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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table”                             Chris Kovarik 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

 Stewardship Temple Talk 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ACS No. 977         “Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table” 
 

Stanza 3 may be sung in harmony. 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching out to us  
  in mercy. Grant us the fullness of your grace, strengthen our trust in your  
  promises, and bring all the world to share in the treasures that come through  
  your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   1 Kings 17:8-16 
 
 
 
 

8The word of the Lord came to [Elijah,] saying, 9“Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to 
Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed you.” 10So he set out 
and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gath-
ering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may 
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 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 146                                                    Antiphon: Tom Witt 
 

 Antiphon: Though the earth shall change, though the mountains tremble,  
 though the waters rage, you, God, are here. Though the nations war, 
 though the peoples battle, though the empire falters, we will not fear. 

 
 
 
  

1Hallelujah! | Praise the Lord! 
   Praise the Lord, | O my soul! 
  2I will praise the Lord as long | as I live; 
   I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being. 
 

  3Put not your | trust in rulers, 
   in mortals in whom there | is no help. 
  4When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth, 
   and in that day | their thoughts perish. 
 

  5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 
   whose hope is in the | Lord their God; 
  6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
   who keeps promis- | es forever; Antiphon 
  

  7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food  
   to | those who hunger. 
   The Lord sets the | captive free. 

  8The Lord lifts up those who | are bowed down; 
   the Lord | loves the righteous.  

drink.” 11As she was going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of 
bread in your hand.” 12But she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, 
only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of 
sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, 
and die.” 13Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first make 
me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and 
your son. 14For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied 
and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth.” 15She 
went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many 
days. 16The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the 
word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah. 
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  9The Lord cares | for the stranger; 
   the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 
  10The Lord shall | reign forever, 
   your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! Antiphon 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Mark 12:38-44                                                   Spark Story Bible, page 342 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 12th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                             Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

38As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, 
and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39and to have the best seats in the 
synagogues and places of honor at banquets! 40They devour widows’ houses and for the 
sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 
  41He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the 
treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 42A poor widow came and put in two small 
copper coins, which are worth a penny. 43Then he called his disciples and said to them, 
“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to 
the treasury. 44For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of 
her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” 
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Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 1047                                              “What Is the World Like” 

 
(8:30) *The Apostles’ Creed 
 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
   he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
   he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
   the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
(10:45) Affirmation of Baptism with New Members 
 

  Front of ELW hymnal, pages 234–236 
 

 Presentation 
 

 *Profession of Faith   —   Front of the hymnal, page 235 
 

 Affirmation in the Presence of the Assembly 
 

Welcome 
 

Hymn   —   ELW No. 522                                    “As We Gather at Your Table” 
 

Stanza 1 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 



 

7 

*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “Verleih uns Frieden” (“Grant Us Peace”)                    Felix Mendelssohn 
 

Sung in German. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) Andante religioso from Sonata IV                Felix Mendelssohn 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “For the Fruit of All Creation” stanza 1          ar hyd y nos 
 

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 
For these gifts to every nation, thanks be to God. 

For the tending, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, thanks be to God. 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of all goodness, generations have gathered around your table,  
  and shared your abundant blessings. As we gather these gifts  
  and give thanks, we remember and care for all you have made,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Verleih uns Frieden gnädiglich, 
Mercifully grant us peace, 

Herr Gott, zu unsern Zeiten! 
Lord God, in our time! 

Es ist doch ja kein andrer nicht, 
For there is no other, 

der für uns könnte streiten, 
who could fight for us, 

denn du, unser Gott, alleine. 
but you alone, our God. 

  – Martin Luther 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 (8:30) Anthem   —   “A Prayer of Compassion”                        Gwyneth Walker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 793                                             “Be Thou My Vision” 
 

Lead me, Lord, lead me in the paths of peace. Make your way plain before my eyes. 
For it is you, Lord, you and you alone, who can make me to dwell in safety.        

Lead me always to listen. Teach me to live with compassion, that when I come to   
a place of rest only by your grace, and not by my merit, no praise be mine, but let 
me keep a heart that still can feel, and eyes that still can weep. Oh, my brother,   
oh, my sister, all who live in peril for you, let me keep a heart that still can feel        

 and eyes that still can weep.       – Psalm 4:8 and 5:8, John Greenleaf Whittier 
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*Post-Communion Blessing  

 
*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. 
  Sustain us on the journey, strengthen us to care for the least of  
  your beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts 
  as we meet you on the way. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 679                                         “For the Fruit of All Creation” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “Rhapsody on ar hyd y nos”                         John Ferguson 
 

 

+   +   +
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Twenty-Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Daniel 12:1-3   †   Psalm 16   †   Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25   †   Mark 13:1-8 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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