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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning”                     Mary Howarth 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
Moment for Stewardship 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ACS No. 949            “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with  
  the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to  
  the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 
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First Reading   —   Amos 5:18-24 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 70                                                  Antiphon: Paul Manz 
 
 

 
 

  1Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me; 
   O Lord, make | haste to help me. 
  2Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded; 
   let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back  
  and | be disgraced. 
  3Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat | over me 
   turn back because | of their shame. 
  4Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you; 
   let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great | is the Lord!” 
  5But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God. 
   You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lord, | do not tarry. 
 

 Antiphon: E’en so Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more; 
  they need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be their All. 

18Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! 
  Why do you want the day of the Lord? 
 It is darkness, not light; 
  19as if someone fled from a lion, 
  and was met by a bear; 
 or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall, 
  and was bitten by a snake. 
 20Is not the day of the Lord darkness, not light, 
  and gloom with no brightness in it? 
 21I hate, I despise your festivals, 
  and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. 
 22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, 
  I will not accept them; 
 and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals 
  I will not look upon. 
 23Take away from me the noise of your songs; 
  I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 
 24But let justice roll down like waters, 
  and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
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Second Reading   —   1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 25:1-13                                                   Spark Story Bible, page 314 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and 
went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3When the 
foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with 
their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6But 
at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 
7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the 
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! 
there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy 
some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those 
who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later 
the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I 

13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, 
so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 
have died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, 
who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. 
16For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the 
sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
17Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them 
to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encour-
age one another with these words. 
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 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                             Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 710                                      “Let Streams of Living Justice” 

 
*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor 
the hour.” 
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*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “City Called Heaven”                       Spiritual, arr. Josephine Poelinitz 
 
 
 

 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) on thaxted                                                             Lyle Neff 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “For the Fruit of All Creation” stanza 1          ar hyd y nos 
 

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 
For these gifts to every nation, thanks be to God. 

For the tending, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, thanks be to God. 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of all goodness, generations have gathered around your table,  
  and shared your abundant blessings. As we gather these gifts  
  and give thanks, we remember and care for all you have made,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 

I am a poor pilgrim of sorrow, I’m left in this old wide world alone! I ain’t got no 
hope for tomorrow, I’m trying to make it, make heaven my home. Sometimes I’m 

tossed and I’m driven, Lord. Sometimes I just don’t know which way to turn. I heard 
of a city called heaven I’m trying to make it, make heaven my home. 

               –African American Spiritual 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

9 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 (8:30) Anthem   —   “Bright Morning Stars”              Spiritual, arr. Alice Parker 
 
 
 

 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 561                              “Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory” 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 522                                    “Blessed Be the God of Israel” 
 

Bright morning stars are rising and day is a-breaking in my soul. O where are our dear 
mothers? They are sowing seeds of gladness, and day is a-breaking in my soul. O where 
are our dear fathers? They have crossed the river shouting, and day is a-breaking in my 

soul. They are all by the streams a-dancing, and day is a-breaking in my soul. 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. 
  Sustain us on the journey, strengthen us to care for the least of  
  your beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts 
  as we meet you on the way. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 815          “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “Dawning”                                                     Franklin Ashdown 

 

+   +   + 
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Twenty-Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18   †   Psalm 90   †   1 Thessalonians 5:1-11   †   Matthew 25:14-30 
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