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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Fanfare”                                                                            arr. Kevin McChesney 
 

Rejoice Ringers 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 858                         “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 
 

Stanza 3 may be sung in harmony. 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Righteous God, you care for the earth and all its peoples, and you  
  give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and  
  wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 
(10:45) Anthem   —   “I Am Grateful to the Lord”           Michael Morris 
 

 
 

Jubilate Choir 

 
 
 

I’m grateful to the Lord. I’m blessed by the Lord. I’m a servant of the Lord.            
I’m forgiven by the Lord. I’m protected by the Lord. I’m beloved by the Lord.         

I’m created by the Lord. I’m a child of the Lord. I’m guided by the Lord.  
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Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Acclamation 
 

Please remain seated. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Gospel   —   Matthew 25:14-30                                             Spark Story Bible, page 316 

 
Sermon                                                          Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 
anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will 
come like a thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden 
destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and 
there will be no escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise 
you like a thief; 5for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the 
night or of darkness. 6So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake 
and be sober; 7for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at 
night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith 
and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath 
but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that 
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11Therefore encourage one another 
and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 
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Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 678                     “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” 

 
(8:30) Affirmation of Baptism 
 

 Front of ELW hymnal, pages 234–236 
 

 Presentation 
 

 *Profession of Faith   —   Front of ELW hymnal, page 235 
 

 Affirmation in the Presence of the Assembly 
 

  P People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers  
   and pray for them in their life in Christ? 

C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Welcome 
 

Hymn   —   “As We Gather at Your Table” stanza 1                    in babilone 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr. © 1989 Hope Publishing Company; Music: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradanse, 1710 
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(10:45) *The Apostles’ Creed 
 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
   born of the virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried;  
   he descended to the dead. 
   On the third day he rose again;  
   he ascended into heaven, 
   he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 
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Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  “Fantasy on ‘All Creatures of Our God and King’ ”                         arr. Sandra Eithun 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “For the Fruit of All Creation” stanza 1          ar hyd y nos 
 

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 
For these gifts to every nation, thanks be to God. 

For the tending, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, thanks be to God. 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of all goodness, generations have gathered around your table,  
  and shared your abundant blessings. As we gather these gifts  
  and give thanks, we remember and care for all you have made,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 
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Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 (8:30) Anthem   —   “Morning Has Broken”                      arr. Robert Scholz 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 870                                             “We Praise You, O God” 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 464                          “Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. 
  Sustain us on the journey, strengthen us to care for the least of  
  your beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts 
  as we meet you on the way. 

 C Amen. 

Morning has broken like the first morning. Blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning, praise for them springing fresh from the 

world. Sweet the rain’s new fall, sunlit from heaven, like the first dewfall on the first 
grass. Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, sprung in completeness where his feet 

pass. Mine is the sunshine, mine is the morning, born of the one light Eden saw play. 
Praise with elation, praise every morning, God’s recreation of the new day. Now by your 
Spirit, Jesus, our Savior, we may inherit new life and peace. Your grace invites us; your 

love unites us; with light you guide us. Our faith increase. 
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(8:30) Blessing and Sending for Craig Schultz 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 840                          “Now Thank We All Our God” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   on lobe den herren                                    David Cherwien 

 

+   +   + 
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Christ the King Sunday 
 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24   †   Psalm 95:1-7a   †   Ephesians 1:15-23   †   Matthew 25:31-46 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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