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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

The festival of All Saints occurs just as the landscape in the northern hemisphere heralds       
the dying of plants and the quiet of winter rest. In like manner, the readings and liturgy of     

this day call us to rejoice in all the saints: those who have died and now rest in Christ,          
those who live now, and those yet to come. 

 

The Christian church celebrates “greatness” in a markedly different way than our world. Jesus 
calls blessed those who are meek, grieving, peaceful, and merciful, and we claim “sainthood” for 

anyone who has died with Christ in the waters of baptism. The Christian community speaks 
honestly about human frailty and mortality. At the same time, we confess our faith in the risen 

Lord, in the communion of saints, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. 
 

This morning we remember by name 14 saints of St. John’s who have died since All Saints 
Sunday 2024. They were beloved children, parents, and siblings. Among them were professors, 
farmers, musicians, and homemakers. Some greeted death like a friend; others were gone from 

us much too quickly. They were sinners and saints at the same time, claimed by God in the   
waters of baptism and redeemed by Christ’s promises. 

 

Today we give thanks for them, and for all the beloved dead we bring on our hearts, and re-
member God’s promise to us that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 
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You are invited to light a candle at the front  
of the sanctuary in memory of a loved one. 

 
Prelude   —   “Elegy”                                                                                     James Biery 
 

Rachel Christensen, violin 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

 Stewardship Temple Talk 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 423         “Shall We Gather at the River” 
                            setting by John Ferguson 
 

Please stand at the conclusion of the introduction. 
 

Stanza 1  —  all 
Stanza 2  —  harmony 
Stanza 3  —  all 
Stanza 4  —  harmony, gently 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion  
  in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Grant us grace  
  to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to  
  know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those you love,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with  
  you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen. 
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Litany for All Saints 
 

P Let us remember all the saints before God. 
  

 We praise and bless you, O holy Trinity. You have taught your church  
 that it is an ageless communion of saints. We thank you for gathering those  
 who faithfully waited in hope for the redemption you promised, and now for  
 adding us who celebrate the love of Christ for the redemption of the world.  
 Prepare a place for us among those who are already with you. Help us remember 

them as an encouragement to saintly living, exciting us to love, in anticipation  
 of an eternal reunion. With them we praise and bless you, O holy Trinity. 
 

P Christ says, Take my yoke upon you, and learn  
 from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, 

a and you will find rest for your souls. 
 

P For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light, 

a and you will find rest for your souls. 
 

P God of grace and glory,  
 we remember before you today our brothers and sisters: 

 
 

 

 
P Gracious God, we rejoice with thanksgiving for new saints you have  
 claimed as your own, washed in the waters of baptism this year. 
 We thank you for: 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

+ Lois Pearson 
+ Joan Halvorson 
+ Donna James 
+ Charles Houge 
+ Billi Failletaz 
+ Scott Quinnell 
+ Kathy Vang  

+ Paul Klinefelter 
+ John Ferguson 
+ Iva Dodson 
+ Myrna Otte 
+ Jack Schwandt 
+ Erik Johnson 
+ Joann Bell 

+ Ian Johnson 
+ Brenna Neuger 
+ Valerie Kastner 
+ Valerie McGuire 
+ Olive Tennyson 
+ Kai Rifat Islehart 
+ Andrew Ostertag 
+ Aidan Thoma 

+ Samuel Shumway 
+ Rowena Luedtke 
+ Trey Bilderback 
+ Addison Monson 
+ Lee Tennyson 
+ Madeline Ostertag 
+ Sigrid Cheadle Pearson 
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(8:30) Anthem   —   “The Lamb”                                John Ferguson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jo Ann Polley, clarinet 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
(10:45) Solo   —   “Children of the Heavenly Father”              arr. John Ferguson 
 

 

 
Children’s Message 
 

 “Wonders of Worship” 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
First Reading   —   Ephesians 1:11-23                                 Pew Bible, page 949 
 

 After the reading: 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 

Little Lamb who made thee dost thou know who made thee gave thee life and      
bid thee feed. By the stream and over the mead; gave thee clothing of delight,     
softest clothing wooly bright; gave thee such a tender voice, making all the       
vales rejoice! Little Lamb I’ll tell thee! He is called by thy name, for he calls         

himself a Lamb: he is meek, he is mild, he became a little child: I a child  
and thou a lamb, we are called by his name. Little Lamb God bless thee.                

               – William Blake 

Text and Music: Anne Krentz Organ 
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*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Luke 6:20-31                                                  Spark Story Bible, page 264 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 6th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                             Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 1030                                                    “Death Be Never Last” 
 

20Then [Jesus] looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours 
is the kingdom of God. 21Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. 
Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 22Blessed are you when people hate you 
and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 
23Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven, for that is 
how their ancestors treated the prophets. 
 24“But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation. 25Woe to you 
who are full now, for you will be hungry. Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will 
mourn and weep. 26Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is how their ancestors 
treated the false prophets. 
 27“But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you; 
28bless those who curse you; pray for those who mistreat you. 29If anyone strikes you on 
the cheek, offer the other also, and from anyone who takes away your coat do not with-
hold even your shirt. 30Give to everyone who asks of you, and if anyone takes away what is 
yours, do not ask for it back again. 31Do to others as you would have them do to you.” 
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*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 Front of ACS hymnal, page 17 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) III. “Shema” from Sacred Place                                               Alex Berko 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Ian Carter, tenor 

 
  (10:45) “Beautiful Savior”                              Aaron David Miller 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “For the Fruit of All Creation” stanza 1          ar hyd y nos 
 

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 
For these gifts to every nation, thanks be to God. 

For the tending, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, thanks be to God. 

The earth says have a place, be what that place requires; hear the sound the birds 
imply and see as deep as ridges go behind each other. The earth says every summer 

have a ranch that’s minimum: one tree, one well, a landscape that proclaims a     
universe—sermon of the hills, hallelujah mountain, highway guided by the way the 

world is tilted, reduplication of mirage, flat evening: a kind of ritual for the wavering. 
The earth says where you live wear the kind of color that your life is and by listening 
with the same bowed head that sings draw all things into one song, join the sparrow 
on the lawn and row that easy way, the rage without met by the wings within that 
guide you anywhere the wind blows. Listening, I think that’s what the earth says.  

             – William Stafford 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of all goodness, generations have gathered around your table,  
  and shared your abundant blessings. As we gather these gifts  
  and give thanks, we remember and care for all you have made,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 781                      “Children of the Heavenly Father” 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 838                                                                             “Beautiful Savior” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. 
  Sustain us on the journey, strengthen us to care for the least of  
  your beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts 
  as we meet you on the way. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 422                                   “For All the Saints” 
 

Stanzas 1 & 2  —  all 
Stanza 3  —  all in harmony 
Stanza 4  —  bass voices 
Stanza 5  —  treble voices 
Stanzas 6 & 7  —  all 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —    “O Day Full of Grace”                         F. Melius Christiansen 
                                             arr. Bryan King 

 

+   +   +
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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