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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 

 

The festival of All Saints occurs just as the landscape in the northern hemisphere heralds       
the dying of plants and the quiet of winter rest. In like manner, the readings and liturgy of     

this day call us to rejoice in all the saints: those who have died and now rest in Christ,         
those who live now, and those yet to come. 

 

The Christian church celebrates “greatness” in a markedly different way than our world. Jesus 
calls blessed those who are meek, grieving, peaceful, and merciful, and we claim “sainthood” for 

anyone who has died with Christ in the waters of baptism. The Christian community speaks 
honestly about human frailty and mortality. At the same time, we confess our faith in the risen 

Lord, in the communion of saints, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. 
 

This morning we remember by name 22 saints of St. John’s who have died since All Saints      
Sunday 2020. Some were commended to God here with the community gathered; others by    

necessity were laid to rest with only a few family present. Among them were pastors and profes-
sors, homemakers and teachers, beloved parents and siblings. They were sinners and saints at 

the same time, claimed by God in the waters of baptism and redeemed by Christ’s promises. 
 

Today we give thanks for them, and for all the beloved dead we bring on our hearts, and remem-
ber God’s promise to us that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
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Prelude   —   “O Day Full of Grace”        F. Melius Christiansen, arr. Bryan King 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Thanksgiving for Baptism   —   Front of hymnal, page 280 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 422                             “For All the Saints” 
 

Stanzas 1 and 2  —  all 
Stanza 3  —  all in harmony 
Stanza 4  —  bass voices 
Stanza 5  —  treble voices 
Stanzas 6 and 7  —  all 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion  
  in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace  
  to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to  
  know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those you love,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with  
  you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
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Litany for All Saints 
 

P Let us remember all the saints before God. 
We praise and bless you, O holy Trinity. You have taught your church that it is   

 an ageless communion of saints. We thank you for gathering those who faithfully 
waited in hope for the redemption you promised, and now for adding us who  

 celebrate the love of Christ for the redemption of the world. Prepare a place for  
 us among those who are already with you. Help us remember them as an  
 encouragement to saintly living, exciting us to love, in anticipation of an  
 eternal reunion. With them we praise and bless you, O holy Trinity. 
 

P Christ says, Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me;  
 for I am gentle and humble in heart, 

a and you will find rest for your souls. 
 

P For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light, 

a and you will find rest for your souls. 
 

P God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our brothers and sisters: 

P Gracious God, we rejoice with thanksgiving at these new saints you  
 have claimed as your own, washed in the waters of baptism this year. 
 We thank you for: 

 
 

(8:30) Anthem   —   “Stay with Us” from Captive and Free                             Egil Hovland 
 
 

+ Kathryn Haugen 
+ Dick Beckman 
+ Gertrud Johannsen 
+ Eugene Nelson 
+ Mary White 
+ L. Gordon Smith 
+ Marlene Engstrom 
+ Alvhild Sherve 
+ Beverly Nestingen-

Lundeen 
+ Jim Thompson 
+ Eldora Seitz 

+ Maxine Petrick 
+ Jon Rondestvedt 
+ Joanne Summers 
+ Beverly Gallarane 
+ William Rowan 
+ Robert “Bob” Scholz 
+ Pauline Fagre 
+ Dorothy Ostlie 
+ Helen Radtke 
+ Paul Raadt 
+ Rae Pearson 

+ Case Tussing + Luca Squadroni 

Stay with us, Lord Jesus, it soon is evening, and night is falling. Jesus Christ, the 
world’s true light! Shine so the darkness cannot overcome it! Stay with us, Lord 
Jesus, it soon is evening. Stay with us, Lord Jesus, for night is falling. Let your 
light pierce the darkness and fill your church with its glory.              —Luke 24:29 
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(10:45) Music for Reflection   —   “Beautiful Savior”                          Aaron David Miller 

 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 25:6-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Reading   —   Revelation 21:1-6a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Children’s Message 
 

1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 
 they will be his peoples, 
 and God himself will be with them; 
 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
 Death will be no more; 
 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away.” 
  5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” 
Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6aThen he said to me, 
“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.” 

