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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Prelude and Fugue in C Major                                                  J. S. Bach 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   “Rejoice, the Lord Is King!”            darwall’s 148th 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy.  
  We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory.  
  Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world into a habitation for your divine 
  majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with  
  you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1746, alt. Music: John Darwall, 1770 
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Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Judges 9:8-15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 46                                          Refrain: Tom Witt (ACS No. 1035) 
 

 Refrain: first time  —  cantor, then all singing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

8The trees once went out to anoint a king over themselves. So they said to the olive tree, 
‘Reign over us.’ 9The olive tree answered them, ‘Shall I stop producing my rich oil by which 
gods and mortals are honored, and go to sway over the trees?’ 10Then the trees said to the 
fig tree, ‘You come and reign over us.’ 11But the fig tree answered them, ‘Shall I stop pro-
ducing my sweetness and my delicious fruit, and go to sway over the trees?’ 12Then the 
trees said to the vine, ‘You come and reign over us.’ 13But the vine said to them, ‘Shall I stop 
producing my wine that cheers gods and mortals, and go to sway over the trees?’ 14So all 
the trees said to the bramble, ‘You come and reign over us.’ 15And the bramble said to the 
trees, ‘If in good faith you are anointing me king over you, then come and take refuge in 
my shade; but if not, let fire come out of the bramble and devour the cedars of Lebanon.’ 

Psalm Paraphrase: Rolf Vegdahl and Tom Witt; Music Tom Witt © 2009 Augsburg Fortress 
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1God is our ref- | uge and strength, 
   a very present | help in trouble. 
  2Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved, 
   and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea; 
  3though its waters | rage and foam, 
   and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult. 
  4There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God, 
   the holy habitation of | the Most High. Refrain  —  all singing 
  5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken; 
   God shall help it at the | break of day. 
  

6The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake; 
   God speaks, and the earth | melts away. 
  10“Be still, then, and know that | I am God; 
   I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.” 
  11The Lord of | hosts is with us; 
   the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. Refrain  —  all singing 

 
Second Reading   —   Colossians 1:11-20 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
 

11May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and 
may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully 12giving thanks to 
the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13He 
has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his 
beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; 16for in him all things 
in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or do-
minions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. 17He 
himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the head of the 
body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come 
to have first place in everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth 
or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Luke 23:33-43                                             Spark Story Bible, page 474 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 23rd chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                              Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 334                           “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery” 
 

Stanzas 1–3 

33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; 
for they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 
35And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved 
others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36The soldiers 
also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and saying, “If you are the 
King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the 
King of the Jews.” 
 39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you 
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not 
fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have 
been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man 
has done nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 



 

7 

*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Stewardship Moment 
 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  “Rejoice, the Lord Is King”                                                                arr. Susan Geschke 
 

Rejoice Ringers 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “For the Fruit of All Creation” stanza 3               ar hyd y nos 
 

For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God. 

For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us, 
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God. 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Blessed are you, Maker of all things. As you have entrusted us with  
  all that you have created, now gather our gifts, nourish us with this  
  sacrament, and send us to those who hunger and thirst, for the sake  
  of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Anthem   —   “Gift of Finest Wheat”                               arr. Michael Helman 

 
 Hymn   —   ACS No. 954        “You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you have fed us with the bread  
  of heaven and given us a foretaste of Paradise. Enliven us to be your body in  
  the world and to serve those who are in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 840               “Now Thank We All Our God” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “Now Thank We All Our God”                  Sigfrid Karg-Elert 

 
+   +   + 
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First Sunday of Advent 
 

Isaiah 2:1-5   †   Psalm 122   †   Romans 13:11-14   †   Matthew 24:36-44 
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