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Welcome to worship at St. John’s! 
We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 

We are grateful to share this time of worship with you! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them down to the center and then back so you can greet those  

worshipping around you. Ushers will gather these following worship. 
 

An * invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the sanctuary or from an usher. 

 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our worship service,  
including at Holy Communion. Parents, please assist children when they come forward  

for communion to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 
 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary. 
 

For our youngest worshippers, 
nursery care is available on the lower level for children under 5. 

You may choose to take them there 
and return with them for Holy Communion. 

 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace,  
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just 

as we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,  
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement, 

 political affiliation, or religious background.  
 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us. 

We warmly welcome you here. 

 

This morning marks the capstone of our 150th anniversary celebrations. Today we give thanks 
once again that grace has been overflowing in this congregation for 150 years. Grace is also 
the central theme of the Reformation, the promise Martin Luther clung to 502 years ago as he 
boldly called for reforms in the church and society. 
 

This morning’s readings for Reformation Sunday give a word of caution about boasting—our 
gratitude should never be cause for comparison. We need not overstate our contributions   
compared to those of any other community of faith. Instead we point over and over again to 
what God has done within us and among us. It is by God’s grace that St. John’s is still a place 
where God’s people gather in joy and in sorrow. By God’s grace we have resources to share 
with our whole Northfield community. By God’s grace we can be assured of forgiveness of 
wherever we fall short, and have hope for what is yet to come. Thanks be to God! 



 
Prelude   —   “O Day Full of Grace”                 F. Melius Christiansen, arr. Bryan King 

 
Please stand and face the entrance. 

 
*Anniversary Litany 
 

P  As we celebrate the anniversary of this congregation 
  with thanksgiving for all who have gone before us, 
  give us faith to celebrate our past 

 a with memories of grace overflowing. 
 

 P  As melodies ring in the rafters, 
  and our hearts hold the songs of our faith, 
  give us joy as we sing praises yet unknown 

 a with songs of grace overflowing. 
 

P  As we stand on the faithful promises of God’s beloved 
  that taught us of love and of beauty, 
  give us arms that reach wide in welcome 

 a with new hopes of grace overflowing. 
 

 P  As we pause, stepping into the future, 
  leading to ventures unknown, 
  give us spirits expectant and joyful 

 a to join in God’s grace overflowing! 

 
*Processional Hymn   —   No. 627                      “O Day Full of Grace” 
 

 Stanza 1  —  all 
 Stanza 2  —  treble voices 
 Stanza 3  —  all 
 Stanza 4  —  bass voices 
 Stanza 5  —  all 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C  And also with you. 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Let us pray. 
  O God, you have promised through your Son to be with your church forever.  
  We give you thanks for those who founded this community of believers and for the  
  signs of your presence in our congregation. Increase in us the spirit of faith and love,  
  and make our fellowship an example to all. We pray through Jesus Christ, our Savior  
  and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C Amen 

 
Anthem 
 

 (8:30) “With a Voice of Singing”               Kenneth Jennings 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
 (10:45) “God Made the Song”                      Carolyn Jennings 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Jubilate and Laudate Choirs 
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With a voice of singing declare ye, and tell this; 
utter it even to the end of the earth. Hallelujah! 
The Lord hath redeemed his servant Jacob. Hallelujah! 
Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands. 
Sing forth the honor of his Name; make his praise glorious. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen. 
 

                    - Isaiah 48:20b; Psalm 66:1-2 

We are the Church, together we sing; sharing our faith, our voices ring. 
Singing together, sharing our faith, we join the song of the Church. 
The song is not just for me and for you, the song is not meant for only a few; 
all are invited, feeble or strong, together we sing the song. 
God gave us voices and God made the song, 
and God’s Spirit sings in us to make our courage strong. 
We have been blessed by God and we are called to share the story 
of God’s boundless love for people everywhere. 
We are the Church, together with you;  
the song of the Church is calling for you. 
Singing together, sharing our faith, the song is heard anew. 
The song of God is ours to sing; sharing our faith, our voices ring. 

Alleluia! Sing to God who gives us a song to sing. 
 

