
  

 

Service of Holy Communion 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 

November 19, 2017  †  8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church  †  Northfield, Minnesota 
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We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets 
in the red books at the end of the pews. 

Please pass them down to the center and then back 
so you can greet those worshipping around you. 

Ushers will gather these following worship. 
 

In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), 
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section, 

and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section. 
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our 
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion 
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 
Hearing assistance devices are available outside the sanctuary. 

 
Large print bulletins are now available for Sunday worship services. 

Please ask an usher if you would like one. 

 
Prelude   —   “Aria”                          Paul Manz 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
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*Gathering Hymn   —   No. 632              “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 

 
*Confession 
 

 P Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity,  
  the one who fashions us, 
  the one who heals us,  
  the one who reforms us again and again. 

 C Amen. 
 

  Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power. 
 

  Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 P Source of all life, 

 C we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear  
  that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, 
  yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than  
  moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered 
  by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the 
  healing of your whole creation. Amen. 

 
*Absolution 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 a And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

P Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples,  
  and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and  
  wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through  
  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord 

C Amen. 
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Children’s Message 
 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 90:1-9, 12                             Antiphon: Hal Hopson 
 

 Antiphon: Teach us to know the shortness of our days;  
    may wisdom dwell within our hearts. 
 

 
 
 
 

  1Lord, you have | been our refuge 
   from one generation | to another. 
  2Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the | earth were born, 
   from age to age | you are God. 
  3You turn us back to the | dust and say, 
   “Turn back, O child- | ren of earth.” 
  4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when | it is past 
   and like a watch | in the night; 
  5you sweep them away | like a dream, 
   they fade away suddenly | like the grass: 
  6in the morning it is | green and flourishes; 
   in the evening it is dried | up and withered. 
  7For we are consumed | by your anger; 
   we are afraid because | of your wrath. 
  8Our iniquities you have | set before you, 
   and our secret sins in the light | of your countenance. 
  

9When you are angry, all our | days are gone; 
   we bring our years to an end | like a sigh.  
 12So teach us to num- | ber our days 
   that we may apply our | hearts to wisdom. Antiphon 
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Second Reading   —   1 Thessalonians 5:1-11                             Pew Bible, page 960 
 

 After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 25:14-30               Spark Story Bible, page316; Pew Bible, page 807 
 

 Before the reading: 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                       Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 
Hymn   —   No. 757             “All My Hope on God Is Founded” 

 
(8:30) *The Apostles’ Creed   —   Front of hymnal, page 127 
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(10:45) Affirmation of Baptism with New Members   —   Front of hymnal, pages 234-236 
 

 Presentation 
 

 *Profession of Faith   —   Front of the hymnal, page 235 
 

 Affirmation in the Presence of the Assembly 
 

  P People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers  
   and pray for them in their life in Christ? 

C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

Welcome 
 

Baptismal Hymn   —   No. 211                                  “You Have Put on Christ” 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  “With Heart and Hands and Voices”          Douglas Wagner 
      Based on tunes nun danket, kremser, and dix 

 

Rejoice Ringers 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Now Thank We All Our God” stanza 1                         nun danket 
 

Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices, 
who wondrous things has done, in whom this world rejoices; 

who, from our mothers’ arms, has blest us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our  
  life and our labor. Take them, and use them to set a table that will heal  
  the whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
  Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 

 
 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 a  
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*Words of Institution 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
   now and forever. Amen. 

 
All God’s children are welcome at the table. Communion will be received standing at the front of the sanctuary; 
ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the middle. After you have been served 
the bread, you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 Anthem   —   “With Thankful Hearts”               Douglas Wagner 

Based on tunes st. george’s windsor, kremser, wir pflügen 
 

 Hymn   —   No. 689                               “Praise and Thanksgiving” 
 

 Hymn   —   No. 870                                   “We Praise You, O God”
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*Post Communion Litany and Benediction 
 

 P God, you have fed us with your very self.

a We say thank you.   

 P You have made us one in the body of Christ.

a We say thank you. 
 

 P You strengthen us to follow you in a hungry world.

a We say thank you. 
 

 P Fed, united, and strengthened to be a blessing, 
  may the Lord fill you with hope, joy, and peace,  
  and bless you now and forever.

a Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   “For the Beauty of the Earth” stanza 1 and 5                dix 

Music at ELW 879 
 

For the beauty of the earth, for the beauty of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth over and around us lies: 

Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise. 
 

For each perfect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav’n; 
for thyself, best gift divine, to our world so freely giv’n: 

Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise. 
 
*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   “Wir glauben all’ an einen Gott” BWV 680                                        J.S. Bach 

 

+   +   +



10 

 

   

 



11 

 

Those affirming their baptism today at the 10:45 a.m. worship service: 
 

Charles and Shirley Anderson, Melissa Berger,  
Tamara and Demian Jackman & Quinn, Imogen, Frances, 

Tom Kaiser, Tracy Kochendorfer, Wanda and Rick Koehler, 
Arielle and Adam Loy & Anders and Isaac, Janet Monson, Julie Monson, 
David and Sue Schorr, Joyce Stofft, Bruce Blomberg & Ben and Jackson, 

Inger and Dan Hanson & Sylvi, Mari, Thea, 
Brent and Melissa Pellinen & Edie and Iris, 

Wally and Roberta Wegner 
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mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
tel:(507)%20645-4429
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/group_detail.php?group_id=162
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mailto:finance@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:peggyjhanson@gmail.com
tel:(952)%20210-2358
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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Christ the King Sunday 
 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24   †   Psalm 95:1-7a   †   Ephesians 1:15-23   †   Matthew 25:31-46 



 

Pam Fickenscher and Jonathan Davis, Pastors 

Carol Benson, Director of Alleluia and Jubilate Choirs 

Julie Brehmer, Director of Children’s Ministry  

Tim Byers, Facility Manager 

Leah H. Garlie, Office Manager 

Angie Gehring / Rebekah Thomas, Youth Support Staff 

Christy Hall-Holt / Mary Kelvie, Shared Ministry Coordinators 

Zachery Pelletier, Director of Rejoice Ringers 

Marvin Perez, Security and Custodial Assistant 

Nathan Proctor, Organist and Director of Worship, Music & Arts 

Bernie Renander, Financial Manager 

Melissa Berthelsen, Parish Nurse 

 

Call the church office or check the website for a complete listing of staff emails. 


