Service of Holy Communion
Twenty-third Sunday After Pentecost
November 12, 2017 † 8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning!
All are invited to sign the welcome sheets
in the red books at the end of the pews.
Please pass them down to the center and then back
so you can greet those worshipping around you.
Ushers will gather these following worship.

In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship),
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section,
and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section.
An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able.
Children are welcome to participate throughout our
worship service, including at Holy Communion.
Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine.
Hearing assistance devices are available outside the sanctuary.
Large print bulletins are now available for Sunday worship services.
Please ask an usher if you would like one.

Prelude — “Reflections on ‘E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come’”

Paul Manz

Welcome and Announcements
(10:45) Anthem

— “On This New Day”

Robert Leaf

Alleluia Choir
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*Gathering Hymn — No. 244

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”

*Confession

P Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity,
the one who fashions us,
the one who heals us,
the one who reforms us again and again.
C Amen.
Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P Source of all life,
C we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear
that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us,
yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than
moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered
by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the
healing of your whole creation. Amen.
*Absolution

*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
a And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words
of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
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First Reading — Amos 5:18-24

Pew Bible, page 747

After the reading:
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
(8:30) Psalmody

— Psalm 70

Antiphon: Paul Manz

1

Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me;
O Lord, make | haste to help me.
2
Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back
and | be disgraced.
3
Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat | over me
turn back because | of their shame.
4
Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you;
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great | is the Lord!”
5
But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lord, | do not tarry.
Antiphon: E’en so Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more;
they need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be their All.
(10:45) Anthem

— “Praise, Rejoice and Sing!”

Allen Pote

Jubilate Choir
Second Reading — 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
After the reading:
L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Pew Bible, page 960

*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel — Matthew 25:1-13

Pew Bible, page 806

Before the reading:
P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
After the reading:
P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Pastor Jonathan Davis

Hymn — No. 715

“Christ, Be Our Light”

(8:30) *The Apostles’ Creed

— Front of hymnal, page 127

(10:45) The Sacrament of Holy Baptism

— Front of hymnal, pages 227-231

The Triune God claims Quinn Irene Erickson as a beloved child this morning in the
Sacrament of Holy Baptism. Quinn’s parents are Nicholas and Lynnette Erickson, and
her sponsors are Sara Bultman, Stacy Erickson, and Simeon Peterson.

P People of God, do you promise to support Quinn and pray for her
in her new life in Christ?
C We do.
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*Profession of Faith — Front of the hymnal, page 229
*Baptismal Hymn — No. 211

“You Have Put on Christ”

During the hymn, all children are invited to join the baptismal group at the font.

*Thanksgiving at the Font — Front of hymnal, page 230
Baptism
Welcome
Baptismal Hymn — No. 211

“You Have Put on Christ”

*Prayers of Intercession
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Children’s Message
Offering of Our Gifts and Intent Cards
Music at the Offering:
(8:30) “Keep Your

Lamps!”

Spiritual, arr. Andre Thomas

St. John’s Chorale
(10:45) “Adagio”

from Sonatine No. V, Op. 96

*Offering Hymn — “For the Fruit of All Creation” stanza 3

H. Köehler
ar hyd y nos

For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us,
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.
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*Offering Prayer
L Let us pray.
C God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our
life and our labor. Take them, and use them to set a table that will heal
the whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

*Great Thanksgiving

P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
a
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*Words of Institution
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
All God’s children are welcome at the table. Communion will be received standing at the front of the sanctuary;
ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the middle. After you have been served
the bread, you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray.
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion will be brought to you.

Music during Communion
“Lamb of God”

Hymn — No. 686

“We Give Thee but Thine Own”

Hymn — No. 488

“Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness”
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*Post Communion Litany and Benediction
P God, you have fed us with your very self.
a We say thank you.
P You have made us one in the body of Christ.
a We say thank you.
P You strengthen us to follow you in a hungry world.
a We say thank you.
P Fed, united, and strengthened to be a blessing,
may the Lord fill you with hope, joy, and peace,
and bless you now and forever.
a Amen.
*Sending Hymn — “O God beyond All Praising” stanza 3

thaxted
Music at ELW 880

Then hear, O gracious Savior, accept the love we bring,
that we who know your favor may serve you as our King;
and whether our tomorrows be filled with good or ill,
we’ll triumph through our sorrows and rise to bless you still:
to marvel at your beauty and glory in your ways,
and make a joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.
*Dismissal
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
a Thanks be to God.
Postlude — on thaxted

+

Jeffrey Blersch

+
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Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 † Psalm 90 † 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 † Matthew 25:14-30
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Pam Fickenscher and Jonathan Davis, Pastors
Carol Benson, Director of Alleluia and Jubilate Choirs
Julie Brehmer, Director of Children’s Ministry
Tim Byers, Facility Manager
Leah H. Garlie, Office Manager
Angie Gehring / Rebekah Thomas, Youth Support Staff
Christy Hall-Holt / Mary Kelvie, Shared Ministry Coordinators
Zachery Pelletier, Director of Rejoice Ringers
Marvin Perez, Security and Custodial Assistant
Nathan Proctor, Organist and Director of Worship, Music & Arts
Bernie Renander, Financial Manager
Melissa Berthelsen, Parish Nurse
Call the church office or check the website for a complete listing of staff emails.

