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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 
 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   “Blessed Assurance”                                                        arr. Lori Line 
 

Ruth Bretheim Aaseng, flute; Jane Rinehart, cello 
Rhonda Reece, piano 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 845                                             “Voices Raised to You” 
 

Stanza 1  —  all 
Stanza 2  —  treble voices, all join at “Alleluia” 
Stanza 3  —  bass voices, all join at “Alleluia” 

Stanzas 4  —  all in harmony 
Stanza 5  —  all 

 
Children’s Message 
 

 “Wonders of Worship” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 
 

Text and Music: Anne Krentz Organ 
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Almighty and most merciful God, your bountiful goodness fills all creation.  
  Keep us safe from all that may hurt us, that, whole and well in body and spirit,  
  we may with grateful hearts accomplish all that you would have us do, through 
  Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
First Reading   —   Deuteronomy 6:4-9 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Reading   —   2 Timothy 1:3-10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 

4“Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. 5You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6Keep these words 
that I am commanding you today in your heart. 7Recite them to your children and talk 
about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down and when 
you rise. 8Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem on your forehead, 
9and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

3I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—
when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4Recalling your tears, I 
long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a 
faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am 
sure, lives in you. 6For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within 
you through the laying on of my hands, 7for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice but 
rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline. 
 8Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but 
join with me in suffering for the gospel, in the power of God, 9who saved us and called us 
with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose and 
grace, and this grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has 
now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who abolished 
death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.  



 

5 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

 
 
 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 28:16-20                Spark Story Bible, page 496 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 28th chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 

 
 
 

 L The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                     Bishop Regina Hassanally 

 

16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed 
them. 17When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. 18And Jesus came 
and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go there-
fore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have com-
manded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 

The hymn on the following page was commissioned by the women of St. John’s  
in celebration of their 150 years of service. 

 

The text was written by Rev. Bruce Benson, using the Mission Statement of St. 
John’s WELCA as its inspiration. The tune, love anew, was composed for this text 

by David Sims, who also wrote the anthem version sung at the 8:30 service. 
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Hymn of the Day   —   “For the Healing and Wholeness of the World”      love anew 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 Front of ELW hymnal, page 105 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

Text: W. Bruce Benson; Music: David Sims 
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*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “Christ Has No Body But Yours”                                                    Karen E. Black 
 
 
 
 

 
St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “Children of the Heavenly Father”                                                  arr. Lori Line 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “For the Fruit of All Creation” stanza 1          ar hyd y nos 
 

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 
For these gifts to every nation, thanks be to God. 

For the sowing, tending, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping. 
future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, thanks be to God. 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you  
  have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty  
  of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we  
  have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through  
  Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Christ has no body but yours, no hands, no feet on earth, but yours, yours are the 
eyes with which he looks compassion on this world. Yours are the feet with which he 
walks to do good. Yours are the hands with which he blesses all the world. Yours are 

the hands, yours are the feet, yours are the eyes. You are his body.  
      – Teresa of Avila, 1515–1582 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 
 
 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 (8:30) Anthem   —   “God Made the Song”              Carolyn Jennings 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 638                                                    “Blessed Assurance” 

 

We are the Church, together we sing; sharing our faith, our voices ring. Singing together, 
sharing our faith, we join the song of the Church. The song is not just for me and for you, 
the song is not meant for only a few; all are invited, feeble or strong, together we sing the 

song. God gave us voices and God made the song, and God’s Spirit sings in us to make 
our courage strong. We have been blessed by God and we are called to share the story of 
God’s boundless love for people everywhere. The song of God is ours to sing; sharing our 

faith, our voices ring. Alleluia! Sing to God, who gives us a song to sing. 
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*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us  
  to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share our possessions  
  with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

 C Amen. 

 
 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 840                          “Now Thank We All Our God” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   on nun danket alle gott                                      Albert Travis 
 

+   +   + 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Genesis 32:22-31   †   Psalm 121   †   2 Timothy 3:14—4:5   †   Luke 18:1-8 

http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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