
 

  

Service of Holy Communion 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
October 19, 2025  †  8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church  †  Northfield, Minnesota 



 

2 

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 
 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Partita on st. anne”                                                             Paul Manz 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 632                             “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
 

Stanzas 2 & 4 may be sung in harmony. 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
Children’s Message 
 

 “Wonders of Worship” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 
 

 P O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready  
  to hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care.  
  Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering world,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

Text and Music: Anne Krentz Organ 
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First Reading   —   Genesis 32:22-31            Spark Story Bible, page 46 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 121                        Irish melody, arr. Austin C. Lovelace 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Robbie Shaw, baritone 

 
Second Reading   —   2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

22The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven 
children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the 
stream, and likewise everything that he had. 24Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled 
with him until daybreak. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he 
struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with 
him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let 
you go, unless you bless me.” 27So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, 
“Jacob.” 28Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you 
have striven with God and with humans and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, 
“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he 
blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, 
yet my life is preserved.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because 
of his hip. 

14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it 15and how from childhood you have known sacred writings that are 
able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is inspired 
by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in right-
eousness, 17so that the person of God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 
  4:1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, 
and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2proclaim the mes-
sage; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and 

I will lift mine eyes unto the hills— from where does my help come?  
My help shall come from the Lord, the maker of the heavens and earth,  

Creator of all things. He will not let my foot be moved, he who keeps me will  
not sleep. The God who watches Israel, the Lord, my keeper, never sleeps,  

a shade on my right hand. The sun and moon shall not smite me; he will keep  
me from all harm. The Lord shall watch over all my life, preserve my going  

out and coming in, from this time, evermore. 
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 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Luke 18:1-8 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 18th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 L The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                        Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart.  
2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for 
people. 3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me 
justice against my accuser.’ 4For a while he refused, but later he said to himself, ‘Though I 
have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering 
me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 
6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice 
to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I 
tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will 
he find faith on earth?” 

encourage with the utmost patience in teaching. 3For the time is coming when people 
will not put up with sound teaching, but, having their ears tickled, they will accumulate 
for themselves teachers to suit their own desires 4and will turn away from listening to the 
truth and wander away to myths. 5As for you, be sober in everything, endure suffering, 
do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 
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Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 769      “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 
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Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  “Come, O Thou Traveler Unknown”                      Scottish melody, arr. K. Lee Scott 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “For the Fruit of All Creation” stanza 1          ar hyd y nos 
 

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 
For these gifts to every nation, thanks be to God. 

For the sowing, tending, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping. 
future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you  
  have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty  
  of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we  
  have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through  
  Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

Text: Fred Pratt Green © 1970 Hope Publishing Company; Music: Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams 

Come, O thou Traveler unknown, whom still I hold, but cannot see; my company    
before is gone, and I am left alone with thee; with thee all night I mean to stay,       

and wrestle till the break of day. I need not tell thee who I am; my sin and misery  
declare; thyself hast called me by my name; look on thy hands, and read it there.    
But who, I ask thee, who art thou? Tell me thy name and tell me now. ’Tis Love!       

’tis Love! thou diedst for me! I hear thy whisper in my heart; the morning breaks,     
the shadows flee; pure, universal love thou art. To me, to all, thy mercies move;       

 thy nature and thy name is Love.                             – Charles Wesley 



 

8 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 624                                                  “Jesus, Still Lead On” 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 639                                               “When We Are Living” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us  
  to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions  
  with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

 C Amen. 

 
 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 873                               “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   Prelude and Fugue in F Major                            Vincent Lübeck Jr. 

 

+   +   + 
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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