Service of the Word
Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
November 8, 2020 † 9:00 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are listening this morning!

During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our
community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease,
and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances.
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart.
Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,
and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else.

+

+
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St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Prelude — “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”

Emma Lou Diemer

“The bridegroom comes! Awake; your lamps with gladness take!
Alleluia! Rise and prepare the feast to share;
go, meet the bridegroom, who draws near.”
—Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608

Welcome and Announcements
*Hymn — “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You” (#241)

wie soll ich dich empfangen

Text: Paul Gerhardt, tr. composite; Music: Johann Crüger
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*Confession and Forgiveness
P Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, one God,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved.
C Amen.
Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P Holy One,
C we confess that we are not awake for you.
We are not faithful in using your gifts.
We forget the least of our siblings.
We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We carry sin that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming,
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation.
P Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus,
our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through Jesus you are forgiven,
by Jesus you are welcome,
in Jesus you are called to rejoice!
Let us live in the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world.
C Amen.
*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
a And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the
words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs
of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
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Children’s Message
First Reading — Amos 5:18-24
18

Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! Why do you want the day of the Lord?
It is darkness, not light; 19as if someone fled from a lion, and was met by a bear; or went
into the house and rested a hand against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. 20Is not the
day of the Lord darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it?
21
I hate, I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept
them; and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. 23Take
away from me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your harps. 24But
let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Psalmody — Psalm 70

Antiphon: David Lee

Antiphon: God, make speed to save me. Lord, make haste to help me.

1

Be pleased, O God, to de- | liver me;
O Lord, make | haste to help me.
2
Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back
and | be disgraced.
3
Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat | over me
turn back because | of their shame.
4
Let all who seek you rejoice and be | glad in you;
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great | is the Lord!”
5
But as for me, I am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lord, | do not tarry. Antiphon
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Second Reading — 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
13

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died,
so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who
have died. 15For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive,
who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died.
16
For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the
sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first.
17
Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them
to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. 18Therefore encourage one another with these words.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation — “Keep Your Lamps” (ACS #949)

African American Spiritual

*Gospel — Matthew 25:1-12
P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish,
and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; 4but
the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them
became drowsy and slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their
lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going
out.’ 9But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to buy it, the
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bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet;
and the door was shut. 11Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open
to us.’ 12But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, for
you know neither the day nor the hour.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Jonathan Davis

Hymn of the Day — “Christ, Be Our Light” (#715)

christ, be our light

Text and Music: Bernadette Farrell, © 1993 Bernadette Farrell, admin. OCP Publications
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*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
on thaxted

Lyle Neff
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*Prayer for Anxious Times
P O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted,
grant courage and hope.
Where anxiety is present and widening,
grant peace and reassurance.
Where impossibilities close every door,
grant imagination and resistance.
Where distrust twists our thinking,
grant healing and illumination.
Where spirits are daunted and weakened,
grant soaring wings and strengthened dreams.
All these things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*Blessing
Response:
C Amen.
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*Sending Hymn — “O Spirit All-Embracing” (ACS #944)

thaxted

Text: Delores Dufner, osb, © 1995, 2003 GIA Publications; Music: Gustav Holst

*Dismissal
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
a Thanks be to God.
Postlude — “Cornet Processional”
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+
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Twenty Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 † Psalm 90 † 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 † Matthew 25:14-30
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