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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   on st. columba                                                   David Evan Thomas 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
(10:45) Anthem   —   “Come Bless the Lord” 
 
 
 

Alleluia Choir 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ACS No. 977                    “Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table” 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be God, the one who forms us,  
  Jesus who bears the cross, 
  the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Let us come before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

  Steadfast and faithful God, 

 C you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. 
  We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. 
  We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others. 
  For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. 
  For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. 
  For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 
  Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; 
  in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

 P Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s  
  compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

  In + Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 

 C Amen. 

Come bless the Lord, all ye servants of the Lord, who stand by night in the house of 
the Lord; lift up your hands in the holy place, and bless the Lord.      – Psalm 134:1-2 
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*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured  
  out your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us  
  by what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of  
  righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

 C Amen. 

 
(10:45) Anthem   —   “Come and See What God Has Done”             Michael Morris 
 
 

 
 
 

Jubilate Choir 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 25:1-9                                        Pew Bible, page 568 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Reading   —   Philippians 4:1-9                           Pew Bible, page 955 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 

Come and see what God has done! See what wonderful things God has done!  
Look up at the stars. Look up at the sun. Look around and you’ll see God in  

everyone! When you’re with your friends, when you’re having fun, look  
around and you’ll see God in everyone!  
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*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 22:1-14         Pew Bible, page 803; Spark Story Bible, page 304 
 

 Before the reading: 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 22nd chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 After the reading: 

 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                                             Kristin Partlo 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 468                               “Around You, O Lord Jesus” 

 
(10:45) Rite of Welcome 
 

  Introduction of Newcomers 
 

  Signing of the Newcomers with the Cross 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your forehead.  
   It is Christ himself who now strengthens you with  
   this sign of his love. Learn to know and follow him. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your ears, 
   that you may hear the voice of the Lord. 
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  P Receive the sign of the cross on your eyes, 
   that you may see the glory of God. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your lips, 
   that you may respond to the word of God. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross over your heart, 
   that Christ may dwell there by faith. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your shoulders, 
   that you may bear the gentle yoke of Christ. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your hands, 
   that Christ may be known in the work which you do. 
 

  P Receive the sign of the cross on your feet, 
   that you may walk in the way of Christ. 
 

  P In the name of the Father, and of the Son,  

   + and of the Holy Spirit. 

  a Amen. 
 

 Concluding Prayer 
 

 Response Hymn   —   “God Welcomes All” (ACS No. 978)              amen themba 
 

Sung twice; harmonize freely. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  

Text: John L. Bell © 2008 WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications; Music: South African traditional 
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  he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  “For Everyone Born”                                              Brian Mann, arr. Tom Trenney 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Abby Carter, soprano 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Praise and Thanksgiving” stanza 1                      bunessan 
 

Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer 
for all things living, you have made good: 

harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 

For everyone born, a place at the table, for everyone born, clean water and bread,      
a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, for everyone born, a star overhead. And 
God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, compassion and peace: yes, 
God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy! For young and for 

old, a place at the table, a voice to be heard, a part in the song. The hands of a child 
in hands that are wrinkled, for young and for old, the right to belong. For everyone 
born, a place at the table, to live without fear, and simply to be, to work, to speak 

out, to witness and worship, for everyone born, the right to be free! 
           – Shirley Erena Murray 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring  
  your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body  
  of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 778                                   “The Lord’s My Shepherd” 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 462                                                        “Now We Join in Celebration” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
 



 

10 

*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, 
  Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food,  
  send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and  
  all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 502                  “The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
 

Stanzas 5 & 6 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —    “Finale” from Das Holsteinische Orgelbüchlein   Hans Friedrich Micheelsen 

 

+   +   + 
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Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Isaiah 45:1-7   †   Psalm 96:1-9   †   1 Thessalonians 1:1-10   †   Matthew 22:15-22 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org


 

16  


