WEDNESDAY WORSHIP

FOR ALL THE SAINTS

Wednesday, November 5, 2025, 6

15 p.m.

St. John’s Lutheran Church
Northfield, Minnesota



OUR WORSHIP TONIGHT

The feast of All Saints falls at the halfway point between the autumn equinox and winter
solstice. The days are noticeably shorter and the approach of winter is more visible on the
landscape as trees become bare. The liturgies of November invite us to consider our own
mortality as well as our connection to all those who have gone before us.

In the New Testament, the term “saint” always applies to the living community of faith.
The Lutheran tradition claims sainthood for all who put on Christ in the waters of baptism.
We give thanks for the fact that we are never alone—in life or in death—because our lives
are joined to Christ. Our reflection in this season draws us to a deeper sense of belonging,
trusting that nothing in all creation can separate us from the love of Christ.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

St. John’s Lutheran Church stands on the
ancestral homelands of the Wahpekute band of the Dakota nation.
We respect and are grateful for the generations of native people
who have cared for this land.

Worship Leaders:

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Pastor Jonathan Davis

Musicians: Nathan Proctor, David Sims
Choir: Alleluia Choir; Arielle Loy, director

The bulletin cover, “Communion of Saints” © 2014 Elise Ritter.
Used with permission.

Portions of the liturgy are reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship,
© 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Music reprinted and podcasted under One
License A-708009.




Prelude — “Give Thanks for Saints” Anne Krentz Organ

During the prelude, you are invited to place your
photos or mementos on the tables in the front of the sanctuary.
The candles will be lit later during the service.

Welcome and Announcements

Anthem — “I Will Sing of the Mercies of the Lord” adapted from Psalm 89:1
Alleluia Choir

Reading

*Thanksgiving for Baptism

P When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death.
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, so that as Christ
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life.
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be
united with him in a resurrection like his.

Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth,
who formed us from the dust of the earth,
who by your breath gave us life:

We glorify you.

P Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life,

who suffered death for all humanity,

who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life:
We praise you.

P Holy Spirit, author and giver of life,

the comforter of all who sorrow,

our sure confidence and everlasting hope:
We worship you.

P Toyou, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever.
Amen.



*Hymn — “Give Thanks for Saints”

Text: Martin E. Leckebush © 2003 Kevin Mayhew Ltd.; Music: C. Hubert H. Parry

Reading — Psalm go

Read responsively.

'Lord, you have been our refuge
from one generation to another.

*Before the mountains were brought forth, or the land and the earth were born,

from age to age you are God.
*You turn us back to the dust and say,
“Turn back, O children of earth.”

“For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past

and like a watch in the night;
>you sweep them away like a dream,
they fade away suddenly like the grass:
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%n the morning it is green and flourishes;
in the evening it is dried up and withered.

For we are consumed by your anger;
we are afraid because of your wrath.

0ur iniquities you have set before you,
and our secret sins in the light of your countenance.

When you are angry, all our days are gone;
we bring our years to an end like a sigh.

““The span of our life is seventy years, perhaps in strength even eighty;
yet the sum of them is but labor and sorrow, for they pass away
quickly and we are gone.

"Who regards the power of your wrath?

Who rightly fears your indignation?

So teach us to number our days
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

BReturn, O LORD; how long will you tarry?

Be gracious to your servants.

"Satisfy us by your steadfast love in the morning;
so shall we rejoice and be glad all our days.

“Make us glad as many days as you afflicted us
and as many years as we suffered adversity.

'*Show your servants your works,
and your splendor to their children.

"May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us;
prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork.

Candle Lighting

You are invited to come forward and light a candle
for a saint in your life.

Silence for Reflection



Prayers of the People

Hymn “Watch, O Lord” from Unfailing Light
Sung by cantor and congregation as indicated.
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1 Tend your ail - ing ones:
2 Soothe your suf - f’ring ones: in your love, Lord.
3 Hold your griev - ing  ones:
4 Guard your lit - tle ones:
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Rest  your wea - Iy  ones:
Heal af - flict - ed ones: in your love, Lord.
Raise your fall - en ones:
Guide your search - ing  ones:
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Bless your dy - ing ones:
Shield your  joy - ous ones: ;
Mend your bro-ken ones: in your love, O Lord of all.
Grant us all your peace:
Text and Music: Marty Haugen © 2003 GIA Publications, Inc.
Reading — “Homegoing” from Black Liturgies, Cole Arthur Riley

Marty Haugen



*Hymn — “Abide with Me” EVENTIDE

For harmony parts, see ELW No. 629.
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A - bide with me, fast falls  the e - ven - tide.
Swift to its close  ebbs out life’s lit - tle day;
I need thy pres - ence ev - 'ty pass - ing hour;
I fear no foe, with thee at  hand to bless;
Hold thou thy cross be - fore my clos - ing eyes,
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The dark - ness deep - ens; Lord, with me a - Dbide.
earth’s joys  grow dim, its glo - ries pass a - way;
what but  thy grace  can foil the tempt - er’s pow’r?
ills have  no weight, and tears no  bit - ter - ness.
shine through the gloom, and point me to  the skies;
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When oth - er help - ers fail. and com - forts flee,
change and de - cay in all a - round I see;

Who like  thy - self my guide and stay can be?

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy vic - to - ry?
heavn’s morn - ing breaks, and earth’s vain shad - ows flee;
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help of the help - less, oh, a - bide with me.
(0] thou who chang - est not, a - bide with me.
Through  cloud and sun - shine, oh, a - bide with me.
tri - umph still, if thou a - bide with me!
in life, in death, O Lord, a - bide with me.
Text: Henry F. Lyte; Music: William H. Monk
*Blessing
*Peace

P The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
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Call the church office or check the website for a complete listing of staff emails.



