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Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning! 
 

All are invited to sign the welcome sheets  
in the red books at the end of the pews. 

Please pass them down to the center and then back  
so you can greet those worshipping around you. 

Ushers will gather these following worship. 
 

In the red pew hymnal (Evangelical Lutheran Worship),  
page numbers are at the bottom of the page in the front section,  

and hymn numbers are at the top of the page in the hymn section.  
 

An asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able. 
 

Children are welcome to participate throughout our  
worship service, including at Holy Communion. 

Parents, please assist children when they come forward for communion  
to extend their hands if they are to receive the bread and wine. 

 
Children’s Bibles and activity bags  

are available at both entrances to the Sanctuary 
and scribble cards are available in the pews. 

 
Hearing assistance devices are available outside the Sanctuary or from an usher. 

 
Large print bulletins are available for worship services. 

Please ask an usher if you would like one. 

 

Today we welcome the St. Olaf Choir and its director, Dr. Anton Armstrong, to worship.  
This is a long-standing and deeply beloved tradition at St. John’s as we welcome the  

choir back to the place of its birth each January. We are thankful for the many ways this  
ensemble continues to enrich the worship life at St. John’s, St. Olaf, and around the world. 

Thank you to each singer for their leadership and music this morning.  
A reception in honor of the choir will be held between services in St. John’s Hall. 
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Prelude   —   “Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow”                   David Sims 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
*Gathering Hymn   —   No. 308       “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!” 
 

Stanza 1  —  all 
Stanza 2  —  all 
Stanza 3  —  treble voices 
Stanza 4  —  bass voices 
Stanza 5  —  all 

 
*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 a And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

P Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, 
  that through your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, 
  follow you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen.
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Children’s Message 
 
First Reading   —   Psalm 139:1-18                                                        Pew Bible, page 503 
 

After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Anthem   —   “Alleluia”                                         Ralph Manuel 
 

St. Olaf Choir 

 
Second Reading   —   1 Corinthians 6:12-20                             Pew Bible, page 929 
 

 After the reading:

L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 
 
*Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

5 

*Gospel   —   John 1:43-51                                                                           Pew Bible, page 863 
 

 Before the reading: 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 1st chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

After the reading:

P The Gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                             Pastor Pam Fickenscher 

 

 
Hymn of the Day   —   No. 737                       “He Comes to Us as One Unknown” 

 
*The Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy,

C hear our prayer. 

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.
You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  “Praise to the Lord”                                                F. Melius Christiansen 

 
*Offering Hymn   —   “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise” stanza 1                      salzburg 
 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise; 
manifested by the star to the sages from afar, 

branch of royal David’s stem in thy birth at Bethlehem: 
anthems be to thee addressed, God in flesh made manifest. 

 
*Offering Prayer 
 

 L Let us pray together. 

 a Merciful God, 
  receive the gifts we bring, our selves,  
  our time, and our possessions. 
  Through this meal unite us as your body, 
  shining with the light of your justice and mercy; 
  for the sake of him who gave himself for us, 
  Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  Amen 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 P It is indeed right … we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 
All God’s children are welcome at the table. Communion will be received standing at the front of the sanctuary; 
ushers will direct you forward. Gluten-free wafers are available in the middle. After you have been served 
the bread, you will be offered wine or grape juice. The grape juice is white and is located in the center of the tray. 
If you are unable to come forward, let an usher know, and communion will be brought to you. 

 
Music during Communion 
 

 “Lamb of God” 

 

 Anthem   —   “Children of the Heavenly Father”                     arr. Robert Scholz 
 

 Hymn   —   No. 466                     “In the Singing” 
 

 Hymn   —   No. 461             “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly” 
 



 

9 

Post-Communion Canticle   —   “Nunc Dimittis”            Robert Scholz 
 

 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace,  
 according to thy word; 
 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,  
 which thou hast prepared before the face of all people.  
 A light to lighten the Gentiles 
 and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace. 
 

             — Luke 2:29-32 

 
*Post-Communion Blessing 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response:  

 C Amen.

 
*Sending Hymn   —   No. 845                   “Voices Raised to You” 
 

Stanzas 1, 2, and 5 

 
*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God.

 
Choral Benediction   —   “Beautiful Savior”                F. Melius Christiansen 
 

+   +   +
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mailto:macisar@gmail.com


 

12 



 

13 

 

mailto:children@StJohnsNorthfield.org
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Third Sunday after Epiphany 
 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10   †   Psalm 62:5-12   †   1 Corinthians 7:29-31   †   Mark 1:14-20 
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mailto:sharedministry@StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://stjohnsnorthfield.ccbchurch.com/group_detail.php?group_id=163
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Pam Fickenscher and Jonathan Davis, Pastors 

Carol Benson, Director of Alleluia Choir 

Melissa Berthelsen, Parish Nurse 

Julie Brehmer, Director of Children’s Ministry  

Tim Byers, Facility Manager 

Leah H. Garlie, Office Manager 

Angie Gehring / Rebekah Thomas, Youth Support Staff 

Christy Hall-Holt / Mary Kelvie, Shared Ministry Coordinators 

Zachery Pelletier, Director of Rejoice Ringers 

Dylan Gehring / Marvin Perez, Security and Custodial Assistants 

Nathan Proctor, Organist and Director of Worship, Music & Arts 

Bernie Renander, Financial Manager 

 

Call the Church Office, or check the website for a complete listing of staff emails. 

 


