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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets in the black folders at the end of the pews. 
Please pass them to the center and then back  

so you can greet those worshipping around you. 
Ushers will gather these following worship. 

 

In the red hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship), or purple hymnal  
(All Creation Sings), hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section,  

and page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 

P Pastor, L Leader (Assisting Minister), C Congregation 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 

Children’s Bibles and activity bags  
are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 

and scribble cards are available in the pews. 
 

Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 
For those with hearing aids, the Sanctuary is equipped with a hearing loop. 

 

Large print bulletins and hymns are available for worship services. 
 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Two settings of “Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices”        Paul Manz 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   ELW No. 833          “Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices” 
 

 Stanza 1  —  all singing 
 Stanza 2  —  bass voices 
 Stanza 3  —  treble voices 
 Stanzas 4 & 5  —  all singing 

 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be God, the one who forms us, 
  Jesus who bears the cross, 
  the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 

 C Amen. 
 

 P Let us come before God in humility, confessing our sin. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

  Steadfast and faithful God, 

 C you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. 
  We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. 
  We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others. 
  For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. 
  For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. 
  For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 
  Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; 
  in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 

 P Beloved in Christ, 
  God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. 
  God’s compassion is beyond compare. 
  In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

  In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 

 C Amen. 
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*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your  
  grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide  
  us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32                           Pew Bible, page 685 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalmody   —   Psalm 25:1-9                          Antiphon: Marty Haugen 
 

 Antiphon: To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 

 

 
 
  

1To | you, O Lord, 
   I lift | up my soul. 
  2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame, 
   nor let my enemies triumph | over me. 
  3Let none who look to you be | put to shame; 
   rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous. 
  4Show me your | ways, O Lord, 
   and teach | me your paths. Antiphon 
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  5Lead me in your | truth and teach me, 
   for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long. 
  6Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love, 
   for they are from | everlasting. 
  7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions; 
   remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your  
  good- | ness, O Lord. 
  8You are gracious and up- | right, O Lord; 
   therefore you teach sinners | in your way. 
  9You lead the low- | ly in justice 
   and teach the low- | ly your way. Antiphon 

 
Second Reading   —   Philippians 2:1-13                                 Pew Bible, page 954 
 

 L The word of the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God. 

 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 21:23-32 
 

 P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who 
gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell 
me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the bap-
tism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one 
another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 
26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a 
prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will 
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 P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                                                             Pastor Jonathan Davis 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   ACS No. 1084      “God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me” 

 
*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried;  
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again;  
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and  
work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind 
and went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; 
but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” 
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into 
the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness 
and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and 
even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.” 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

 After each petition: 

 L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

 P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 
 

  You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering 
 

  (8:30) “O Jesus, I Have Promised”                                  arr. Thomas Keesecker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. John’s Chorale 

 
  (10:45) “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve”                                    Craig Phillips 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Praise and Thanksgiving” stanza 1                      bunessan 
 

Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer 
for all things living, you have made good: 

harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard, 
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood. 

 
 

O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; be now and always near me,          
my Savior and my friend. I shall not fear the journey if you are by my side, nor      
wander from the pathway if you will be my guide. Oh, let me feel you near me;        
the world is ever near. I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear.        

My foes are ever near me, around me and within; but, Jesus, then draw nearer and 
shield my soul from sin. Oh, let me hear you speaking in accents clear and still 
above the storms of passion, the murmurs of selfwill. Oh, speak to reassure me, 

your words will make me whole; now speak and make me listen, O Guardian of my 
soul. O Jesus, you have promised to all who follow you that where you are in glory 

your servants shall be too. And Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end;       
 oh, give me grace to follow, my Savior and my friend.          – John E. Bode 
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*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray. 

 C God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring  
  your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body  
  of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

 
*Great Thanksgiving 
 
 

 P  The Lord be with you. 

 C And also with you. 
 

 P  Lift up your hearts. 

 C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

 

 P It is indeed right . . . we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

9 

*Words of Institution 

 
*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those  
 who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion will be received standing at stations in the front of sanctuary; ushers will direct  
you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the center. After you have been served the  

bread you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center  
of the tray. If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know,  

and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 (8:30) Anthem   —   “Deck Thyself, My Soul, with Gladness”        Johann Crüger 
                   setting, G. F. Handel 

 
 Hymn   —   ELW No. 520                                                        “Dearest Jesus, at Your Word” 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 
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*Prayer after Communion 
 

 L Blessed be your name, O God, 
  for we have feasted on your Word, 
  Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. 
  Strengthened by this food, 
  send us to gather the world to your banquet, 
  where none are left out and all are satisfied. 
  In Jesus’ name we pray. 

 C Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 

 
*Sending Hymn   —   ELW No. 551                 “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” 

 
*Dismissal 
 

 L Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

 C Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude   —   “Tuba Tune”                                        Craig Sellar Lang 

 

+   +   + 
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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Isaiah 5:1-7   †   Psalm 80:7-15   †   Philippians 3:4b-14   †   Matthew 21:33-46 
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mailto:office@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
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