Service of the Word
Reformation Sunday † Confirmation Sunday
October 31, 2021 † 8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning!
All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews.
Please pass them to the center and then back
so you can greet those worshipping around you.
Ushers will gather these following worship.
In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,
and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.
An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able.
P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation
Children’s Bibles and activity bags
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary
and scribble cards are available in the pews.
Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher.
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop.
Large print bulletins are available for worship services.

+

+

+

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Today we rejoice in the gifts of baptism: the promise of God’s faithfulness and
forgiveness, the enlivening power of the Holy Spirit, and life together in the body of Christ.
At the 10:45 service, our 10th graders take part in Affirmation of Baptism—
claiming God’s promises for them at this moment in their lives. They have been through
a long journey of catechesis in the faith, and many family members, teachers, and mentors
have been part of this formation with them. We rejoice that they are ready to publicly claim
God’s promises to them stating their intentions to continue in the faith: to live among
God’s faithful people, to hear God’s word and share in the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the
good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the
example of our Lord Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. They are:
Ave Little
Evan Loe
Clara Menssen Erik Boehning
Cora McBroom Jacob Tanghe
Katherine Organ

Madison Hansen
Mari Hanson
Mason Vatter
Natalie DeGrego

Prelude — on ein feste burg

Samuel Swedin
Thea Hanson
William Becker

Johann Hanff, Johann C. Kittel, J. C. Bach

Welcome and Announcements
*Gathering Hymn — ELW No. 504

“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”

*Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the salvation of your people.
By your Spirit renew us in your covenant of love, and train us to care tenderly
for all our neighbors, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
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Children’s Message / (8:30) Presentation of Bibles to 3rd Graders
First Reading — Jeremiah 31:31-34
31

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will
put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and
they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other,
“Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

Psalmody — Psalm 46

Refrain: Tom Witt (ACS #1035)

Refrain: first time — cantor, then all singing

1

God is our ref- | uge and strength,
a very present | help in trouble.
2
Therefore we will not fear, though the | earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths | of the sea;
4
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though its waters | rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult.
4
There is a river whose streams make glad the cit- | y of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.
5
God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken;
God shall help it at the | break of day.
6
The nations rage, and the | kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth | melts away. Refrain — all singing
7
The Lord of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold.
8
Come now, regard the works | of the Lord,
what desolations God has brought up- | on the earth;
9
behold the one who makes war to cease in | all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the | shields with fire.
10
“Be still, then, and know that | I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted | in the earth.”
11
The Lord of | hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob | is our stronghold. Refrain — all singing
Second Reading — Romans 3:19-28
19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God.
20
For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for
through the law comes the knowledge of sin.
21
But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ
for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that
is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present
time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No,
but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works
prescribed by the law.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel — John 8:31-36
P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 8th chapter. C Glory to you, O Lord.
31

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are
truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”
33
They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”
34
Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to
sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place
there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Pastor Jonathan Davis

Hymn of the Day — ACS No. 1038

“God, We Gather as Your People”

Stanza 1 and Refrain — choir/cantor
Stanzas 2-4 — all
(8:30) *The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
(10:45) Affirmation of Baptism and Rite of Confirmation

Front of hymnal, page 234
Prayer
Profession of Faith
Following each petition:
P Lord, we believe.
C Help our unbelief.
Intent to Continue in Our Baptismal Covenant with God

Promise of the Assembly
P People of God, do you promise to
support these sisters and brothers
and pray for them in their life in Christ?
C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Prayer of Invocation
P Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water
and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin,
and raise us to eternal life.
C Amen.
Confirmation through Laying On of Hands and Prayer
Pastor, parents, sponsors, and mentors lay hands on the Confirmand’s head and pray:
+
+
+
+
+

Ava Little
Clara Menssen
Cora McBroom
Evan Loe
Erik Boehning
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+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+

Jacob Tanghe
Katherine Organ
Madison Hansen
Mari Hanson
Mason Vatter
Natalie DeGrego
Samuel Swedin
Thea Hanson
William Becker

P Stir up in -name- the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence,
both now and forever. C Amen.
Celebrating with the Confirmands
P Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ.
C We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.
Musical Affirmation — “Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am” (ELW #814)

John Bell

Sung twice.

Text and Music: John L. Bell, © 1995 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications

*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy, C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
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Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
(8:30) “In

Every Generation”

Carolyn Jennings

O God of all your people past, your grace is our salvation; your arms of love, their
home secure, remain our habitation. We bring to you the praise they brought, we
seek you as the saints have sought, in every generation. Their joy in you, the joy we
bring, rings thrilling in its blending; the Spirit who in them did sing to us new song
is lending. That song in them, in us, is one, we raise it high, we send it on, the music
never ending. In every generation the song is one; we send it on. O Saints to come,
take up the strain, and bless the Boundless Giver. Unbroken be the golden chain!
Let not divisions sever. But safe in that dear dwelling place, and rich with that
eternal grace, sing forever, sing on. Forever sing on, in every generation! Sing on!
—Thomas H. Gill

St. John’s Chorale
(10:45) “Sweden”

from Minecraft

Daniel Rosenfeld

*Offering Hymn — “For the Fruit of All Creation” stanza 1

ar hyd y nos

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.
For these gifts to every nation, thanks be to God.
For the sowing, tending, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, thanks be to God.
*Thanksgiving for the Word
P Holy God, mighty Fortress,
loving Redeemer, steadfast Comforter,
as vegetation matures in forests and fields,
your living Word undergirds all that lives.
C We praise your eternal Word.
In the words of the Scriptures you offer us Christ:
our refuge, our savior, our friend,
accompanying us throughout our years
and renewing us in love.
C We praise your eternal Word.
We pray for power from your abiding Spirit.
Strengthen us to stand firm in faith,
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in devotion to your Word,
and in service to others.
C We praise your eternal Word.
To you be honor and praise and glory,
today and forever.
C Amen.
*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*Blessing
Response: C Amen.
*Sending Hymn — ELW No. 665

“Rise, Shine, You People!”

*Dismissal

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Postlude — on ein feste burg

Charles Ore
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All Saints Sunday
Isaiah 25:6-9 † Psalm 24 † Revelation 21:1-6a † John 11:32-44
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