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Today we rejoice in the gifts of baptism: the promise of God’s faithfulness and forgiveness,  
the enlivening power of the Holy Spirit, and life together in the body of Christ. This year, as we 

cannot gather all our 10th graders and their families at once, we will be celebrating Affirmation of 
Baptism with each student on separate Sundays—claiming God’s promises for them at this  

moment in their lives. They have been through a long journey of catechesis in the faith, and many 
family members, teachers, and mentors have been part of this formation with them. We rejoice 
that they are ready to publicly claim God’s promises to them stating their intentions to continue 
in the faith: to live among God’s faithful people, to hear God’s word and share in the Lord’s Sup-
per, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, fol-

lowing the example of our Lord Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. They are: 
Mason Babbini, Ben Blomberg, Rhett Garlie, Lucy Menssen,  

Johann Schroeer, Thomas Weber, Gus Welbaum 

Welcome to worship at St. John’s!  

We especially welcome all who are listening this morning! 
 

During the season of COVID-19 pandemic, St. John’s will continue to follow 
state and federal guidance for public gatherings. We deeply miss seeing our 

community in person and eating at the Lord’s table together. We hold fast to the 
knowledge that we are not the first generation to experience fear of deadly disease, 

and we are not the first community separated unwillingly by circumstances. 
We know that the resources of our faith can sustain us as we are apart. 

 

Our prayer is that in this broadcast you can hear the Holy Spirit speaking to you  
through the Word; that you can sing along and join in fervent prayer for our world,  

and that as we share the peace, you can set an intention to reach out, in whatever ways 
this moment allows, to share God’s love with someone else. 

 

+   +   +
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church is a community grounded in the promise of God’s grace 
and called to extend Christ’s welcome to all people. Every day, Christ meets us all just as 

we are, extending love to people of every age, race or ethnicity, physical appearance, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, marital or  
relationship status, economic circumstance, educational achievement,  

political affiliation, or religious background. 

While we do not always agree, we choose to walk and grow in faith together,  
believing that God creates diversity, and loves and welcomes us.  

We warmly welcome you here. 
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Prelude   —   Two settings of “Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices”         Paul Manz 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
*Gathering Hymn   —   “Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices” (#833)                                   
                                                                o dass ich tausend zungen hätte 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Text: Johann Mentzer, tr. composite © 2006 Augsburg Fortress; Music: Johann B. König 
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*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

 P Blessed be the ☩ holy Trinity, 
  the one who fashions us,  
  the one who heals us, 
  the one who reforms us again and again. 

 C Amen. 
 

  Let us confess our sin, calling for God’s transforming power. 
 

  Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 P Source of all life, 

 C we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free.  
  We fear that we are not good enough. We hear your word of  
  love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. We turn  
  the church inward, rather than moving it outward. Forgive us.  
  Stir us. Reform us to be a church powered by love, willing to speak  
  for what is right, act for what is just, and seek the healing of your  
  whole creation. Amen. 

 
*Absolution 

 
*Hymn of Praise   —   “Glory to God” (ACS #911)           gloria a dios 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text and Music: Marcus Veenstra; arr. Greg Scheer, © Marcus Veenstra, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
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*Greeting 
 

 P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 a And also with you. 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

P God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings.  
  Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those  
  things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation,  
  through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen.

 

 
Children’s Message 

 
First Reading   —   Philippians 2:1-13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 L The word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God. 
 

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in 
the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish am-
bition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you 
look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be in 
you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard 
equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of 
a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 9Therefore 
God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Fa-
ther. Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, 
but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trem-
bling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his 
good pleasure. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
*Gospel   —   Matthew 21:23-32 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter. 

 C Glory to you, O Lord.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 P The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Sermon                             Pastor Pam Fickenscher

 

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to 
him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and 
who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if 
you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did 
the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued 
with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not be-
lieve him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard 
John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, 
“Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind 
and went. 30The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; 
but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” 
Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into 
the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness 
and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and 
even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.” 
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Hymn of the Day   —   “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” (#712)          beach spring 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
*Affirmation of Baptism and Rite of Confirmation 
 

 Presentation of Lucy Menssen 
 

 Prayer 
 

  C Amen. 
 

 Profession of Faith 
 

  P Lord, we believe. 

 C Help our unbelief. 

Text: Albert F. Bayly, © Oxford University Press; Music: The Sacred Harp, arr. © 1985 Augsburg Fortress 
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  P Do you believe in God the Father? 

 C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
   creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

 C I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
   suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;  
   he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;  
   he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
   and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

 C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  
   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

 Intent to Continue in Our Baptismal Covenant with God 
 

 Promise of the Assembly 
 

  P People of God, do you promise to support Lucy  
   and pray for her in her life in Christ? 

 C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

 Prayer of Invocation 
 

  P We give you thanks, O God, that through water  
   and the Holy Spirit, you give us new birth,  
   cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 

 C Amen. 
 

 Confirmation through Laying On of Hands and Prayer 
 

 Celebrating with the Confirmand 
 

  P Let us rejoice with Lucy, our sister in Christ. 

 C We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
   Together we will give thanks and praise to God  
   and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
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Musical Affirmation   —   “Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am” (#814)                 John Bell 
 

Sung twice. 

 
 
 

 
 
*Prayers of Intercession 
 

After each petition:

L Lord, in your mercy, 

 C hear our prayer.

 
*Peace 
 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 C And also with you. 

You are invited to share God’s peace with those around you. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts 
 

 Music at the Offering: 
 

  “Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices”                                  Walter Pelz 
 
*Thanksgiving for the Word 
 

 P Gracious and merciful God, slow to anger, rich in love, we bless your name  
  and give you thanks. In our need, you make haste to help us. You plant us  
  beside streams of your wisdom, you teach us in pastures greening with truth,  
  and guide us on the path of your promise. By your Spirit awaken our faith,  
  that, feasting on your Word, we may love you more fully and serve our  
  neighbor more faithfully; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 C Amen. 
 

Text and Music: John L. Bell, © 1995 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

 

 
*Blessing 
 

 Response: 

 C Amen. 
 
*Sending Hymn   —   “Before You, Lord, We Bow” (#893)                      darwall’s 148th 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Francis Scott Key; Music: John Darwall 
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*Dismissal 
 

L Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

a Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude   —   Prelude and Fugue in F Major           Vincent Lubeck, Jr.  

 

+   +   + 
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http://www.stjohnsnorthfield.org
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
http://stjohnsnorthfield.org/news/calendar/
mailto:dawn.tommerdahl@gmail.com
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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Isaiah 5:1-7   †   Psalm 80:7-15   †   Philippians 3:4b-14   †   Matthew 21:33-46 

mailto:macisar@gmail.com
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http://www.StJohnsNorthfield.org
https://kymnradio.net/
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