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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Prelude and Fugue in F Major                           Dietrich Buxtehude 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 858                              “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with  
  everlasting forgiveness. Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all  
  the peoples of the earth may find their glory in you, through Jesus Christ,  
  our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7Although our iniquities testify against us, 
  act, O Lord, for your name’s sake;  
 our apostasies indeed are many, 
  and we have sinned against you. 
 8O hope of Israel, its savior in time of trouble, 
 why should you be like a stranger in the land, 
  like a traveler turning aside for the night? 
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 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 84 
 

  “How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place”      Irish ballad, arr. Daniel Kallman 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

(8:30) St. John’s Chorale 

 

 9Why should you be like someone confused, 
  like a mighty warrior who cannot give help? 
 Yet you, O Lord, are in the midst of us, 
  and we are called by your name; do not forsake us! 
 10Thus says the Lord concerning this people: 
 Truly they have loved to wander, they have not restrained their feet; 
 therefore the Lord does not accept them, 
  now he will remember their iniquity and punish their sins. 
 19Have you completely rejected Judah? 
  Does your heart loathe Zion? 
 Why have you struck us down 
  so that there is no healing for us? 
 We look for peace, but find no good; 
  for a time of healing, but there is terror instead. 
 20We acknowledge our wickedness, O Lord, 
  the iniquity of our ancestors, 
  for we have sinned against you. 
 21Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake; 
  do not dishonor your glorious throne; 
  remember and do not break your covenant with us. 
 22Can any idols of the nations bring rain? 
  Or can the heavens give showers? 
 Is it not you, O Lord our God? 
  We set our hope on you, for it is you who do all this. 

How lovely is thy dwelling place, O Lord of Hosts to me. My soul is longing and 
fainting the courts of the Lord to see. My heart and flesh they are singing for joy   
to the living God. Even the sparrow finds a home where he can settle down, and  
the swallow she can build a nest where she may lay her young within the courts    
of the Lord of Hosts, my king, my Lord, and my God. And happy are those who    

are dwelling where the song of praise is sung. And I’d rather be a doorkeeper and 
only stay a day than live the life of a sinner and have to stay away. For the Lord     
is shining as the sun, and the Lord is like a shield; and no good thing does God 

 withhold from those who walk the way.                     – Jonathan Asprey 
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Second Reading   —   2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

 

 

 

 
*Gospel   —   Luke 18:9-14 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 18th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous 
and regarded others with contempt: 10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying 
thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or 
even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13But the 
tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his 
breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man went down to 
his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, 
but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

6As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has 
come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8From 
now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the right-
eous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed 
for his appearing. 
 16At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be 
counted against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through 
me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was 
rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save 
me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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Sermon                                                 Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 615                                                            “In All Our Grief” 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 
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Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “For This Joy”                          lobe den herren, arr. Susan LaBarr 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  (10:45) on lobe den herren            Hans Fredrich Micheelsen 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Thank You, Lord”               African American spiritual 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Praise for the sun, who by day gives us warmth and enlightens; praise for the moon, 
who the darkest night cheerfully brightens; each glittering star shining from ages 
afar, driving away all that frightens. Praise for the sky under heaven that widely    

contains us; our fertile earth, and her harvest that gently sustains us; birds on the 
wing, lifting their voices to sing, free us from all that restrains us. Our tender  

hearts, which so wondrously in chambers deeping, cherish the joys of new love and, 
at death’s call, the weeping. Sorrow and pain turn to rejoicing again; love now in 

memory keeping. Praise for this joy in our hearts as we sing of creation! Wondrous 
are all things from firmament down to foundation! Joyful our praise as all our  

 voices we raise, singing in glad celebration! – Charles Anthony Silvestri 



 

8 

*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. 
  Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share  
  with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.  
  Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 
 

On the fourth Sunday of the month during communion, we offer the practice of  
anointing your brow with oil and receiving a blessing. If you want, you may ask for a  

specific prayer blessing from the anointer. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 639                              “When We Are Living” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in  
  this meal with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on  
  the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the  
  sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 893                                           “Before You, Lord, We Bow” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “Fanfare”                                                   Paul Spicer 

 

+   +   + 

 

Reformation Sunday / Confirmation Sunday 
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34   †   Psalm 46   †   Romans 3:19-28   †   Luke 19:1-10 
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http://www.ucdir.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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