †   Matthew 24:36-44 
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• 

• 

mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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• 
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• 

• 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdZt9nHGnvWJ2X0RNW3UwteB3RFrNUC8WYf_IMYnoz1khsBxQ/viewform
mailto:children@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:children@stjohnsnorthfield.org
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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