
  

 

Service of Holy Communion 

Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

October 8, 2017  †  8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church  †  Northfield, Minnesota 
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We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets 
in the red books at the end of the pews. 

Please pass them down to the center and then back 
so you can greet those worshipping around you. 

Ushers will gather these following worship. 
 

In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), 
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section, 

and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section. 
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our 
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion 
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 
Children’s Bibles and activity bags 

are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 
and scribble cards are available in the pews. 

 
Hearing assistance devices are available outside the sanctuary or from an usher. 
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Prelude   —   Movement I from Three Festive Pieces 
                                 Jacobus Gallus, arr. E. A. Wienandt 
 

St. John’s Trombone Choir 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
(10:45) Anthem   —   “Come, Come, Everybody Gather”                Natalie Sleeth 
 

Alleluia Choir 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   No. 527       “Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now” 

 
*Confession 
 

 P Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity,  
  the one who fashions us, 
  the one who heals us,  
  the one who reforms us again and again. 

 C Amen. 
 

  Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power. 
 

  Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 P Source of all life, 

 C we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. We fear  
  that we are not good enough. We hear your word of love freely given to us, 
  yet we expect others to earn it. We turn the church inward, rather than  
  moving it outward. Forgive us. Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered 
  by love, willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the 
  healing of your whole creation. Amen. 

 
*Absolution 
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*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 a And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

P Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. 
  Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things 
  that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, 
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
(10:45) Anthem   —   “Great Is Our God”                                          John Ylvisaker 
 

Jubilate Choir 

 

 
Children’s Message 
 
First Reading   —   Isaiah 5:1-7                                                                   Pew Bible, page 552 
 

 After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Second Reading   —   Philippians 3:4b-14                             Pew Bible, page 954 
 

 After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 21:33-46             Spark Story Bible, page 302; Pew Bible, page 803 
 

 Before the reading: 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                       Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 
Hymn   —   No. 343                 “My Song Is Love Unknown” 
 

Stanzas 1, 2, and 6 

 
*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
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  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  “Alleluia”                      William Boyce, arr. Jon Bohls 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “For the Fruit of All Creation” stanza 1                         ar hyd y nos 
 

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 
For these gifts to ev’ry nation, thanks be to God 

For the sowing, tending, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping, 
future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, thanks be to God. 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our  
  life and our labor. Take them, and use them to set a table that will heal  
  the whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
  Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 

 
 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

 a  
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*Words of Institution 
 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, your will be done, 
   on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
   now and forever. Amen. 

 
All God’s children are welcome at the table. Communion will be received standing at the front of the sanctuary; 
ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the middle. After you have been served 
the bread, you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 Anthem   —   “Was Gott tut, das ist wohlgetan”   Severus Gastorius, arr. Robert King 
       (“Whate’er My God Ordains is Right”) 
 

 Hymn   —   No. 695                             “As Saints of Old” 
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*Post Communion Litany and Benediction 
 

 P God, you have fed us with your very self.

a We say thank you.   

 P You have made us one in the body of Christ.

a We say thank you. 
 

 P You strengthen us to follow you in a hungry world.

a We say thank you. 
 

 P Fed, united, and strengthened to be a blessing, 
  may the Lord fill you with hope, joy, and peace,  
  and bless you now and forever.

a Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” stanza 1        hamburg 
 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
that were a present far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, 
demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 
*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   Movement II from Three Festive Pieces 
                 Hans Leo Hassler, arr. E. A. Wienandt 
 

 
 

+   +   +
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http://www.elca.org/
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mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
mailto:dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com
http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
mailto:photos@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Isaiah 25:1-9   †   Psalm 23   †   Philippians 4:1-9   †   Matthew 22:1-14 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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Pam Fickenscher and Jonathan Davis, Pastors 

Carol Benson, Director of Alleluia and Jubilate Choirs 

Julie Brehmer, Director of Children’s Ministry  

Tim Byers, Facility Manager 

Leah H. Garlie, Office Manager 

Angie Gehring / Rebekah Thomas, Youth Support Staff 

Christy Hall-Holt / Mary Kelvie, Shared Ministry Coordinators 

Zachery Pelletier, Director of Rejoice Ringers 

Marvin Perez, Security and Custodial Assistant 

Nathan Proctor, Organist and Director of Worship, Music & Arts 

Bernie Renander, Financial Manager 

Melissa Berthelsen, Parish Nurse 

 

Call the church office or check the website for a complete listing of staff emails. 


