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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

The festival of All Saints occurs just as the landscape in the northern hemisphere heralds       
the dying of plants and the quiet of winter rest. In like manner, the readings and liturgy of     

this day call us to rejoice in all the saints: those who have died and now rest in Christ,          
those who live now, and those yet to come. 

 

The Christian church celebrates “greatness” in a markedly different way than our world. Jesus 
calls blessed those who are meek, grieving, peaceful, and merciful, and we claim “sainthood” for 

anyone who has died with Christ in the waters of baptism. The Christian community speaks 
honestly about human frailty and mortality. At the same time, we confess our faith in the risen 

Lord, in the communion of saints, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. 
 

This morning we remember by name 24 saints of St. John’s who have died since All Saints 
Sunday 2022. They were ages 15 to 101, beloved children, parents, and siblings. Among them 

were pastors and engineers, farmers, musicians and homemakers. Some greeted death like a 
friend; others were taken from us with shocking speed. They were sinners and saints at the 

same time, claimed by God in the waters of baptism and redeemed by Christ’s promises. 
 

Today we give thanks for them, and for all the beloved dead we bring on our hearts, and re-
member God’s promise to us that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 



 

3 

 

You are invited to light a candle at the front  
of the sanctuary in memory of a loved one. 

 
Prelude   —   “Elegy”                                                                                     James Biery 
 

Nathaniel Johnson, violin 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
(8:30) Anthem   —   “Come Bless the Lord” 
 

Alleluia Choir 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 422                             “For All the Saints” 
 

Stanzas 1 & 2  —  all 
Stanza 3  —  all in harmony 
Stanza 4  —  bass voices 
Stanza 5  —  treble voices 
Stanzas 6 & 7  —  all 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion  
  in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace  
  to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to  
  know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those you love,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with  
  you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
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Litany for All Saints 
 

P Let us remember all the saints before God. 
  

 We praise and bless you, O holy Trinity. You have taught your church  
 that it is an ageless communion of saints. We thank you for gathering those  
 who faithfully waited in hope for the redemption you promised, and now for  
 adding us who celebrate the love of Christ for the redemption of the world.  
 Prepare a place for us among those who are already with you. Help us remember 

them as an encouragement to saintly living, exciting us to love, in anticipation  
 of an eternal reunion. With them we praise and bless you, O holy Trinity. 
 

P Christ says, Take my yoke upon you, and learn  
 from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, 

a and you will find rest for your souls. 
 

P For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light, 

a and you will find rest for your souls. 
 

P God of grace and glory,  
 we remember before you today our brothers and sisters: 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
P Gracious God, we rejoice with thanksgiving for new saints you have  
 claimed as your own, washed in the waters of baptism this year. 
 We thank you for: 
 

 
 
 

+ Elaine Feroe 
+ Gordon Jorgenson 
+ Steve Nelson 
+ Gloria Porter 
+ William Talen 
+ Tom Fjelde 
+ Jaron Johnson 
+ Jean Schrader 
+ Ann Ness 
+ David Hurtt 
+ John Quam 
+ Elizabeth Stromseth 

+ Jerry Bothun 
+ Ruth Hansen 
+ Katie Creighton 
+ Gerhard Knutson 
+ Jennifer Bothun 
+ Ronald Detlie 
+ Gary Hagen 
+ Max Williams 
+ Evelyn Estenson 
+ Jim Bronson 
+ John Barber 
+ Lester Gunderson 

+ Levi Little 
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(8:30) Anthem   —   “Jesus Loves Me”                  arr. John Ferguson 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(10:45) Music for Meditation   —   “Jesus Loves Me”         arr. Joshua Evanovich 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Revelation 7:9-17                                 Pew Bible, page 999 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Reading   —   1 John 3:1-3                             Pew Bible, page 990 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so; little ones to him belong, they 
are weak, but he is strong. Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so. Jesus loves me, 

he who died heaven’s gate to open wide; he will wash away my sin, let his little 
child come in. Jesus loves me, he will stay close beside me all the way. He calls  

 children to his side, saying, “Come with me abide.”            – Anna B. Warner 
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*Gospel   —   Matthew 5:1-12                                                  Spark Story Bible, page 264 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                          Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 428                                                “Give Thanks for Saints” 

 
*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disci-
ples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 3“Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they will be comforted. 5Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will receive mercy. 8Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 10Blessed are those 
who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11Blessed 
are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the 
same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “The Lord Is the Everlasting God                       Kenneth Jennings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “Beautiful Savior”                              Aaron David Miller 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “For the Fruit of All Creation” stanza 1          ar hyd y nos 
 

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 
For these gifts to every nation, thanks be to God. 

For the tending, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth, who does not 
faint or grow weary; whose understanding is unsearchable. God gives power to the 
faint, and strengthens the powerless. Even youths will faint and be weary, and the 

young will fall exhausted; but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their 
strength, they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be 

weary, they shall walk and not faint. Have you not heard? Have you not known? 
– Isaiah 40:28-31 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of all goodness, generations have gathered around your table,  
  and shared your abundant blessings. As we gather these gifts  
  and give thanks, we remember and care for all you have made,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 781                      “Children of the Heavenly Father” 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 838                                                                             “Beautiful Savior” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. 
  Sustain us on the journey, strengthen us to care for the least of  
  your beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts 

  as we meet you on the way. C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 627                                          “O Day Full of Grace” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —    “O Day Full of Grace”                         F. Melius Christiansen 
                       arr. Bryan King 
 

+   +   + 
 

 Following worship today, family members  
 are invited to take a white carnation  

  in memory or in honor of their loved one who was  
  remembered in the All Saint’s litany this morning. 
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Twenty Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Amos 5:18-24   †   Psalm 70   †   1 Thessalonians 4:13-18   †   Matthew 25:1-13 
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https://forms.gle/F7tVL9559JHXv1ru9
mailto:youth@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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