- Carolyn Jennings 



 
First Reading   —   Jeremiah 31:31-34                                                 Pew Bible, page 642 
 

 After the reading: 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Reading   —   Romans 3:19-28                                                  Pew Bible, page 915 
 

 After the reading: 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Procession   —   “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”               ein feste burg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Luke 18:9-17                                  Spark Story Bible, page 396; Pew Bible, page 853 
 

 Before the reading: 

 P  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 18th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 After the reading: 
  P  The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Text: Martin Luther 



*Gospel Procession   —   “God’s Word is Our Great Heritage”         ein feste burg 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Sermon                            Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   “Come Sing of Years Gone By”               marion, arr. John Ferguson 
 

Commissioned for the 150th anniversary of St. John’s. 
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Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, tr. Ole G Belsheim 

Text: W. Bruce Benson, 2019 



*Litany of Thanksgiving 
 

 P Eternal God and Creator of all things, we thank you for drawing us into community 
  in this church which so many have called home for 150 years. 

 a We give you thanks, O God. 
 

 P  On this day of thanksgiving, may we join our voices with the generations of Scandinavian  
  immigrants that founded this church, the Wahpekute tribe first to live on this land,  
  the Eastern European, Southeast Asian, and Ethiopian refugees cared for by this  
  congregation, our fathers and mothers, our grandparents, and our neighbors  
  in your great song of love that is celebrated today and for generations to come. 

 a We give you thanks, O God. 
 

 P  Inspire us with the lives of those marked by this community: those baptized at the font, 
  those who have confirmed their faith, those celebrating marriages, the newcomers welcomed, 
  the friends that have departed from our community, those who have felt excluded, 
  those who wrestle with faith, and those who now rest in your eternal care. 

 a We give you thanks, O God. 
 

 P  Hold us within the faith of these forebears, who chose to meet you in this place,  
  who recognized the community of St. John’s Lutheran Church as one marked by  
  faith and hope and love, and who daily witnessed your overflowing grace. 

 a We give you thanks, O God. 
 

 P  Challenge us that we may now be moved by your grace into all the places that  
  make up this community of Northfield: those seeking long-term housing,  
  those working for new college educations, those new to this country needing legal  
  assistance, and those who create loving spaces for vulnerable adults. 
  Help us share what you have given abundantly. 

 a We give you thanks, O God. 
 

 P  Call us from the past to this specific moment in our church history, 
  in your Word proclaimed, in your holy meal shared with all, 
  in our singing and praying, in the laughter of children and youth, 
  in quilting and studying, in cooking and dishwashing, 
  in our tears as we grieve, and in times of great joy and celebration, 
  knowing that we are held in your grace. We give you thanks for this church,  
  its rich history, those who have come before, those who are here now,  
  and those who are still to come. For all these blessings, 

 a Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 after each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
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*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 
 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 “When at Creation’s Dawn There Was No Sound”             Daniel Kallman 
 

Commissioned for the 150th anniversary of St. John’s. 
 

Conducted by the composer. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of heaven and earth. 
  Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to  
  new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise  
  you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ,  
  our Savior and Lord. 
  Amen. 
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When at creation’s dawn there was no sound, 
God hummed a brooding song of birth profound: 
the symphony of nature all around. Alleluia. 
 

For every sound comes from the Maker’s hand, 
the cleansing rush of river, drift of sand.  
Each scraping insect sings across the land, Alleluia. 
 

That music stirs in us through day and night,  
a unity of soul and body’s light,  
through which our breath and voice rise into flight. Alleluia. 
 

So let our songs now echo nature’s praise.  
All strings and cords in sweet vibration raise to 
glorify our God through all our days. Alleluia. 
 

                          - Jean Janzen 



 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 P It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy ... we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 a 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Word of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
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a Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 
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Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct you forward. 
Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the bread you will  
be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 

If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 (8:30) Anthem   —   “Now We Join in Celebration”                                 arr. Robert Scholz 
 

This anthem was commissioned for 125th anniversary of St. John’s in 1994. 
 

Please join in singing stanza 3. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Hymn   —   No. 838                      “Beautiful Savior” 

 
 Hymn   —   No. 679                                    “For the Fruit of All Creation” 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Let us pray.

a God of blessing, 
  at this table we have seen you face to face,  
  and in the gift of Christ’s body and blood,  
  our hearts have been refreshed. 
  Send us now to shine with your goodness  
  and bear witness to the one we have received: 
  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
  Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   No. 840             “Now Thank We All Our God” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   “Trumpet Tune in D Major”           David N. Johnson, arr. David Sims 
 

Polaris Brass 

 
 

+   +   + 
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- 13 - 

mailto:children@StJohnsNorthfield.org?subject=Movie%20Morning
mailto:davidquarberg@hotmail.com
http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
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All Saints Sunday 
 

Isaiah 1:10-18   †   Psalm 32:1-7   †   2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12   †   Luke 19:1-10 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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