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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “We Praise You, O God”                              Joel Raney 
 

Rejoice Ringers 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

 Stewardship Temple Talk 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 870                                               “We Praise You, O God” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Generous God, you care for the earth and all its peoples, and you  
  give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and  
  wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 
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(8:30) Rite of Welcome 
 

  Introduction of Newcomers 
 

   Kathryn Lohre, Benjamin, Hannah, and James 
   Jessica Olson 
   Anne Forrest and Bob Prim 
   Angel and Drew Yackel, Maggie, and Simon 
 

  Signing of the Newcomers with the Cross 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your forehead.  
   It is Christ himself who now strengthens you with  
   this sign of his love. Learn to know and follow him. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your ears, 
   that you may hear the voice of the Lord. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your eyes, 
   that you may see the glory of God. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your lips, 
   that you may respond to the word of God. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross over your heart, 
   that Christ may dwell there by faith. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your shoulders, 
   that you may bear the gentle yoke of Christ. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your hands, 
   that Christ may be known in the work which you do. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your feet, 
   that you may walk in the way of Christ. 
 

  P In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

   + and of the Holy Spirit. 

  a Amen. 
 

 Concluding Prayer 
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*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 25:14-30                                       Spark Story Bible, page 316 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his 
slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to 
another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. At once 16the one who 
had received the five talents went off and traded with them and made five more talents. 
17In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one 
who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his mas-
ter’s money. 19After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with 
them. 20Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more 
talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more 
talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things; I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of 
your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you 
handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ 23His master said to 
him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things; I 
will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 24Then the one 
who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were 
a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow and gathering where you did not scatter, 25so 
I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 
26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where 
I did not sow and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested my 
money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with 
interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to 
all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance, but from those 
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, 
throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 
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Sermon                                Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 678          “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
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*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
“ 

  (8:30) “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”                   Michael Helman 

 
  (10:45) “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”                        J. Wayne Kerr 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “How Good, Lord, to Be Here!”                                    potsdam 

 
 
 

 
 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L How good, Lord, to be here, 

 C among friends and neighbors,  
  as one body and people of faith. 
 

 L How good, Lord, to be here, 

 C with gifts to offer and gifts to receive. 
 

 L God of abundance, 

 C in your love, nothing is wasted. Take our lives and these gifts  
  we bring to become nourishment for a hurting world. With this  
  bread, break open our hearts to your presence here. With this cup,  
  pour out your love for all who are thirsty, through Christ our Lord.  
  Amen. 

Text: Joseph A. Robinson, alt.; Music: W. Mercer, The Church Psalter and Hymn Book, 1854 



 

8 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 (8:30) Solo   —   “Praise and Thanksgiving”           arr. Robert Scholz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 685                         “Take My Life, That I May Be” 
 

Morning has broken like the first morning. Blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning, praise for them springing fresh from the 

world. Sweet the rain’s new fall, sunlit from heaven, like the first dewfall on the first 
grass. Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, sprung in completeness where his feet 

pass. Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning, born of the one light Eden saw play. 
Praise with elation, praise every morning, God’s recreation of the new day. Now by  

your Spirit, Jesus, our Savior, we may inherit new life and peace. Your grace invites us; 
your love unites us; with light you guide us. Our faith increase. 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Sustaining God, 
  with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
  By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us  
  living signs of your healing and love, following the way of Jesus. 

 C Amen. 

 
 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 632             “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   on st. anne                                              Paul Manz 

+   +   +
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Christ the King Sunday 
 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24   †   Psalm 95:1-7a   †   Ephesians 1:15-23   †   Matthew 25:31-46 
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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