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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   on lasst uns erfreuen                                        Thomas Pavlechko 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 835       “All Creatures, Worship God Most High!” 
 

 Stanza 1  —  all singing 
 Stanza 2  —  treble voices 
 Stanza 3  —  bass voices 
 Stanzas 4–6  —  all singing 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P Beloved God, from you come all things that are good. Lead us by  
  the inspiration of your Spirit to know those things that are right,  
  and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them, through Jesus Christ,  
  our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 
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First Reading   —   Isaiah 5:1-7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 80, “Restore to Us a Saving Faith”          bicentennial 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1I will sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vine-
yard on a very fertile hill. 2He dug it and cleared it of stones and planted it with choice 
vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected 
it to yield grapes, but it yielded rotten grapes. 3And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and 
people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4What more was there to do for my 
vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield 
rotten grapes? 5And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its 
hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 
6I will make it a wasteland; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with 
briers and thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. 7For the 
vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his cher-
ished garden; he expected justice but saw bloodshed; righteousness but heard a cry! 

Text: Michael Morgan, © 1999 admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources; Music: Omer Westendorf, © 1977 Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
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Second Reading   —   Philippians 3:4b-14                     Pew Bible, page 954 
 

 After the reading: 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 21:33-46                                 Spark Story Bible, page 302 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

[Jesus said:] 33“Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, 
put a fence around it, dug a winepress in it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to 
tenants and went away. 34When the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the ten-
ants to collect his produce. 35But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed anoth-
er, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other slaves, more than the first, and they treated 
them in the same way. 37Then he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 
38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us 
kill him and get his inheritance.’ 39So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and 
killed him. 40Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those ten-
ants?” 41They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and lease the 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.” 
  42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures: ‘The stone that the build-
ers rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in 
our eyes’? 43Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and giv-
en to a people that produces its fruits. 44The one who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.” 45When the chief priests and the Phari-
sees heard his parables, they realized that he was speaking about them. 46They wanted to 
arrest him, but they feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet. 
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Sermon                                Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ELW No. 343                              “My Song Is Love Unknown” 
 

Stanzas 1, 2, 5 & 6 

 
*Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 
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*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
“ 

  (8:30) “For the Beauty of the Earth”                            arr. Eric Nelson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “For the Beauty of the Earth”                        Christine Sullivan 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  old hundredth 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
praise God, all creatures here below;  
praise God above, ye heav’nly host;  

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. 
  All blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. 
  Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and  
  in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies, for the love which from our 
birth over and around us lies: Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful 

praise. For the wonder of each hour of the day and of the night, hill and vale, and tree 
and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light: Lord of all, to thee we raise this our 
hymn of grateful praise. For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, 

friends on earth and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild: Lord of all, to 
thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise. Fair are the meadows, fairer still the 
woodlands, robed in the blooming garb of spring. Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, who 

makes the woeful heart to sing. For thyself, best gift divine to the world so freely giv-
en; for that great, great love of thine, peace on earth and joy in heaven: Lord of all,  

 to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.   – Folliott S. Pierpoint 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
   now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 (8:30) Anthem   —   “Prayers for Our Earth”             Bret Hesla and Zach Busch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 740                                        “God of the Sparrow” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

Bring healing to our lives, that we protect the earth. Bring healing to our lives, that 
we may protect the world and not prey upon it; that we may sow beauty, not           
pollution and destruction. Touch the hearts of those who only look to gain at          

the expense of the poor, at the expense of the earth. Touch every heart.            
                                                                           – Pope Francis, from Laudato Si’ 
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*Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 

 
*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Sustaining God, 
  with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. 
  By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us  
  living signs of your healing and love, following the way of Jesus. 

 C Amen. 

 
 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ACS No. 1064         “Earth Is Full of Wit and Wisdom” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   Prelude and Fugue in F Major                        Dieterich Buxtehude 

+   +   +
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Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Isaiah 25:1-9   †   Psalm 23   †   Philippians 4:1-9   †   Matthew 22:1-14 
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• 

mailto:arielleloy@gmail.com
mailto:ladylynneg@gmail.com
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/goto/groups/449/needs/3144
mailto:ladylynneg@gmail.com
mailto:debra.ehret@gmail.com
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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