Service of the Word
Reformation Sunday
October 25, 2020 † 9:00 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church † Northfield, Minnesota

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are listening this morning!
During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our
community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease,
and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances.
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart.
Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,
and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else.
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+
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St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.

Today we rejoice in the gifts of baptism: the promise of God’s faithfulness and forgiveness,
the enlivening power of the Holy Spirit, and life together in the body of Christ. This year, as we
cannot gather all our 10th graders and their families at once, we will be celebrating Affirmation of
Baptism with each student on separate Sundays—claiming God’s promises for them at this
moment in their lives. They have been through a long journey of catechesis in the faith, and many
family members, teachers, and mentors have been part of this formation with them. We rejoice
that they are ready to publicly claim God’s promises to them stating their intentions to continue
in the faith: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear God’s word and share in the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. They are:
Mason Babbini, Ben Blomberg, Rhett Garlie, Lucy Menssen,
Johann Schroeer, Thomas
2 Weber, Gus Welbaum

Prelude — on ein feste burg

Karl Osterland, J. C. Bach

Welcome and Announcements
*Gathering Hymn — “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” (#504)

ein feste burg

Text and Music: Martin Luther, text tr. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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*Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, the one who fashions us,
the one who heals us, the one who reforms us again and again.
C Amen.
Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
P Source of all life,
C we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free.
We fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word of
love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn
the church inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us.
Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak
for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your
whole creation. Amen.
*Absolution

*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
a And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the salvation of your people.
By your Spirit renew us in your covenant of love, and train us to care tenderly
for all our neighbors, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Children’s Message
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First Reading — Deuteronomy 34:1-12
1

Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is
opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, 2all
Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western
Sea, 3the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far
as Zoar. 4The Lord said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your
eyes, but you shall not cross over there.” 5Then Moses, the servant of the Lord, died
there in the land of Moab, at the Lord’s command. 6He was buried in a valley in the land
of Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day. 7Moses was
one hundred twenty years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had
not abated. 8The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; then the period of mourning for Moses was ended.
9
Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his hands
on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the Lord had commanded Moses.
10
Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face
to face. 11He was unequaled for all the signs and wonders that the Lord sent him to perform in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire land, 12and
for all the mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses performed in
the sight of all Israel.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Second Reading — Romans 3:19-28
19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so
that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God.
20
For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for
through the law comes the knowledge of sin.
21
But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ
for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is
in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present
time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.
27
Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No,
but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works
prescribed by the law.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel — Matthew 22:34-46
P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 22nd chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
34

When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, 35and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 36“Teacher, which
commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37He said to him, “ “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38This is the
greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor
as yourself.’ 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”
41
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question:
42
“What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of
David.” 43He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying,
44
‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your feet”’?
45
If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?” 46No one was able to give him an
answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon

Pastor Jonathan Davis
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Hymn of the Day — “How Small Our Span of Life” (#636)

kingsfold

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr. © 1993 GIA Publications; Music: English traditional

*Affirmation of Baptism and Rite of Confirmation
Presentation of Johann Schroeer
Prayer
Response: C Amen.
Profession of Faith
P Lord, we believe.
C Help our unbelief.
7

P Do you believe in God the Father?
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
C I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Intent to Continue in Our Baptismal Covenant with God

Promise of the Assembly
P People of God, do you promise to support Johann
and pray for him in his life in Christ?
C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Prayer of Invocation
P We give you thanks, O God, that through water
and the Holy Spirit, you give us new birth,
cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.
C Amen.
Confirmation through Laying On of Hands and Prayer
Celebrating with the Confirmand
P Let us rejoice with Johann, our brother in Christ.
C We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.
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Musical Affirmation — “Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am” (#814)

John Bell

Sung twice.

Text and Music: John L. Bell, © 1995 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications

*Prayers of Intercession
After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you.

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
Words of Witness — Tamara Jackman
Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering:
“Pastorale on st. anne”

Paul Manz

*Thanksgiving for the Word
P Gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, rich in love, we bless your name
and give you thanks. In our need, you make haste to help us. You plant us
beside streams of your wisdom, you teach us in pastures greening with truth,
and guide us on the path of your promise. By your Spirit awaken our faith,
that, feasting on your Word, we may love you more fully and serve our
neighbor more faithfully; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
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*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

*Blessing
Response:
C Amen.
*Sending Hymn — “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” (#632)

st. anne

Text: Isaac Watts; Music: William Croft
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*Dismissal
L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
a Thanks be to God.
Postlude — on st. anne

Paul Manz
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All Saints Sunday
Revelation 7:9-17 † Psalm 34:1-10, 22 † 1 John 3:1-3 † Matthew 5:1-12
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