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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are listening this morning! 
 

During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow 
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our 

community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the 
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease, 

and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances. 
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart. 

 

Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you  
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,  

and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways 
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else. 

 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   on earth and all stars                           Sally Drennan Mossing 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
*Gathering Hymn   —   “You Servants of God” (#825)                                                  lyons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Text: Charles Wesley, alt.; Music: attr. John Michael Haydn 
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*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, 
  the one who fashions us,  
  the one who heals us,  
  the one who reforms us again and again. 

 C Amen. 
 

  Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power. 
 

  Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 P Source of all life, 

 C we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free.  
  We fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word of  
  love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn  
  the church inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us.  
  Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak  
  for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your  
  whole creation. Amen. 

 
*Absolution 

 
*Hymn of Praise   —   “Glory to God” (ACS #911)                      gloria a dios 
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*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 a And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

P Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live  
  in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you,  
  let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen.

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Exodus 33:12-23 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

12Moses said to the Lord, “See, you have said to me, ‘Bring up this people’; but you have 
not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, 
and you have also found favor in my sight.’ 13Now if I have found favor in your sight, 
show me your ways, so that I may know you and find favor in your sight. Consider too 
that this nation is your people.” 14He said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give 
you rest.” 15And he said to him, “If your presence will not go, do not carry us up from 
here. 16For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people, 
unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and your people, from every 
people on the face of the earth.” 
 17The Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing that you have asked; for you have 
found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” 18Moses said, “Show me your glory, I 
pray.” 19And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim be-
fore you the name, ‘The Lord’; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 
show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20But,” he said, “you cannot see my face; for no 
one shall see me and live.” 21And the Lord continued, “See, there is a place by me where 
you shall stand on the rock; 22and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the 
rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by; 23then I will take away my 
hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen.” 
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Psalmody   —   Psalm 96                           Antiphon: David N. Johnson 
 

 Antiphon: God has done marvelous things. I too sing praise with a new song! 

 
 

 
  1Sing to the Lord | a new song; 
   sing to the Lord, | all the earth. 
  2Sing to the Lord, bless the name | of the Lord; 
   proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 
 

 3Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 
   and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 
  4For great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised, 
   more to be feared | than all gods. Antiphon 
 

 5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 
   but you, O Lord, have | made the heavens. 
  6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 
   power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 
 

 8Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the | holy name; 
   bring offerings and enter the courts | of the Lord. 
  9Worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness; 
   tremble before the Lord, | all the earth. Antiphon 

 
Second Reading   —   1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  
 To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
 Grace to you and peace. 
 

 2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, con-
stantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4For we know, brothers and sisters be-
loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you 
not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as 
you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 6And you be-
came imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word 
with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7so that you became an example to all the believers 
in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not 
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, 
so that we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of those regions report about 
us what kind of welcome we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to 
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 L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 22:15-22 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 22nd chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 P The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                             Pastor Pam Fickenscher

 

15Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16So they sent 
their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are 
sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no 
one; for you do not regard people with partiality. 17Tell us, then, what you think. Is it law-
ful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” 18But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are 
you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19Show me the coin used for the tax.” And 
they brought him a denarius. 20Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose 
title?” 21They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the 
emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22When 
they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

serve a living and true God, 10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from 
the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 
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Hymn of the Day   —   “We Give Thee but Thine Own” (#686)                                 heath 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

Text: William W. How, alt; Music: L. Mason and G. Webb, Cantica Lauda, 1850 
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*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. C And also with you. 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  “Jesus Calls Us”                                      Gaelic Air, adapted John Bell 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*Prayer for Caregivers and Healers 
 

 P God, our refuge and strength, on this day we remember St. Luke, the healer  
  and physician, and we thank you for the compassion you infuse in your people, 
  especially those who care for the physical and emotional needs of friends, family, 
  and strangers. Strengthen all caregivers in body and spirit. Refresh them when  
  weary; console them when anxious; comfort them in grief; and hearten them in 
  discouragement. Giver of peace, enlarge our patience and enable us to embrace 
  all those who live with difficulties we may one day share; in Jesus’ name. 

 C Amen. 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

Jesus calls us here to meet him as, through word and song and prayer, we affirm 
God’s promised presence where God’s people live and care. Praise the God who 
keeps God’s promise; praise the Son who calls us friends; praise the Spirit who, 
among us, to our hopes and fears attends. Jesus calls us to confess him Word of 
Life and Lord of All, sharer of our flesh and frailness, saving all who fail or fall. 
Tell his holy human story; tell his tales that all may hear; tell the world that Christ 
in glory came to earth to meet us here. Jesus calls us to each other: found in him 
are no divides. Class and gender, race and language— such are barriers he derides. 
Join the hand of friend and stranger; join the hands of age and youth; join the 
faithful and the doubtful in their common search for truth. 
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*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn   —   “God’s Work, Our Hands” (ACS #1000)          earth and all stars 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Wayne L. Wold, © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress; Music: David N. Johnson, © 1968 admin. Ausburg Fortress 
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*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   Processional in A-flat                                                 David N. Johnson 

 

+   +   + 
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Reformation Sunday 
 

Jeremiah 31:31-34   †   Psalm 46   †   Romans 3:19-28   †   John 8:31-36 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://kymnradio.net/
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