6On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast 
of well-aged wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
7And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet 
that is spread over all nations; 8he will swallow up death forever. Then the Lord God will 
wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from 
all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. 9It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we 
have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   John 11:32-44 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 11th chapter.  

 C  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                  Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 
 

32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come 
and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of 
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 
dying?” 
 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone 
was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead 
man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 
40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 
God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank 
you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the 
sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he 
had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, 
his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said 
to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
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Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 953                       “Before the Ancient One, Christ Stands” 
 

Stanza 1  —  choir/cantor 
Stanzas 2 and 3  —  all 

 
*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead.  
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven,  
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 
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Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  (8:30) “Death Be Never Last”    Ray Makeever, arr. David Sims (ACS #1030) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

St. John’s Chorale 
 

  (10:45) “Morning Has Broken”                               Gaelic tune, arr. Robert Scholz 

 
 
 
 
 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Now Thank We All Our God” stanza 1  nun danket alle gott 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We walk in light of countless faces bright as beams of rising sun, certain as the 
morning chases night in endless ages’ run. Turning eyes now to their shining 

memory, to their faithful past, saints be now the truth divining: death be now but 
never last. When sorrow’s heavy hand has weighted loss against the greater gain, 
pinning down that grief sore fated laden on the bed of pain. Turning eyes now to 

their shining memory, to their faithful past, saints be now the truth divining: death 
be now but never last. When joy returns with laughter singing thanks to God for 
life’s sweet song, let us follow after bringing thanks to God for those now gone. 
Turning eyes now to their shining memory, to their faithful past, saints be now    

 the truth divining: death be now but never last.         —Ray Makeever 

Morning has broken like the first morning. Blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning, praise for them springing fresh from 
the world. Sweet the rain’s new fall, sunlit from heaven, like the first dewfall on the 

first grass. Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, sprung in completeness where 
his feet pass. Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning, born of the one light Eden 

saw play. Praise with elation, praise every morning, God’s recreation of the new day! 
Now by your Spirit, Jesus, our Savior, we may inherit new life and peace. Your grace 

invites us, your love unites us, with light you guide us: our faith increase. 
                                           —Eleanor Farjeon 

Text: Martin Rinkhart, tr. Catherine Winkworth; Music: Johann Crüger 
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*Thanksgiving for the Word 
 

 P Holy God,  
  our Sovereign, our Wisdom, our Judge,  
  as nature in the north cycles towards dormancy and death,  
  we thank you for the sustenance of your Word.  

 C For your Word of life, we give thanks. 
 

  We praise you for speaking through Christ your Word,  
  in whom is your authority, your truth, and the justice of your ways. 
  When we are threatened by dangers and surrounded by evil,  
  you speak to us of life that comes through Christ’s death. 

 C For your Word of promise, we praise you. 
 

  Grant us the endurance of the Spirit of your Son. 
  Upheld by the voice of your Word,  
  may we persevere with courage, energy, and joy,  
  serving our neighbors faithfully until the end of our days.  

 C For your Word of power, we plead. 
 

  Abide with us in your Word, O God,  
  that we may speak your blessing to others,  
  today and forever. 

 C Amen. 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: C Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn   —   “O Day Full of Grace” (ELW No. 627)         den signede dag 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   Voluntary in C Major                     David N. Johnson 

 

+   +   +

Text: Scandinavian folk hymn; Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, tr. composite; Music: Christoph E. F. Weyse 
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Following worship today, family members  
are invited to take one white carnation  

in memory or in honor of their loved one who was  
remembered in the All Saint’s litany this morning. 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com
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childrens@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org


 

14 

 

Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Daniel 12:1-3   †   Psalm 16   †   Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25   †   Mark 13:1-8 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org


 

16  


