17th Sunday after Pentecost
October 2, 2022 † 8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
St. John’s Lutheran Church

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!
We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning!
All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews.
Please pass them to the center and then back
so you can greet those worshipping around you.
Ushers will gather these following worship.
In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,
and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.
An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able.
P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation
Children are welcome to participate throughout our
worship service, including at Holy Communion.
Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine.

Children’s Bibles and activity bags
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary
and scribble cards are available in the pews.
Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher.
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop.
Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services.

+

+

+

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as
we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance,
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,
political affiliation, or religious background.
While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.
We warmly welcome you here.
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Prelude — “Declamation on ‘For the Beauty of the Earth’”

Craig Phillips

Welcome and Announcements
*Gathering Hymn — ELW No. 879

“For the Beauty of the Earth”

*Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
P Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we are weak in
faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us, that with fervor we
may love our neighbors and serve them for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

Children’s Message
First Reading — Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4
1

The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. 2O Lord, how long shall I cry for help, and
you will not listen? Or cry to you “Violence!” and you will not save? 3Why do you make
me see wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife
and contention arise. 4So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails. The wicked
surround the righteous—therefore judgment comes forth perverted.
2:1
I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the rampart; I will keep watch to
see what he will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my complaint. 2Then the
3

Lord answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a runner
may read it. 3For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end, and
does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not delay. 4Look at
the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by their faith.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Psalmody — Psalm 37:1-6

Antiphon: John Bell

Antiphon: God has chosen me, and in my life is planted a seed
God knows that I need: its fruit shall be joy.

1

Do not be provoked by | evildoers;
do not be jealous of those | who do wrong.
2
For they shall soon wither | like the grass,
and like the green grass | fade away.
3
Put your trust in the Lord | and do good;
dwell in the land and | find safe pasture.
4
Take delight | in the Lord,
who shall give you your | heart’s desire.
5
Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust | in the Lord,
and see what | God will do.
6
The Lord will make your vindication as clear | as the light
and the justice of your case like the | noonday sun. Antiphon
Second Reading — 2 Timothy 1:1-14
1

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the promise of life that
is in Christ Jesus, 2To Timothy, my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the
Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.
3
I am grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience, as my ancestors did—
when I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day. 4Recalling your tears, I
long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5I am reminded of your sincere faith, a
faith that lived first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am
sure, lives in you. 6For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is within
you through the laying on of my hands; 7for God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but
rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline.
8
Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner, but
4

join with me in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God, 9who saved us and
called us with a holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own purpose
and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, 10but it has
now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death
and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher, 12and for this reason I suffer as I do. But I
am not ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and I am sure that he is
able to guard until that day what I have entrusted to him. 13Hold to the standard of sound
teaching that you have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.
14
Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel — Luke 17:5-10

Spark Story Bible, page 394
th

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 17 chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
5

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6The Lord replied, “If you had faith
the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted
in the sea,’ and it would obey you.
7
“Who among you would say to your servant who has just come in from plowing or
tending sheep in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? 8Would
you not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while
I eat and drink; later you may eat and drink’? 9Do you thank the servant for doing what
was commanded? 10So you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say,
‘We are unworthy servants; we have done only what we ought to have done!’ ”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon

Pastor Pam Fickenscher

Hymn of the Day — ELW No. 690

“We Raise Our Hands to You, O Lord”

*Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession

After each petition:
L Lord, in your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
*Peace
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you.
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Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering
(8:30) “Blessed

Be!”

Melanie DeMore

Blessed Be! Blessed Be the Living Tree. Blessed Be the Tree of Life that grows within
you and me. Steady and true, rooted in love. Shelter and peace below and above.
Sing to the sky, rise from the earth. Seasons come round again. Death to rebirth.
Blessed Be the Tree of Life that grows within you and me.
—Melanie DeMore

St. John’s Chorale
(10:45)

“Morning Prayer”

Nicholas Palmer

*Offering Hymn — “Thank You, Lord”

African American spiritual

*Offering Prayer
L Let us pray.
C Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs.
Make of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share
with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.
Amen.
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*Great Thanksgiving
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*Words of Institution

8

*The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the
bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,
and communion will be brought to you.

Music during Communion
“Lamb of God”

(8:30) Anthem

— “Child’s Elm Song”

Carolyn Jennings

If there were no trees I would take my turn and stand in the street in spring with
arms wide open in case there were birds who needed a place to sing.
—Michael Dennis Browne

Solo — “Elms” from Views from the Oldest House
Hymn — ELW No. 556

Ned Rorem
“Morning Has Broken”
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*Post-Communion Blessing
*Prayer after Communion
L God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in
this meal with bread for the journey. Give us your grace on
the road that we might serve our neighbors with joy; for the
sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
*Blessing
Response:
C Amen.
*Sending Hymn — ELW No. 547

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”

*Dismissal

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
Postlude — Rondeau

Josef Hector Fiocco
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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c † Psalm 111 † 2 Timothy 2:8-15 † Luke 17:11-19
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